
After Jesus, Paul is the most-

important person in the New Testa-

ment.  Some have suggested that he 

was more-important than Jesus to 

the success of the Christian move-

ment.  Thirteen books of the Bible 

are attributed to him. 

But there’s a problem.  His writings 

have been used to justify slavery, 

anti-Semitism, the subjugation of 

women, and the condemnation of 

gays and lesbians.  If we say we 

believe in a gracious, just, and lov-

ing God, how do we come to terms 

with Paul?  Is he an “appealing” or 

“appalling” apostle? 

During Lent, Rev. Craig is leading a 

video-based discussion called “The 

Challenge of Paul” that challenges 

what we know about the Paul of  

history and how we might make 

sense of and understand his  

writings. The discussion will meet 

in the New Room on Thursdays, 

March 8, 22, and 29 from 1 to 2:15 

p.m. Resource guides are available 

THE CHALLENGE OF PAUL 
VIDEO STUDY 

In Pastor’s Sunday School we  

study the lectionary texts which 

follow the church calendar.  It’s an 

informal study, always open to all, 

at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room, just 

behind the church office. 

 

Below are  the  lect ionary  

reading for this week: 
 

Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY 

LENTEN LESSON #2:   
IS ST. MARK’S  
“INWARDLY FRIENDLY”? 

UMCOR SPECIAL OFFERING 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11 

The undies drawers in the church  

office are stuffed. Fabric edges are 

hangin’ out all over the place. Aren’t 

we generous! If you have not taken a 

peek, you ought to. It’ll make you 

smile. Community Christian Service 

Agency will be happy to receive your 

gifts of love. 

New packages of undies in all sizes 

and shapes for men, women, and 

children may be brought to the 

church now through Palm Sunday. 

Thanks, everybody! 

WE’RE AIRING OUR GIFTS 
OF LOVE! 
ST. MARK’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LENTEN  
GIVING PROJECT 

TONY THE MOVIE  AT ST. MARK’S THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 11 

Why do visitors often not come 

back to our churches after a first 

visit? For four reasons, accord-

ing to Lewis Center for Church 

Leadership Director, F. D. 

Powe. Last week we looked at 

churches being inwardly 

friendly. This week we ask the 

question, is St. Mark’s guilty of 

uninspiring worship? (Not a 

nice thing to ask in the hearing 

of our good ministers, is it?) 

“If the point of visiting a church 

is for worship, a visitor is there 

to experience God’s transform-

ing love and grace,” says Powe. 

“If the sermon feels like it was a 

Sunday special, and the music 

feels like the congregation has 

been singing the same hymns 

every Sunday for a year, a visi-

tor senses that the regulars  

attend out of obligation rather 

than a true sense of invest-

ment.” 

Personally speaking, I’d say 

we’re not guilty of uninspiring 

worship. What do you say? Our 

ministers put in a great amount 

of effort in their Sunday  

messages. The music budget 

provides for a variety of new 

music. Worship style is as per-

sonal to an individual as is, say, 

what he/she likes to eat. We are 

a “Body” of Christ when we 

worship together. Sometimes 

our personal preferences need a 

little quieting, or blending. 

Enjoy reading 1 Corinthians 

14:26 about coming together, 

that all things be done for the 

building up... 

By Karen Scanlon 

All are invited to the Social Hall this 

Sunday, March 11th at 10:45 AM, 

for the film "TONY" and a live  

discussion about this important San 

Diego issue.  

 

When Tony ends up homeless after  

losing his job as a waiter in San Diego, 

he is faced with the daily struggles of 

life on the streets. His search for hous-

ing begins, but then turns into a quest 

for solutions to homelessness, not just 

for himself, but for thousands of people 

living on the streets across the county. 

The investigation takes him to the top 

levels of government locally, but also to 

regions across the country where pro-

gress is being made. What do commu-

nities do to significantly reduce home-

lessness? What is happening in San 

Diego? And does Tony find housing?  

Every year St. Mark's is adorned 

with beautiful lilies on Easter  

Sunday as people honor or remem-

ber a loved one. You have the  

opportunity to order your flowers 

beginning March 11 thru March 25.  

The cost for the Easter lilies are $9 

per plant. Orders can be placed  

using the special plant order enve-

lope found in this week’s newslet-

ter, the pews on Sunday morning or 

you can place your order in the 

church office. Orders must be  

received no later than Sunday, 

March 25. 

EASTER LILIES: 
PLACE YOUR ORDER 

All are invited to enjoy a delicious 

pancake breakfast this Sunday in 

the Social Hall before church (7:45 

to 9:15).  This is a monthly gather-

ing on the second Saturday of each 

month.  Be sure to invite a friend, 

neighbor or a complete stranger to 

come and enjoy one of the many 

benefits of being a part of St. 

Mark’s: food, fellowship and fun! 

The UMCOR Sunday offering  

restores and rebuilds lives in Cuba, 

the United States and around the 

world. Your generous giving to 

UMCOR Sunday (formerly One 

Great Hour of Sharing) is what 

allows UMCOR to act as the arms 

and legs of Christ’s church, moving 

toward the most vulnerable in their 

darkest days. Convinced that all 

people have God-given worth and 

dignity—without regard to race, 

religion or gender—together we are 

assisting those impacted by crisis or 

chronic need. Please use the special 

offering envelope found in this 

Sunday’s bulletin to make your 

contribution to UMCOR. 

 

FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST BILL MAYS IN CONCERT 

St. Mark’s Concert Series is 

excited to host Pianist Bill 

Mays in concert on Sunday, 

March 18 at 4:30 p.m.   

Bill Mays is  a prolific  

composer and arranger and  

has had a career as a profes-

sional musician spanning the 

last 55 years. Mays will feature 

a variety of jazz arrangements. 

Vibist Jim Plank will be join-

ing Mays on Duke Ellington's 

"Come Sunday" and his origi-

nal "Lagrima Agradecida." 

Following the concert, a recep-

tion will be held in the Social 

Hall to meet and greet Bill 

Mays and Jim Plank. All are 

invited and please bring a 

friend! 

EASTER BUNNY IS  
COMING TO ST. MARK’S 

It’s that time again! The Easter 

Bunny will be making his annual 

appearance at St. Mark’s on Satur-

day, March 31, from 9 to 11 a.m.  

All are invited for an egg-cellent 

time which includes: an egg hunt, 

cake walk, face-painting, egg deco-

rating, hula hooping, and some other 

egg-citing things!  Please come out 

and be sure to invite your friends 

and family to this kid friendly event! 

All are invited to St. Mark’s this 

S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  1 0 ,  a t  

1 p.m. to celebrate the life of Dave 

Plutchak.  Reception to follow in 

the Social Hall. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
FOR DAVE PLUTCHAK 

St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is 

published weekly by St. Mark’s United 

Methodist Church, 3502 Clairemont Drive, 

San Diego CA 92117.  Periodicals Postage 

paid at San Diego, CA POSTMASTER: 

Send address changes to St. Mark’s Messen-

ger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, S.D., CA 92117 



Sunday, March 11   

9:30AM Worship 

Rev. Craig Dorval 

             Numbers 21:4-9 

John 3:14-21  

Child Care, Rooms 1&2 

 

Keeping In Touch 

 
NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

March 6, 2018 

3502 CLAIREMONT DRIVE, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117  

Dear Friends, 

You don't really need 

modernity in order to 

exist totally and fully.  

You need a mixture of 

modernity and tradition.  

Theodore Bikel 

 

Without tradition, art is a 

flock of sheep without a 

shepherd.  

Without innovation, it is 

a corpse.  

Winston Churchill 

 

What are your Easter traditions?  Two 

big cultural traditions are Easter Egg 

hunts and the Easter bunny. 

A more-serious question is do you have 

traditions for Lent or Holy Week?  This 

season presents a number of powerful 

opportunities for spiritual reflection and 

growth. 

For those of us who were alive in the 

1960s and 70s, it’s difficult to think of 

the word “tradition” without thinking of 

Theodore Bikel singing about it as 

Tevye in the musical Fiddler on the 

Roof.  Fiddler tells the story of his  

attempts to maintain his Jewish  

religious and cultural traditions in 1905  

imperial Russia as outside influences  

encroach upon his family's lives. 

Dictionary.com defines traditions as: 

beliefs or behaviors passed down within 

a group or society with symbolic mea-

ning or special significance with origins 

in the past.  There are some traditions 

from the very early history of Christia-

nity that have taken on theological  

significance and are considered to be 

doctrine. 

In United Methodist practice, tradition is one 

of four elements of spiritual formation and 

growth, along with scripture, reason, and  

experience.  (You may have heard this  

referred to as the “Wesleyan Quadrilateral.”)  

All four elements play a part, and each relates 

to the other three, and one element may con-

flict with another element.  When we reflect 

on our faith this way, and work to resolve 

such conflicts, faith grows and becomes 

stronger.  It is a lifelong process. 

Traditions bring order and meaning to our 

lives, whether they are personal traditions of 

how we celebrate Easter, or whether they are 

community traditions of what we do together 

in study or worship.  They are neither the 

first or last word, however.  Remember that 

much of what we consider sacred tradition 

was once new and innovative practice that 

most “traditionalists” did not like. 

That’s why both Theodore Bikel’s and 

Winston Churchill’s thoughts are so interest-

ing and apropos.  Tradition is powerful, but 

only in combination with modernity and  

innovation.  Even if the modernity and  

innovation come into play only to teach about 

tradition. 

See you in church, and at Tony: The Movie 

after church! 

Craig 

 

St. Mark’s Messenger 

Rev. Craig Dorval 

Senior Minister 

Sunday, March 4: 161 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

 

♥  Tricia Martin 

♥  Beth Parrot  

♥  Mrs. Burton  

♥  Tammy Christian 

♥  Rober Peters 

♥  Allan Infield 

♥  Stephen Johannesen 

♥  Marsha Meyer 

♥  Ofa Fainga’anuku  

♥  Barbara Workman 

♥  Stephanie Ignacio 

♥  Lloyd Scot 

 our military personnel: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

7:45AM   Pancake Breakfast/SH 

8:30AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30AM   Church/Sanc 

10:45AM Tony Movie Event/SH 

12:00PM  Tongan Fellowship /Sanc  

Monday, March 12, 2018 

6:00PM    Carillon Bells Rehearsal/SH 

6:45PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

9:00AM    Chapel Time/Sanc 

6:30PM    School Board Meeting/Lib 

7:15PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

9:00AM    Chapel Time/Sanc 

9:30 AM   Friendship Circle/SH 

10:00AM  Weekly Prayer/NR 

5:00PM    Peace Ringers Rehearsal/SH 

5:30PM    Weekly Bible Study/NR 

6:00PM    Glory Ringers Rehearsal/SH 

7:00PM    Mindfulness - Youth/RM 10 

                 Stress Busters - Youth//RM 9 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 
9:30AM  Ties of Love/SH 

1:00PM   Interfaith Disaster Council/NR 

4:15PM   Children’s Choir Rehearsal/CR 

5:20PM   Children’s Chimes Rehearsal/SH 

7:00PM   Choir Rehearsal/CR 

                Boy Scouts/SH 

7:15PM   AA Meeting/RM 9 

Saturday, March 17, 2018 
10:00AM  Quilt Show & Craft Faire/Sanc 

1:00PM    Lenten Art Show/Sanc 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

8:30AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30AM   Church/Sanc 

12:00PM  Tongan Fellowship /Sanc  

 

CR=Choir Room Sanc=Sanctuary 

Lib=Library SH=Social Hall 

NR=New Room 
 

*If you have any questions  about or 

would like to add an event to the 

church calendar, please contact the 

church office at 858-273-1480 ext.10 

or smumcsdoffice@gmail.com. 
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You are invited to participate 

in the St Mark's prayer chain 

via email. Prayer requests will 

be sent to you via an email 

account you provide; you will 

not be asked to do anything 

other than offer your private 

prayers for requests you re-

ceive. To participate, please 

email Donna Newby: 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

858-273-1480 

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM 
BASIC TRAINING  
MARCH 10, 2018  

Are you looking for ways to 

help in the response to the Lilac 

Fire? Plan to attend the required 

ERT Basic Training at: 

First UMC of San Diego  

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

$40 

Fee includes materials, light 

lunch and snacks, and Safe 

Gatherings training, with back-

ground checks provided by  

UMCOR 

United Methodist Volunteers in 

Mission (UMVIM) sponsors 

Early Response Teams (ERTs) 

to fill specific needs in the early 

days after a disaster, such as 

cleaning out flood-damaged 

homes, removing debris, placing 

tarps on homes and otherwise 

helping to prevent further dam-

age, while providing a caring 

Christian presence. To be eligi-

ble for an ERT team you must 

take the 8 hour Basic Class 

ERT. You will then be provided 

with an ERT identification card 

which is valid for three years. A 

Renewal Class of 4 hours is  

required every 3 years. A back-

ground check (conducted 

through the California-Pacific 

Conference through Safe Gath-

erings) is required in order to 

receive an ERT identification 

card and participate on a team.   

Missed Sunday’s sermon? You 

can watch Sunday morning  

sermons on video via St. 

Mark’s website: stmark-

sumcsd.org/sermons. They 

can also be found on St. 

Mark’s YouTube channel: 

stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

NEVER MISS A SERMON  
ATTENTION ALL QUILT 
SHOW PARTICIPANTS 

All quilt items must be deliv-

ered to the church Social Hall 

on Friday, March 16, either  

between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. or 

4 and 6 p.m. Be sure to encour-

age all your friends to come to 

the show on March 17. 


