
Bishop Hagiya’s Update 

on Public Health  

(May 25, 2020) 

Happy Memorial Day to everyonem, and a salute to all of our military veterans and a tribute to those who 

have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. We honor them on this day. As a modern tribute, let us 

also include all of our front-line workers, both emergency and health care professionals, who every day 

risk their own lives working in this time of COVID-19. We thank them for their dedication and courage, 

and pray for their safety! 

We have witnessed some of our national and state leaders proclaim that it is safe for our churches to return 

to open and public worships. I do not believe these decisions are based solely on sound medical advice and 

practice, but rather a rush to reopen everything due to the pressures of popularity or the bottom line of re-

viving the economy. I also realize that our churches are hurting financially, but we need to value people’s 

health and lives over any material possessions. If it is a choice of protecting people’s health and saving 

lives, versus whether or not our churches financially survive, it is clear to me that people matter far more 

than physical objects. Hopefully, we can attend to both of these. But, on a priority list, there is no question 

that people rank far higher than any church property. I do want to share our phased plans for reopening of 

in-person worship. We, as your California-Pacific Conference leadership propose a process for your own 

local church. Here are the broad steps involved:  

• Follow the protocols set forth by your state, county or city in reopening in-person worship services. 

• Develop a detailed plan of action that will be implemented before the date of resuming in-person wor-

ships. 

• Create a local church task force that will create and implement the plan. 

• Have the plan approved by your Administrative Council or leadership equivalent. 

• Submit the final plan for to your District Superintendent for final approval. 

We are working on a check-off form to guide your local church plan, and this should be available later this 

week, as well as a document that includes all the relevant information involved in relaunching your in-

person worship services. 

We have been told that Governor Newsom will be making some specific announcements about reopening 

churches in California today, and already Governor Ige of Hawaii has approved churches to reopen.  

Our proposed Cal-Pac steps outlined above can be worked on immediately, and if followed, they will not 

take long to be approved by your District Superintendent. Please remember that this applies to any groups 

who currently rent from your local church. 

According to our Book of Discipline, all appointed clergy do have the authority over the worship service 

itself, and clergy do have the authority to delay the reopening of in-person worship if they feel it is not yet 

safe. We have full confidence that our appointed clergy and lay leadership will be able to work this out ami-

cably. For those who will be receiving a new pastor this coming July, we ask that you include your incom-

ing pastor in the plans for relaunching. 

There will be major adjustments to our worship services until a vaccine is discovered, mass produced and 

administered to everyone. We really hope that some form of outdoor worship can be created to begin with. 

Our sanctuaries are some of the worst places to protect people from the virus, due to poor ventilation and an 

enclosed space. So, outdoor worship is preferred if possible. This also involves the banning of public sing-

ing as all the research shows that this can spread the virus precipitously. The Skagit Valley choir practice in 

the state of Washington is the prime example, where one person infected 87% of those attending the three-

hour choir practice, and tragically two died of COVID-19. One additional caution will be very difficult for 

us: We strongly urge that those over 65 or who have underlying medical conditions avoid public worship at 

this time. 

Our Book of Discipline is quite clear that we cannot ban anyone from attending our worship services, so 

those who are in those categories and are willing to risk their health and safety by coming to physical wor-

ship must be accepted. However, the church must make some kind of arrangement for their safety, in a sepa-

rate room or section of the sanctuary. This will be part of your plan for relaunching your worship services. 

This is the reason that online or streamed worship services should be continued indefinitely. It will be a way 

for those who are 65+ or who have medical conditions can safely participate while remaining at home. 

There will be much more detailed information coming to you this week, but I wanted to brief you on how 

we will proceed to relaunching our public in-person worship services. As always, we are available for coun-

sel or questions, and just contact your own District Superintendent. 

For inspiration this week, I recommend that you take a look at the video of Chino Hills High School stu-

dents (Youtube: Chino Valley USD Students Spread Hope During School Closures Due to COVID-19) 

Be the Hope, as these students are the hope for our future! 

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop 



Please keep all those in prayer who are  
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.   
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 Our military personnel: 

  Brook Bossen, Coast Guard 
Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Henry Hoadley, Navy 
  Michael Hunter, Navy 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 
  Dylan Weitzman, Army 

You are invited to participate in the St. Mark's 
prayer chain via email. Prayer requests will be 
sent to you via an email account you provide; 
you will not be asked to do anything other than 
offer your private prayers for requests you  
receive. To participate, please email Donna 
Newby at donewby@san.rr.com. 

In Our Prayers 
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Pastor’s Bible School 
Wednesdays @ 1 P.M. 

 

Join Rev. Jeri on Wednesdays at 1P.M. via Zoom as 

we explore the Lectionary Passages of the week.  A 

Zoom link will be sent by email each Wednesday 

morning.   

 

Here are the passages for 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 

 

Genesis 1;1—2:4a 

Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 

  

Dear friends… 

 

This Sunday’s Worship gathering brings a favorite tradition in the cele-

bration of Pentecost. As many of us will recall, this is a time after Jesus 

“was lifted up and a cloud took him out of [the disciples’] sight.” as not-

ed in Acts 1:9b. The text tells us that the disciples immediately went in-

to Jerusalem to an upper room. They invited Matthias to join the leader-

ship gap left unfilled by Judas, and then… 

 

Then, they huddled in place. They sheltered. I imagine that they were 

filled with conflicting emotions. They had seen the horror of crucifixion 

and the mind-blowing wonder of Jesus’ resurrection. The roller coaster 

of emotions must have left them exhausted. 

 

To me, this all sounds terribly familiar. It is in this environment that the 

Holy Spirit came to them, inspired them, filled them, and called them 

anew into service. 

 

A friend of mine is the Pastor at San Louis Obispo United Methodist 

Church. If there’s anyone who loves Pentecost more than I do, it’s the 

Rev. Rick Uhls! It is not uncommon for Pastor Rick to rent confetti can-

nons to loudly proclaim the arrival of the Holy Spirit, generally to some 

amount of surprise even to the one who triggers the report. It is not un-

common for Pastor Rick to wear his solid red suit—complete with tails 

and red Converse All-Stars—to worship and loudly proclaim himself 

Rev. Pentecost! 

 

While I don’t quite share Pastor Rick’s enthusiasm for Pentecost (at 

least to his extent), I do surely share his love for Pentecost. This is the 

beginning of the Christian church! It begins with inspiration and creativi-

ty and joy! And it begins with its fair share of criticism. Doesn’t this also 

sound terribly familiar? 

 

Friends, I invite you to join me in sheltering, in inspiration, and even in 

being criticized. I believe that God’s inspiration is calling us into a new 

thing, a new thing that may seem unusual and even difficult. Even so, 

let us remember that following God’s true inspiration is a powerful way 

to engage in God’s creativity! 

 

God is doing a new thing in us! Let us be inspired and filled with joy! 

Rev. Bob Rhodes 
Lead Pastor, PBUMC 

May 26, 2020 

858-273-1480 

 

St. Mark’s Digital 
Friendship 

Pad Check-ins 
for May 24: 

36 and counting 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 
9:00 a.m. via Livestream 

www.pbumc.org/live  

Next Week @ A Glance 

 

Tuesday, June 2, 2020 

4:00PM     Inviting/Welcoming & Engaging/Zoom 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 
10:00AM   Music Appreciation/Zoom 
1:00PM     Bible Study with Rev. Jeri/Zoom 
 

Thursday, June 4, 2020 
10:00AM   Coffee Chat w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom 
4:00PM     Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 
9:00AM     Worship at pbumc.org/live 
  followed by Zoom fellowship 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 
10:00AM   Music Appreciation/Zoom 
1:00PM     Bible Study with Rev. Jeri/Zoom 
 

Thursday, June 11, 2020 
10:00AM   Coffee Chat w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom 

Nursery School Soft Open & 
Carnival Becomes On-line Auction 

 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Since the annual fundraising carnival in 

April was canceled, the silent auction has    

moved on-line!  This is the school’s larg-

est fund-raiser. Look on our webpage for 

details on how you can participate June 

1-5. 

• The preschool continues to open up to 

students. Protocols from  state and local 

licensing agencies are being adhered to.  

• The infant room  is in need of up to 12 

crib sheets and they are gratefully ac-

cepting donations for this. 

https://www.pbumc.org/live

