
Words of Meditation: “The hardest spiritual work in the world is to love the neighbor as the 
self - to encounter another human being not as someone you can use, change, fix, help, save, 
enroll, convince or control, but simply as someone who can spring you from the prison of 
yourself, if you will allow it.” Barbara Brown Taylor 
 
 
Prelude                                   Simple Gifts                                              Wilbur Held 
 
 
Welcome and Greetings                               Rev. Darin Arntson 

 

*Call to Worship                           

Leader: This is the day the Lord has made. 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

*Introit                                             In Joyful Song                                      Joel Raney 

Welcome Home 
Whether this is your first time stepping into this sanctuary or the thousandth,  

we celebrate this opportunity to be together with you today.  
 

As Christians, we take seriously our call to care for and protect one another, which sometimes asks 
us to assume some discomfort to ensure someone else’s good.  

Therefore, we will continue to wear masks in worship at St. Mark’s to protect  
children under 12 years-old, as well as our neighbors who experience immune deficiencies.  

We invite all worshipers, also, to be generous with physical distance from other  
households and no-touch greetings while on campus.  

 
During this transitional season, we invite families with young children to sit together in worship. 

An activity booklet is available for hands that like to stay busy, and more space to wiggle is  
available during the service in the Narthex (foyer). 

 

 

September 12, 2021—9:30am 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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*Opening Hymn                                  All Are Welcome                                            Marty Haugen 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,  
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.  

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;  
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone  
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known.  

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace,  

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  

 
 
 

*Opening Prayer                             Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
Loving God,  
   you created each of us in your image,  
   blessing us with gifts for service  
   and hearts that seek your justice and peace.  
Remind us of the purpose to which you call us,  
   fortifying us individually  
   and together as members of your body, the Church,  
   so that we may grow in your grace,  
   and see the hope of your kingdom realized here.  
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father  

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. Amen.    
 

 

Children’s Time         Amanda Grimm-Schmitt 
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First Reading                                      Psalm 139: 1-14, 23-24         Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 

 

 

Anthem                                                       Thou Art Holy                                            Craig Courtney 
Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, Thou art holy, Thou alone art holy. 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

 
 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 
Thou art holy, thou alone art holy..  

 
 
 
Second Reading                                1 Corinthians 12:14-26              Rev. Darin Arntson 
 
 
 
Sermon                        Rejoicing Together              Rev. Darin Arntson 
  

 

 

Call To Prayer                        In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful  
In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid.  
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near,  
lift up your voices, the Lord is near.  

 

 

The Pastoral Prayer                                    Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
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Time of Silence 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
   and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power 
   and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

Invitation to Christian Stewardship   
       
 
 
 

Offertory        Nearer My God to Thee              arr.  Brent Edstrom 
 
 
 
 
*Doxology    

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 

 
 

*Prayer of Dedication                       Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
We celebrate, O God, that you claim us as your own,  
   and have gifted us with belonging in your Church, 
   so that we may strive together to hear and live your Good News.  
Bless us, and the gifts we offer in thanksgiving this day,  
   so that your witness may extend beyond our walls,  
   welcoming all who hunger in body or spirit  
   to the well of your unyielding grace; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Closing Hymn                        For the Beauty of the Earth  
 

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,  
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies;  

Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 

For the joy of human love, parent, child,  
friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild;  

Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 

For thy church, that evermore lifteth holy hands above,  
offering upon every shore her pure sacrifice of love;  

Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 

For thyself, best Gift Divine, to the world so freely given,  
for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:  

Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 

*edited for gender inclusivity 
 
 
 
*Benediction                               Rev. Darin Arntson 

 
 
 
*Benediction Response                            Make us One   

Make us one, Lord, make us one; 
Holy Spirit, make us one. 

Let your love flow so the world will know  
we are one in you. 

 
 
 

Those seated in the socially distanced section who wish to  
may exit the sanctuary through the rear doors during the postlude. 

Those who are seated in the non-distanced section are invited to remain seated  
until the conclusion of the service.   

 
 
 
Postlude                           Come Ye Sinners Poor and Needy                        George Shearing 
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Guidelines for Indoor Worship at St. Mark’s 
 All attendees will register or be checked in upon arrival, and will utilize the marked entrances on 

the east side of the sanctuary.  
 All attendees will be expected to be free of COVID symptoms and not have tested  

positive for COVID within 14 days.  
 All attendees (vaccinated or not) will wear a face mask or shield while inside the  
      sanctuary. (This will allow us to sing and pray aloud as a congregation.) 
 Attendees may choose to be seated in a socially distanced section (at the rear of the church), or in 

a non-socially distanced section (at the front of the church). Please ensure that in the distanced 
section all households are allowed at least 6’ of distance from one another. 

 Restrooms will be available for use by one person or household at a time.  
 All offerings of cash or checks may be deposited in offering plates as attendees  
      enter and exit the sanctuary.  
 Attendees in the socially distanced section may use the rear doors to exit during the postlude. 

Attendees in the non-distanced section will be asked to remain seated through the postlude, then 
may exit the sanctuary as they choose.  

 There will be no hosted fellowship hour following the service.  
 
 
Policies Regarding Vaccinations and Reporting  
Worship: At St. Mark’s, we believe that worship should be open and inviting to all persons as God’s 
grace draws all people to hear and respond to the Good News. Those who do not wish to disclose 
their vaccination status will not be required to do so in order to attend worship.  
 
Voluntary Disclosure: Believing the findings of the CDC that vaccinated persons bear lower risk of 
transmitting the virus, worship attendees may voluntarily disclose their vaccinated status so that we 
may have a clearer sense of the assumed risk of worshiping together indoors. Any personal medical 
information given will be kept confidential, and used only to calculate or communicate the  
percentage of any gathering who are vaccinated.   
 
Reporting a Positive Test Result - Those who test positive for Covid-19 and have interacted with 
members of the congregation while presenting, or within 48 hours of presenting symptoms are 
strongly urged to contact the front office or a pastor within 24 hours of receiving test results. The 
identity of the individual who tests positive will be kept in confidence, but those who are exposed 
will be alerted and encouraged to be tested immediately. Thank you for your ongoing support in 
keeping our community safe.  
 

Percentage of Vaccinated Worship Attendees in September  

Sept. 5 : 95%   Sept. 12:   Sept. 19:    Sept. 26:    

These numbers represent those who have confirmed their vaccination status when registering or checking in. 
Please be sure, if you are willing to share, that your vaccination has been registered with the greeter next  
Sunday.  
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Announcements   
Wednesday Night Bible Study in the New Room from 4pm to 5pm. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Contact Karen Scanlon or the front office for more information.  Masks are required.  
 
 
Memorial Service for Rev. Myron Wingfield—Memorial services will be held on Sat., Sept. 18 
at 2pm at First United Methodist, San Diego. It will also be live-streamed at fumcsd.org. 
 
 
Youth Ministry Fall Kick Off, Sept. 19, 11am to 12pm - The school year has started and it's 
time to get excited about all that the fall has to offer! All families, parents, youth, and kids are 
invited to this hour-long event to learn more about events and programs for the rest of the year 
while getting to connect with other families. Please email amanda@stmarksumcsd.org if you 
have any questions or plan to attend! 
 
 
What is Pastor Jeri reading in September? Join Pastor Jeri for this month’s reading “Being 
Mortal” by Atul Gawande. Conversation will be on Wednesday, Sept. 22 at 6:30pm. Email  
Pastor Jeri at  jeri@stmarksumcsd.org if you are interested in attending.  
 
 
UMW Fundraiser at St. Mark’s, Sept. 25, 8am to 2pm - UMW will be hosting a fundraiser on 
the St. Mark’s front lawn. They will be selling books, baked goods, plants and crafts!  
 
 
The music series committee will release within the next few weeks the details about its  
2021-2022 programs. The first program, an organ concert played by Craig McIlwain, is  
scheduled for September 26 at 4:30pm in the Sanctuary. Attendance can be in person (masked). 
It will also be live streamed which you can access at www.stmarksumcsd.org.  Pre-register 
online or check in when you arrive.  
 
 
Deepening Faith Study Group – Starting this Fall Sundays at 10:45 AM, Sept. 26 – Nov. 7 
The call of discipleship invites us into deeper exploration and understanding of God’s love and 
will in our lives. Beginning this fall, adults of all ages and stages of spiritual development are 
welcome to gather after worship for a time of learning and conversation centered around  
Scriptural and theological principles central to our faith. This fall, we will discuss the principle  
of Sabbath, using Walter Brueggemann’s book Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of 
Now as our guide. Please RSVP to the front office by September 19. Books will be provided.  
 

 

 

 

 



St. Mark’s United Methodist Church  

Rev. Darin Arntson, Lead Pastor• darin@stmarksumcsd.org  

Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis, Associate Pastor • jeri@stmarksumcsd.org 

Amanda Grimm-Schmitt, Dir. of Young People’s Ministries • amanda@stmarksumcsd.org 

3502 Clairemont Dr.  San Diego, CA 92117  858-273-1480   

www.stmarksumcsd.org 
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Sunday’s altar flowers are donated by Diana Starnes in honor of her 
husband, Joe, and granddaughter, Calista, on their birthdays! 

 

 

If you would like to donate altar flowers for Sunday service email  
office@stmarksumcsd.org or call 858.273.1480. 

 

To make a donation to St. Mark’s UMC go to our website  
and click on make a donation.  

 
****************************** 

 

Today’s Worship: 
Organist: Craig McIlwain 

Interim Music Director: Zlatoslav Sokolov  
Sound and Video: Bob Hout, Robin & Elias Nuspl 

Greeters: Margie Boyns, Judy McRae  

Permission to print and stream music  

in this service obtained from  

ONE LICENSE, License #A-735963 or  

CCLI, License #2065908. All rights reserved.            


