
November 1, 2022 

A few Sundays ago, three very brave members of our children’s 
choir sang a song in worship. They had clearly rehearsed well with 
skilled direction, having memorized all the words and hitting all of 
the right notes at the right times. Each of them, a gifted singer, 
impressing us with their beautiful sound as they do every time they 
lead music in the service. 
  
Watching their beaming faces from my seat behind the pulpit, I felt 
overwhelmed, not only by their good work, but by the capacity of the 
church to impact these children in such profound ways. The 
confidence they exude standing in this big sanctuary in front of a 
large group of adults (both known and unknown) suggests that in 
this place and congregation they feel safe, encouraged, and loved. 
  
I think these may be the things we all long to feel that draw us into a 
community of faith: to find true sanctuary, a meaningful purpose, 
and to be accepted and celebrated for who we are. But these 
experiences are only made possible by our engagement with one 
another, and our participation together in creating these 
opportunities that invite God’s goodness more and more into the 
center of our individual and communal life. 
  
In this season of stewardship, may we continue to be mindful of this 
important role we play as members together of St. Mark’s in 
strengthening our ministries to more broadly impact this generation 
and the next. And, may we continue to listen for the ways we are 
being called to offer our gifts in service, leadership, and support, so 
that these blessings we experience may continue to flow through us 
for God’s intended good. 
  
With gratitude and hope, 
  
Pastor Darin 

858-273-1480 
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Keeping In Touch 

Rev. Darin Arntson 
Lead Pastor 

Join us every Sunday at  
9:30 a.m. as we worship  

in-person and online from 
St. Mark’s. You can also 

stay connected with us on 
YouTube & Facebook. 

 

Consecration Sunday, November 13, 2022 
On November 13, we will conclude our All Blessings Flow series. 

During this stewardship season we have focused on growing 
sustainable missional ministries through the sharing of our God-

given resources with and through our congregation. On November 
13, all are invited to offer their pledged commitment for the year 
ahead to be consecrated during the service for God's purpose in 

2023. 
 

Pledge cards may also be returned by mail or in person to the front 
office by November 18. 



Ministry News  
 

New Member Interest Meeting on Sunday, November 13, 11:15 a.m. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about St. Mark’s, what it means to be a United Methodist, or 
how you might deepen your commitment to this congregation through membership, you’re invited! 
No commitment is required of those who attend. Email Pastor Darin with questions or to RSVP at: 

darin@stmarksumcsd.org 

Final Reception for New Members and Baptism Service of 2022 
If you’re interested in becoming a formal member of St. Mark’s or becoming baptized, our 
final reception date for 2022 will be Sunday, December 11 during worship. Please reach 

out to Pastor Darin for more information, or to request to participate in the service this day.  

Saturday, December 24 
 

4 p.m. – Participatory Service for Children 
and their Families  
 
5:30 and 8 p.m. – Traditional Services with 
Carols and Candlelight 

Sunday, December 25 
 

9:30 a.m. – Informal Service, Wear your 
Christmas sweaters or jammies!  

Save the Date!  
Christmas at St. Mark’s 

CCSA: 2022 Holiday Gift Baskets & Gift Bags 
Program 

Sponsor a family with a Holiday Gift Basket or 
provide a homeless individual with a gift bag. 
Sign up today to become a Sponsor! 
 
• Holiday Gift Bags can be dropped off at the 

Clairemont Center from Monday, November 
28 to Friday, December 16. 

• The Holiday Baskets drop off date will be 
Wednesday, December 14 from 8:00 a.m.—
5:00 p.m. 

 

For program guidelines, 
please visit: 

www.ccsasandiego.org  
or call: 858-274-2271. 

Information regarding signing up for a family, items to 
purchase, and delivery info can be picked up from the 

church office or narthex, or downloaded from the 
CCSA website. 

 
Christmas Poinsettias 

 

As years past, the St. Mark’s altar 
will be decorated with poinsettias for 
the Christmas Eve services. Be on 
the lookout for more information in 

the Sunday bulletin and E-news  
in the upcoming weeks. 

 

Save The Date! 
 

Annual Charge Conference 
Sunday, December 11 at 3:30 p.m.  

St. Mark’s Social Hall & Zoom 
 

More information to follow in the  
upcoming weeks. 



Ministry News 
 

Missions and Outreach 
Reaching out to our neighbors through mission opportunities is one of the ways we love our 

neighbors as ourselves. St. Mark’s continues to work in familiar and new ways to bring Christ’s  
love to others.  

 
Agencies who have participated in the past and are returning again are:  

Christ Ministry Center – Good Neighbor Center and Safe Harbors Network 
Community Christian Service Agency 
Fair Trade/Equal Exchange 
Guatemala Project 
Heifer International  
New Entra Casa 
St. Mark’s United Women of Faith  
Tijuana Build 

Three new local organizations will be joining the Marketplace this year: 
Blissful Seeds     – Provides employment and sense of pride for young  

          adults with autism 
Plant It Again        – Creates fulfilling jobs for adults with developmental &  
          intellectual challenges 
Streets of Hope  – Helps feed the homeless in downtown San Diego  
          every Monday night 

Update: Tijuana, Mexico Home Build 
 

The home build scheduled for December 10, 2022 has been cancelled and will be rescheduled for 
2023. Eric Robinson will be working with Project Mercy to schedule a new date – possibly in  

February. After he gets the new date scheduled, Eric will share details about the build site & cost 
and will be recruiting team members. If you are interested in learning more about the home builds, 

contact Eric Robinson at: eric.robinson@omnisafe.net.    

As we’ve done in past years, St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church will once again be hosting an Alternative 
Christmas Marketplace. The Marketplace will be held on 
Sunday, November 20, from 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. in 
the Social Hall. It will be an opportunity to share your 
generosity by purchasing merchandise from various 
charities and to give gifts that provide food, shelter, clean 
water, and job opportunities.  

St. Mark’s Alternative Christmas Marketplace 

Gift booklets with detailed information about each organization, 
some of the items to be sold, and donation sheets will be availa-
ble online, in the church narthex and office beginning the week of 
November 6.  Even if you are unable to attend the Alternative 
Christmas Marketplace on November 20, you will be able to make 
donations or buy some gifts online and by mailing or dropping off 
your donation sheets to the church office. Any questions may be 
directed to Diana Starnes at: dtstarnes@hotmail.com. 

“A Different Way To Do Christmas” 
Enjoy a special kind of shopping this Christmas, and discover the joy of giving 
gifts that spread the good news of Jesus’ birth in a hungry and hurting world. 

mailto:Eric.robinson@omnisafe.net
mailto:dtstarnes@hotmail.com


Ministry News  
 

Choir Ministries Report from Zlatoslav Sokolov 
 

Are you digging in the garage looking for ornaments or searching the attic for all of 
your lights? Seems like time has flown by as Advent and Christmas are in our not so 
distant future. If you’re one of those folks who loves carols, and the joy that Christmas 
music brings but don't really want to commit to a year long choir, you are in luck. Come 
join the Chancel Choir just for the Christmas season. You’ll get to perform with some 
very talented musicians, and learn a thing or two about singing. No experience 
required. Email Slav at: zlatoslav@stmarksumcsd.org or just show up to one of our 
Thursday night rehearsals at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Upcoming Musical Events:  
Christmas at St. Mark’s (A Concert featuring all the ensembles of the church. Bells, Choir, Trumpet, Organ 
and more) on December 4 at 4:00 p.m. 

St. Mark’s Concert Committee is 
Seeking a Grand Piano 

 
The Concert Committee is looking 

for a quality second grand piano for 
the coming February return concert 
of the piano duo, Stephanie Trick 
and Paolo Alderighi. If you are in 
possession of a grand piano that 
you would be willing to loan to the 
Concert Committee for a few days 

in February, please let Connie 
Eitzen know or contact the church 

office. 

2022-2023 Concert Series 
 

This concert season, we will present concerts each 
month through June, so be sure to check upcoming 

communication for future concerts, or visit: 
stmarksumcsd.org/concert-series. 

 

Upcoming Concerts: 
 

Pt. Loma Nazarene Singers 
Sunday, November 6, 2022 | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Christmas at St. Mark’s 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 | 4:00 p.m. 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Choir 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 | 4:00 p.m. 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

• Sunday Nights - Youth Group 
5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. in Room 10 

 

• November 20 - Friendsgiving 
5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. in the Social Hall 

 

• December 11 - Youth Christmas Party 

Check upcoming announcements for details! 

We've had so much fun with all our Halloween activities and I am so thankful for everyone that has volun-
teered and helped out! Now that we've got all our regular ministries started we need lots of help to keep it 
going. If you can help out just once a month in either Kids Church, the Nursery or Youth Group, we'd love 
to add you to our team! If you would like to get involved as a student or volunteer please contact Ryan at: 
ryan@stmarksumcsd.org. 



Ministry News  
 

United Women in Faith: Circle 
Meetings & Announcements 

 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE:  
Wednesday, November 9, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. 

Devotions: Judy Edelblute 
Program: Thanksgiving by Arlene Dempster 

Location: New Room 
 

FAITH CIRCLE:  
Thursday, November 10, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. 

Hostess: Sandi Johnson 
Program: Play chimes 

Location: 6678 Barnhurst Dr., San Diego, CA 92117 
Bring your own lunch. 

 
Candle of Commitment 

The Conference United Women in Faith had their Annual 
Celebration on Saturday, October 22 at First UMC, Pasa-
dena. At the celebration a candle was burning honoring 

mission-minded persons in our midst. To honor a person, a 
donation equal to the amount of money needed to finance 
one minute of worldwide mission work of UWF was made. 
St. Mark's UWF honored two persons: Diana Starnes and 

Juanita Burrows. 
 

Diana is head of the St. Mark's UMC's Mission Commit-
tee. She led the drive for household goods for Just in Time 
that works with youth graduating from foster care. She also 
plans, shops and leads the sandwich-making and distribu-
tion for Streets of Hope, and she delivers to CCSA the food 
collected for them the first Sunday of each month. In addi-

tion, Diana is head usher, secretary of Church Council, and 
formerly head of the Worship Committee. 

 
Juanita, at her death a few weeks ago at 101, was the last 

surviving member of the Wesleyan Service Guild at St. 
Mark's, and probably in all of San Diego County. Fifty years 
ago the Wesleyan Service Guilds in San Diego District es-

tablished what is now New Entra Casa to assist women 
getting out of prison. The Wesley Service Guild merged 
with other mission groups in 1968 to become part of the 

Women's Society of Christian Service. 

Monthly Food Drive for 
CCSA 

Sunday, November 6 
Food is collected at the worship service the 
first Sunday of every month. There will be 
containers in the Narthex and patio, in which 
you can place your donations. Food should 
be non-perishable and not expired. 

New volunteers are 
always welcome and 
appreciated.  
 

Coffee Servers Needed! 

Please sign up in the church office,  
or call Sandi Johnson at: 858-278-8833. 

December and January Sundays are open. 

 
 

We are pleased to reinstate the St. Mark's tradition of 
Thanksgiving lunch the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. The 
United Women in Faith and Inviting/Welcoming Committee 
invite you to bring a potluck dish to Thanksgiving Lunch on 

Tuesday, November 22 at 12:00 p.m. in the Social 
Hall. The UWF will provide turkey, mashed potatoes and 

gravy and coffee. When you sign up after worship on 
November 6, 13, or 20, be prepared to tell us what you will 
bring: vegetable, salad, or dessert. Those who don't cook 

can bring cranberries, rolls, or cold drinks. Everyone is 
welcome. Please put it on your calendar now. 

Pancake Breakfast Volunteers Needed!  
If you can help from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m., contact Tim Higgins at: 619-549-3805. 

Free Drive-Thru Pancake Breakfast 
Open to the community! 

Saturday, November 12, 2022 
8:00 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Thanksgiving Lunch 



Care for the Congregation  
 

You are invited to participate in the  
St. Mark's prayer chain via email.  

Prayer requests will be sent to you via an 
email account you provide; you will not be 

asked  to do anything other than  
offer your private prayers for requests you  

receive. To participate, please email  
Pastor Jeri at:  

jeri@stmarksumcsd.org  

 
Please keep all those in prayer who are  

experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

  Our military personnel: 
  Brook Bossen, Coast Guard 

Kris Brendal, Army 
    Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
    Craig Clemans, Marines 
    Paul Clemans, Air Force 
    Blake Cross, Navy 
    Nathan Streeter, Navy 
    Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
    Henry Hoadley, Navy 
    Milo Riegle, Marines 
    Adam Shelar, Navy 
    Robert Tarango, Navy 
    Dylan Weitzman, Army 

In Our Prayers 
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From Diane Moreno, Minister of Visitation 
 

What are your Five Wishes? 
As we approach the holidays and the time of year when many will be gathering with 
family and friends, I’d like to introduce the Five Wishes form. It is a document that is 
very helpful for individuals to determine how to proceed with the uncomfortable 
conversation about health and end-of-life issues. Because it is only five questions, it 
can easily be completed in a short and directed conversation. 
 
Completing a Five Wishes Form is a gift to your family and safeguards them from the 
difficult position of having to guess what kind of treatment you do or don’t want when 
you cannot speak for yourself. 
 
This form is recognized as a legal document in California.  It promotes an in-depth 
discussion about end-of-life scenario’s and wishes. The Five Wishes form lets your 
family and doctors know who you want to make health care decisions for you when 
you can’t make them, the kind of medical treatment you want or don’t want, how comfortable you want to be, 
how you want people to treat you and what you want your loved ones to know.  
 
If you would like additional information regarding the form, please email me at: diane@stmarksumcsd.org. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy holiday season, 
Diane Moreno 
Minister of Visitation 

mailto:carol.brown@cst.edu


October calendar at a glance... 
 

 

  
 
 Sunday, November 6—CCSA Food Drop-Off 
 10:30 a.m. All Saints Memorial Plaque Dedication—Sanctuary 
 4:00 p.m. Pt. Loma Nazarene Singers—Concert Series Concert—Sanctuary 
 5:00 p.m.  St. Mark’s MXR—Deft Brewing  
 
 Wednesday, November 9 
 10:00 a.m.  UWF Friendship Circle—New Room  
 
 Thursday, November 10 
 12:00 p.m.  UWF Faith Circle—Sandi Johnson’s House  
 
 Saturday, November 12 
 8:00 a.m. Drive-Thru Pancake Breakfast—Social Hall (ends at 10:30 a.m.)  
 
 Sunday, November 13—Consecration Sunday 
 11:15 a.m. New Member Interest Meeting—Meet in the front of the Sanctuary 
 
 Monday, November 14 
 9:45 a.m.  Streets of Hope: assembling bagged lunches—Social Hall 
 5:00 p.m. Streets of Hope: bagged lunch distribution—Meet at the church 
 
 Saturday, November 19 
 10:30 a.m.  Alternative Christmas Marketplace—Social Hall (ends at 12:00 p.m.) 
 
 Sunday, November 20 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group Friendsgiving—Social Hall 
  
 Tuesday, November 22 
 12:00 p.m. UWF & Inviting/Welcoming Committee Thanksgiving Lunch—Social Hall 
 4:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Rescheduled Rehearsal—Choir Room (in place of November 24) 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rescheduled Rehearsal—Choir Room (in place of November 24) 

Every Week In October 
 
Sundays 
 9:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour—Courtyard 
12:00 p.m. Tongan Fellowship  
  (excluding first Sunday of  
  each month) 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group—Room 10 

Wednesdays 
 1:00 p.m.  Bible Study with Pastor Jeri—Zoom 
 3:00 p.m.  Laity Bible Study—New Room 
 6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal—Social Hall 
 6:30 p.m. GriefShare Class—Zoom 
 
Thursdays 
 4:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room 



Events and Reminders  
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November 6 All Saints Day  
and Memorial Plaque Dedication 

 
This year we will celebrate All Saints Day on Sunday, November 6, naming and honoring in  

worship the members of St. Mark's who have gone from this life into life-eternal since November of last year. 
Following worship all are invited to watch the dedication in the sanctuary for the honoring of our saints that 

have been memorialized this year with plaques in the Memorial Garden on the front terrace. Stop to read the 
special tributes to these individuals in the Memorial Book in the south Narthex exit before or after Sunday 

service.  
 

Plaques will be dedicated in honor of: 

Audrey Derwin 

Gee Gee Ferrier 

Elias Alexander Galan 


