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As with so many things long-awaited, it feels a little surreal that we
are finally here—the day before the national election. I confess that
my anxiety is running high; that the tension in our communities and
the sweeping uncertainties have kindled my own fears for what this
week and its outcomes may bring.
And while some might conclude that this is a sign of a fragile faith, I
believe that God calls us to acknowledge and address the realities of
our world as they are, so that, in faith, we can tend to our brokenness
and serve as agents of healing and change. Our belief cannot shield
us from the consequences of our or others’ actions, but it can ground
us in the certainty that nothing we do is beyond God’s redemption in
the end.

Rev. Darin Arntson
Lead Pastor

Sunday, Nov. 8, 2020
9:30 a.m. Streaming at
vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego
and on our
Facebook page.

Our guiding scripture for this stewardship season is echoing in my
ears today. “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will
reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.” Galatians 6:9
In our country, as in our church and our homes, we will reap what we
sow. And though the outcome of the election-- beyond our votes-may be out of our hands, we can control the goodness we sow and
cultivate each day. We can respond to conflict with empathy. We can
seek understanding where we have been encouraged to hate. We
can ask our neighbors what they need to flourish rather than assuming our needs are universal. And, we can give of our resources to ensure the well-being of our entire community beyond just our own.
We are not powerless to build God’s kingdom here if we choose to
allow the Spirit to work within us. So, let us not grow weary in doing
what is right. Let us never give up working for our greatest hope.
Pastor Darin
_______________________________________________________

Holy Communion Schedule
Online - Monday, November 16, at 7:00pm
In Person - Tuesday, November 17 at 1:00pm - masks required
858-273-1480

.Grief During the Holidays
Zoom Gatherings
November 18, December 2 and 9, 2020
6:30 – 8:00 PM
Grief can often feel more complicated during the holiday season
with the expectations of family gatherings and seasonal joy. But
grief is not a respecter of time or season and can leave some people
feeling sad, depressed, or isolated. However, studies show that sharing your feelings can help.
Pastor Jeri and Diane Moreno, St. Mark’s Visitation Minister will be
leading three conversations for those who are experiencing grief during this holiday season.
If you would like to participate in one or all three of these conversations, please contact the church office to register. A Zoom link will
be sent the morning of the session.
And if you need pastoral care before these conversations, please contact us at the church
office 858-273-1480. We are here for you.

VETERANS DAY SPECIAL OFFERING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020

St. Mark’s is taking a special offering this year to support The
Stephen A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at Veterans Village San
Diego. The care provided to individuals and families is customized
for a variety of mental health issues, including anxiety, depression,
PTSD, transitional and relationship issues for post 9/11 veterans and
their family support system.
Thank you for your financial support to our veterans and military
families. Checks can be made payable to St. Mark’s UMC with
Veterans in the memo line.

CONSECRATION SUNDAY,
THIS WEEK, NOVEMBER 8
11:00am — 12:30pm
Now begins our culmination of investing in the harvest of St. Mark’s. Seeds planted some other
time now ‘fill the storehouse with grain’. November 8 is Consecration Sunday when we offer our
pledges upon the altar of God. According to Genesis 13, Abram built an outside altar at Mamre
in Hebron. (There were others, of course.) And so we build our outside holy space to receive
your intentions for the mission of St. Mark’s for the coming year.
Two altars will be available to you on Sunday, November 8 from 11:00 am to 12:30pm: One in
the north parking lot of the church, for those of you who prefer to drive through and not get out
of your cars. A second altar will be staged on the front patio near the glass doors of the Narthex.
Simply park and walk to this area. Ushers will greet you in both places. Abram’s altars were
places of worship. Please offer your prayers, and canned/dry goods for CCSA, too.
Alas, winter follows the natural order of seasons. When you arrive to place your pledges on the
altar this Sunday, consider the strength coming from it. “Nature looks dead in winter because her
life is gathered into her heart. She withers the plant down to the root that she may grow it up
again fairer and stronger.”—Hugh MacMillan 1871
Karen Scanlon, Certified Lay Minister
A Note from Amanda to Families
Did you know there is a new Instagram page dedicated to featuring
what's going on with young people in our community? If you have an
Instagram account make sure to follow along: @stmarksyp
If you don’t, no worries! We'll post everything on Facebook, on our
webpage (stmarksumcsd.org/youngpeople) and here too.

In Our Prayers
Please keep all those in prayer who are
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction,
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Our military personnel:
Brook Bossen, Coast Guard
Kris Brendal, Army
Robert S.Chisholm, Navy
Craig Clemans, Marines
Paul Clemans, Air Force
Blake Cross, Navy
Nathan Streeter, Navy
Lenny Hezelett, Navy
Henry Hoadley, Navy
Michael Hunter, Navy
Milo Riegle, Marines
Robert Tarango, Navy
Dylan Weitzman, Army
You are invited to participate in the St. Mark's
prayer chain via email. Prayer requests will be
sent to you via an email account you provide;
you will not be asked to do anything other than
offer your private prayers for requests you
receive. To participate, please email Carol
Brown at carol.brown@cst.edu.

2020 Charge Conference Details

Pastor’s Bible School
Wednesdays @ 1 P.M.
Join Rev. Jeri on Wednesdays at 1P.M. via Zoom as
we explore the Lectionary Passages of the week. A
Zoom link will be sent by email each Wednesday
morning. Here are the passages for
Wednesday, November 11, 2020
 Judges 4:1-7
 Psalm 123
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
 Matthew 25:14-30

Next Week @ A Glance
Wednesday, November 4, 2020
1:00PM Bible Study with Rev. Jeri/Zoom
Thursday, November 5, 2020
3:30PM Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom
Sunday, November 8, 2020
Consecration Sunday
9:30AM Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s
12:00PM Family Cooking Class/Zoom
Tuesday, November 10, 2020

Our District Superintendent, Rev.
John Farley, will preside over this
year’s Charge Conference to be held
on Thursday, November 12 at 6:00
p.m. by Zoom. Rev. Farley will meet
with the SPRC briefly at 5:30 p.m. also by Zoom.
Anyone in the congregation is welcome to attend Charge Conference.
If you have reports to be presented at
the Charge Conference, please have
them to Michelle no later than Monday, November 2. Reach out if you
need help accessing your form.
Thank you!

7:00PM

School Board Meeting/Zoom

Wednesday, November 11, 2020
Office Closed in observance of Veterans Day
Thursday, November 12, 2020
3:30PM Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom
6:00PM Church Charge Conference/Zoom
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