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DEAR FRIENDS,  

Recently I read an article that talked about the chance of a "super" El Niño forming this year. This 

is good news and not so good news.  As I continued to read the article there was a fuller explanation of 

what an El Niño might entail.  In the article Bill Patzert, a climatologist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 

Pasadena, said that an El Niño will not be our state’s savior.  The rain will be good but the concern is that 

it will be warmer rain and not impact the Northwest snow region.  It might also create other problems. 

Patzert emphasized a couple of key things to remember about El Niño.  “A strong one can become a 

destroyer instead of savior: The torrential rains it brings can lead to mudslides, floods and coastal 

erosion.”  These are certainly not things we would want to encounter despite how much we need the rain. 

As I read the article I found the language intriguing given the fact that this Sunday we celebrate 

Pentecost.   Jesus, our Savior promised the Spirit of truth would come to the disciples after he ascended so 

they would not be alone. That day arrived and the work of the Holy Spirit forever changed the lives of the 

disciples, giving birth to the Church in very difficult times.  Rome still occupied Jerusalem and Christians 

were being persecuted.  Yet, the Holy Spirit empowered simple men from various backgrounds and 

economic means to preach the good news of Jesus to all who would listen.  And the gift of the Holy Spirit 

that reigned in Jerusalem over 2,000 years ago continues to spring up new life in hearts today.    

Here at St. Mark’s we are seeing this new life sprout up in many ways.  We can continue to 

support the many youth activities, many mission outreach opportunities, develop new and innovative ideas 

for alternative Worship experiences, and so many other community programs and resources offered 

through our church.  Trying to schedule them all in our calendar is becoming a challenge, but we 

persevere because we are called to move where the Spirit leads us. 

As we grow in opportunities this may be difficult for some because there are so many things going 

on and it seems we are moving in many directions, but I see it as an opportunity to reach out just as the 

disciples did.  They were led by the Spirit of truth to proclaim Jesus as Savior and that is what the church 

continues to do today.  We may be doing things differently but we can embrace the new while we sing the 

familiar lyrics, “I’m gonna move when the Spirit says move.”  So, as we wait to see what the weather 

holds for us we can be sure of one thing, come rain or shine we have the gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us 

as we move.   

See you in church - wherever that may be, 

Jeri 

 

 

 

TRAFFIC ALERT: ROCK N ROLL MARATHON IS THIS WEEKEND 

The Rock n Roll Marathon will be taking place on Saturday and Sunday, May 30th and 31st.  Please be sure 

to double check the route in case it blocks your normal route to the church on Sunday morning.  Possible conflicts 

are: Parts of Morena Boulevard Denver Street and I-5. 

A full map of road closures can be found at: http://runrocknroll.competitor.com/san-diego/the-race/#link-

course-map. 

 



SUMMER CAMPS AND CAMPERSHIPS 

FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE!   

Did you attend Summer Camp?  Do you want 

that experience for your children, grandchildren, 

neighbor or friend?  We are happy to announce the 

dates for 2015 Summer Camp at camp Cedar Glen 

have been established for Grades 1 – 12.   

Younger Elementary (Grades 1-3) July 5-8, 

2015 - $190. – through May 31, 2015 

Elementary (Grades 3-6) July 5-11, 2015 - 

$400. - through May 31, 2015 

Jr/Middle High (Grades 7-9) July 12-18, 

2015 - $400. - through May 31, 2015 

Sr. High (Grades 9-Graduated Sr.) 

July 19-25, 2015 - $400. - through May 31, 

2015 

To register or get more information visit the 

Cal-Pac Camp website www.calpaccamps.org and 

click on “2015 Summer Camp” link.   St. Mark’s 

continues to offer Campership assistance.  Please see 

Rev. Jeri or the Church Office for campership 

assistance forms.   

 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

On Sunday, June 14, St. Mark’s will 

recognize our high school and college graduates 

during morning worship.   

High school graduates:  Please provide us 

your full name, your high school, and plans for your 

future.  

College graduates:  Please provide us your 

full name, your college, and the degree you have or 

will receive. 

Please call or stop by the church office or 

send your information via email to Malinda 

(smumcsdoffice@gmail.com) by May 31 to ensure 

recognition of achievement on June 14. 

DISABILITY AWARENESS/ACCESSIBILITY 

SURVEY EVENT FOR YOUTH, SUNDAY, 

MAY 31, 3 P.M. 

Youth and kids (ages 8+) are invited to take 

wheelchairs for a spin around the campus to explore 

accessibility, along with hands-on activities 

increasing disability awareness. Girl or Boy Scouts- 

this event complete several parts of the Disability 

Awareness Badge requirements. At 5 p.m. we’ll 

attend the Conversations for the Common Good 

event. Please RSVP with Kris Nieder at 

kris@stmarksumcsd.org. 

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN! 

Frank Sinatra sang about clouds that contain 

pennies from heaven, but what do you do with the 

loose change you find on the street?  Here is what we 

found in one offering this past Easter.  “What an odd 

amount [this offering is], but the meaning is worth 

mentioning.  This is money that two friends and I have 

found over one year while on our walks.  We covered 

miles and miles to collect this.  I always give it to the 

church at Easter.  Blessings to all of our wonderful 

finance people.”   

Thank you, Karen Scanlon, for seeing pennies 

from heaven which we use to make life brighter for 

those in our community. 

 

GRIEF IS SOMETHING EVERYONE 

EXPERIENCES IN THEIR LIFE  

It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about 

the future right now if you’ve lost a spouse, child, 

family member, or friend.  You’ve probably found 

there are not many people who understand the deep 

hurt you feel.  This can be a confusing time when you 

feel isolated and have many questions about things 

you’ve never faced before.  GriefShare groups meet 

weekly to help you face these challenges and move 

toward rebuilding your life. Each GriefShare session 

has three distinct elements: videos with experts, 

support group discussion with focus, and personal 

study and reflection.  

Lindsey Amati, Maser of Social Work, will 

lead this 13 - week series beginning Tuesday, May 

26, from 6 – 8 p.m.  Please contact St. Mark’s 

Office at 858-273-1480 to sign up. 

GriefShare is for people grieving the death 

of a family member or friend.  We understand that 

there are other losses in life that create feelings of 

grief. You might be experiencing a job loss, a 

divorce, estrangement from a child, or the loss of 

friends because of a move. This grief is real, but it is 

not the kind of grief discussed in GriefShare 

sessions.  You are encouraged to contact a pastor, 

counselor, or church leader for help in finding 

resources that will be of specific help in your 

situation.  
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NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 
Sunday, May 24, 2015  

8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc 
10:45 A.M.   Joyful Noise/CR 

                             Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc  

Monday, May 25, 2015 – OFFICE CLOSED 

6:00 P.M.   Carillon Bells/SH 

Tuesday, May 26, 2015 
12:00 P.M.   Education Committee Mtg 

6:00 P.M.   GriefShare/NR 

7:00 P.M.   Trustees/Lib 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 

4:00 P.M.   UMW Exec. Mtg/Lib 

5:00 P.M.   Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 P.M.   Bible Study/NR 

6:00 P.M.   Youth Group/Rm 10 

                             Glory Ringers/SH 

Thursday, May 28, 2015 

8:00 A.M.   CCSA Water Distribution 

9:00 A.M.   Coffee Chat/Rm 10 

4:15 P.M.   Hallelujah Cherub Choir/CR 

5:00 P.M.   Chimes/SH 

6:30 P.M.   Christian Believer Study/NR 

7:00 P.M.   Chancel Choir/CR 

    Boy Scouts/SH 

Friday, May 29, 2015  

9:00 A.M.   School Family Friday/SH 

Saturday, May 30, 2015  

9:00 A.M.   Special Event/Sanc; SH 

Sunday, May 31, 2015  

8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc 
10:45 A.M.   Joyful Noise/CR 

11:00 A.M.   Teaching Workshop/SH 

12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 

3:00 P.M.   Disability Awareness/Office 

5:00 P.M.   Conversation for Common Good/Sanc  
 

JUNE 7th CONCERT POSTPONED 

 It is with regret that the June Organ/Trumpet 

concert is postponed until October 2015.  Carl Eitzen, 

trumpeter with the United States Air Force Band and 

soloist for the planned concert, has received orders 

which make it impossible for him to be in San Diego 

on that date.  Actual concert date will be announced in 

September. 

SPECIAL HISTORY EVENT FOR 39ERS 

39ers will be gathering in the Social Hall at 

11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 2 for lunch and a 1915 

Panama-California Exposition centennial review.  

Cost for your lunch is expo-planned and priced at 

$1.29 per person.  Please RSVP to Karen at 858-272-

7357 or kwscanlon@gmail.com so that concessions 

operators will have enough on hand.  Please do come, 

this fair's for you! 

MISSION TRIP FOR ADULTS 

Are you feeling called to do something 

this year that engages your heart and your hands? 

Are you looking for a get away to grow spiritually 

and serve those in need? As our youth gear up for 

SSP and others for Summer Camp, the Cal-Pac 

South District UMC is getting ready to go to 

Crisfield, Maryland, September 26 – October 3, 

2015 to continue restoration work on the 3
rd

 

anniversary of Hurricane Sandy’s landfall.  

Information is available in the church office.   

 

SAVE THE DATES! 

This summer St. Mark’s is doing something 

fun for our families and singles.  We are going to host 

three Fun Fridays.  We will share a meal, engage with 

scripture, play games, do a craft and participate in a 

mission project.  All this fun will be on Friday, June 

26, July 24, and August 28 between the hours of 6 – 

8 pm.  People of all ages and stages of life are invited 

to share in the fun.  Sign-ups will begin Sunday, June 

7 on the patio.   

 

CCSA IN PACIFIC BEACH 

A few weeks ago several people from St. 

Mark’s visited the Community Christian Service 

Agency in Pacific Beach. It’s a small, well-organized 

space on the campus of PB Presbyterian Church on 

Garnet. An average 130 homeless men and women 

visit the site weekly. 

    Clothing shelves were nearly bare of men’s 

jeans, and I stared at them thinking about the numbers 

of jeans still hanging in Tom’s closet. Two years have 

passed since his death, and I have been able to let go. I 

took the jeans to CCSA, a cathartic move. 

    I went back to the PB site last week to chat 

with staff member Kitti Moreno and see the work 

going on there. Volunteers Carol Suiter was busy 

packing lunches and Nurse Joanna Cary was preparing 

to treat the occasional injury. 

    “We serve a different clientele here, many are 

individuals transplanted from elsewhere looking for 

the California dream and its weather, jobless and 

helpless, drugs and alcohol,” Kitti noted. “We also 

help them obtain bus passes, and the necessary birth 

certificates and ID cards, which are often lost or 

stolen.” 

     The women agreed that their work is most 

rewarding. “We feed and clothe, but do a lot of little 

things for our people,” Carol said. “God works here all 

day long.” 

 

 



SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2015  

8:30 A.M. Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 A.M. Church /Sanc 

10:45 A.M. Joyful Noise/CR 

                          Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00 P.M. Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 

 

9/11 SURVIVOR MICHAEL HINGSON 

TO SPEAK AT ST. MARK’S 
Conversations for the Common Good 

Do come to hear an emotional testament of the 

human spirit on Sunday, May 31, at 5 p.m.  Childcare 

is available, and a reception of light hor d’oeuvres 

follows Michael’s presentation. Everyone is invited. 

 

COMMISSIONING OF OUR SSP MISSION 

TEAM: MAY 31ST 

We are excited to announce that St. Mark's 

will be sending 11 youth and four adults to Tsaile, 

Arizona this summer to work on the Navajo Nation 

through the Sierra Service Project. The mission team 

will be commissioned during our May 31st church 

service.  Thank you to our wonderful sponsors, pot pie 

and butterbraid customers, United Methodist Women, 

Missions Committee and our hardworking pancake 

breakfast crew for making this trip possible! 
 

TEACHING WORKSHOP 

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015  

11 A.M. IN THE SOCIAL HALL 

St. Mark's Education Committee invites all 

Sunday School teachers, and anyone who works with 

children and youth, or is a parent of a child or youth, 

to attend this workshop. The facilitator will be 

Elizabeth Scanlon, MOT/OTR/L. Lizzie is an 

Occupational Therapist with the Developmental 

Center. She will give us guidance on how to meet 

different educational needs in a variety of settings, by 

building a toolbox of ideas to keep students stimulated 

and focused, while meeting educational goals. The 

workshop will last about 1 to 1 1/2 hrs. 

Please RSVP to the church office at: 858-273-

1480 by Friday, May 29, so Lizzie can adequately 

prepare.  Child care will be available.  

 

OUR PRESENCE  

 Church attendance was 144 on Sunday, May 17.  

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room.  

Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 Acts 2:1-21 

 Psalm 104:24-34 

 Romans 8:22-27 

 John 15:26-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist 

Church, we made vows to commit ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.” 

 

Continued prayers: 
 

 ♥  Nancy Deitzler  

♥  Den Hemingway 

♥  Brad Davidson 

♥  Malinda Whiteley 

♥  Jackie Carpenter 

♥  Don Saunders 

♥  Teresa Higgins 

♥  Carol Galante 

♥  Louis Hall 

♥  Josephine Fortune 

♥  Nancy Deitzler 

♥  Jackie Delbaugh 

♥  Dorothy Sage 

♥  Bill Horner 

♥  Lois Ramsey 

♥  Mitch Boyer  

♥  Ken Murphy 

♥  Deanna Marshall    

  

   …and our military personnel, including: 
 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon Dempster, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Daniel Ness, Army 

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

 

 

Condolences to the friends and family of Rod Barrett 

who passed away on May 16.  
  
 


