
13-WEEK GRIEFSHARE GATHERINGS 

STARTS JULY 19  

Grief is something everyone experiences in 

their life.  It may be hard for you to feel optimistic 

about the future right now if you’ve lost a spouse, 

child, family member, or friend.  You’ve probably 

found there are not many people who understand the 

deep hurt you feel.  This can be a confusing time 

when you feel isolated and have many questions 

about things you’ve never faced before.  GriefShare 

groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges 

and move toward rebuilding your life. Each 

GriefShare session has three distinct elements: videos 

with experts, support group discussion with focus, 

and personal study and reflection.   

 Lindsey Amati, Scripps Health Palliative 

Social Worker, will lead this 13-week series on 

Tuesdays, beginning July 19, from 6-8 pm.  Please 

contact St. Mark’s Office at 858-273-1480 to sign 

up. 

 GriefShare is for people grieving the death 

of a family member or friend. We understand that 

there are other losses in life that create feelings of 

grief. You might be experiencing a job loss, a 

divorce, estrangement from a child, or the loss of 

friends because of a move. This grief is real, but it is 

not the kind of grief discussed in GriefShare sessions.  

You are encouraged to contact a pastor, counselor, or 

church leader for help in finding resources that will be 

of specific help in your situation.  
 

PLEASE LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR JANUARY, 2017 

In 1979 a College Scholarship Fund was 

established at St. Mark's to aid students from St. 

Mark's United Methodist Church with some of the 

costs of achieving a college education at the 

undergraduate or graduate level.  This year St. 

Mark’s will be awarding scholarships in January, 

2017.  If you are enrolled at a college or university for 

this school year, please stop by  the church office and 

pick up a scholarship application.  Application 

deadline is December 28, 2016. 
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HELP HOMELESS PERSONS THIS SUMMER 

Beginning in this month the Christian 

Community (CCSA) Service Agency is encouraging 

everyone to help the homeless battle the hot San 

Diego Summer weather by providing them with the 

following items: 

 Hats 

 Sunglasses 

 Sunscreen (SPF 45+) 

 Lip Balm(with SPF) 

 Sunburn relief lotion 

 Bottled water 

 Juices 

 Flip Flops 
 

Donations may be dropped off at any CCSA 

location 1675 Garnet Ave, San Diego CA 92109 or 

4167 Rappahannock Ave, San Diego Ca 92117, 

Monday thru Friday, 10 AM to 3 PM. 

 

CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULTS!  
By Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 

If you are between the ages of 18 to 30 you 

are invited.  Invited to what you may be asking?  

Invited to engage in an informal gathering of like-

aged but not necessarily like-minded people to talk 

about whatever you want to talk about.  This is not 

about church but about you, about life, about 

everything from water to wine.  In fact, that is what 

this gathering will be called, Water to Wine. We will 

share in open ended conversations from the mundane 

to the mystery.  There are no books and no lectures, 

just conversation about the things on your mind. 

What can you expect at this gathering?  

Laughter, appetizers and mismatched patio furniture 

in the backyard of Rev. Jeri & Tom’s house.  What do 

you bring; whatever you want to drink, from water to 

wine.  

The first gathering will be on Wednesday, 

July 6, at 6 PM.  Please RSVP so there will be enough 

appetizers for everyone.  Phone number is 858-449-

7515.  Our address is 2919 Frankel Way, San Diego, 

CA 92111.  We hope you’ll join us.  

 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 
Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is now 

available via our website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons 

or our YouTube channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 

Last Sunday at St. Mark’s was extraordinary in several ways.  If you weren’t here, I encourage you to talk to 

someone who was.  I’d say look up the sermon online, but that was far from the most-important part of the service.  

The most important part of last Sunday’s service was Faith Forward, when members of the St. Mark’s community 

and beyond are invited to share significant experiences from their lives of faith. 

 

A week ago I received an e-mail from Katie Guevara, asking why St. Mark’s was not making a concerted 

outreach to the LGBTQI communities after the mass murder at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando on Sunday, June 12.  I 

asked if she would help us by talking about this in church, and she agreed. 

 

Katie is a third-generation member of St. Mark’s.  You may remember her singing in the youth choir, or you 

may buy coffee and chocolate from her at the Equal Exchange table on Sundays. 

 

She made a courageous, eloquent, honest, challenging, and heartfelt statement that had many of us in tears, 

and caused the congregation to rise in applause and support when she was done.  Unfortunately, we didn’t make a 

recording of it.  But we are very grateful Katie agreed to let us reprint it in this Messenger: 

 

Hi. Most of you probably recognize me from around the church area or, more recently, 

from the Equal Exchange booth outside on the patio, the one I run every Sunday after 

church. Most of you are probably expecting this to be about how my faith journey has 

led me to taking over that booth and my love for missions work and all the good this 

church has done. It's not. What I’m about to talk about is something I have been holding 

onto since I was very little and didn't even understand it. This is something that I've been 

meaning to say for years but never had the courage to do so. This is a topic that will 

probably make most of you uncomfortable. Good. I am part of the LGBT community, 

and in light of the massacre that happened a week ago, admitting this to you all is easily 

the scariest and most dangerous thing I've ever done.  

  

Growing up as a queer Christian is not an easy thing. You hear bigots on the news 

protesting our right to exist as human beings. You see people with large signs getting 

onto college campuses and yelling at people that they are inhuman sinners for simply 

existing. You hear stories of parents threatening to leave their child out on the street or 

forcing their kids into torturous conversion camps and driving them to suicide, and 

sometimes those stories happen to your friends... And all of this is done in the name of 

religion. Our religion. In light of the most recent shooting I have seen a disturbing 

amount of pastors standing up and praising the shooter, and I'm not talking about 

extremists like the Westboro Baptist church, I'm talking about Christian Preachers who 

have looked so far into the bible they forgot what the message was. It's not hard to see 

why so many queer youth turn away from religion when all they see are those who hate 

them and who call for their death for simply existing.  

  

I'm lucky. I am so lucky that I grew up in this church where I have never once heard us 

actively condemn being queer. I am so lucky that my immediate family is so open and 

accepting of who I am. I am so lucky that I have pastors who've encouraged me to stand 

up here and speak up about this. I've seen so many of my friends treated horribly by 

their own churches and their own families for who they are, and the knowledge that that 

could have been me weighs heavily on my mind constantly. (continued…) 



 
 

 (…continued) 

But… it’s getting to a point where I am tired of feeling like I'm the only one calling for 

change in this church. A few years ago I was the only one to suggest that we start an 

LGBT+ Christian group, and despite the positive response the only follow up I heard 

was one or two people asking me on occasion if I'd done anything yet. I am tired of 

feeling like I'm the only one who cares when instances like this happen. I am tired of the 

fact that it takes a massacre of 49 people, 49 people like me, for issues like this to be 

brought up at all, yet the continued murder of my people, the deaths that don't make the 

headlines go unnoticed. I am tired, and I am terrified, because already more threats 

have been made at the LGBT community in San Diego and for all I know it could be 

from someone in this room. I am not safe, and I have never been safe. I love St. Mark's, 

and I am thankful for the lack of bigotry shown here, but I've realized recently that not 

actively condemning the LGBT+ community is not the same as supporting it. And now, 

more than ever, we need support. 

  

It would have been so easy to just hide in my room and never come out, to have the rest 

of you thinking I am a straight woman, to just pretend I wasn't crumbling a little more 

every time I see another one of my queer friends open up about how terrified they are 

about it all, but this isn't about me. I am not standing up for myself, I'm standing up for 

others like me. I don't claim to know the bible backwards and forwards, that's for my 

brother to do, but I do remember one specific thing that Jesus said that I've held onto for 

years as my last lifeline to this church: The most important of the commandments is 

love. Love the lord your god, and love your neighbor. We are your neighbors, and we 

need to know your love now more than ever.  

  

Please. Donate blood for the victims of Orlando, donate money to the Orlando fund, 

donate to the Trevor Project, It Gets Better, the San Diego LGBT Center, and if you 

can’t do that then reach out to someone you know who is queer. Ask them how they're 

doing, let them know you're here for them, let them know that someone cares. If there's 

anyone in this church who is like me, then know that I am here for you even if no one 

else is.  

  

So many queer people grow up believing that the church hates them, and so many 

churches do nothing to dissuade them by either condemning them outright or remaining 

silent. We can be better than this.  

  

If you want to speak more with me about this, I will be where I always am after church, 

out at the Equal Exchange stand. Thank you for your time.  

 

Katie has issued quite a challenge: “We can be better than this.”  I agree.  What are some ways we can reach 

out now, with radical hospitality? 

 

See you in church. 

Craig 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2016 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                       Summer Choir Rehearsal/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

10:45 AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

11:30 AM   Living Fully, Dying Well/SH 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 
 

 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Begins at 8:30 A.M. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 
  

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

 



NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 

1:00 PM   Half Truths/NR 

7:00 PM   Trustees/Lib 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

Thursday, June 30, 2016 
7:30 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

1:00 PM   SD IDC Mtg/NR 

7:00 PM       Boy Scouts/SH 

Friday, July 1, 2016 

8:00 PM   Misanale/SH 

Sunday, July 3, 2016 
8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                         Summer Choir Rehearsal/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

11:30 AM   Living Fully, Dying Well/SH 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 

 

CHAIR YOGA!   

On Thursday mornings, at 7:30 AM, you are 

invited to start the day with intentional breathing and 

gentle movements. Yoga instructor, Heather Foat will 

conduct weekly classes in the Social Hall. The cost for 

each class is donation based with a suggested 

minimum of $5.  Call the church office for more 

information: 858-273-1480.  
 

SUMMER SESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL 
By Renee Anderson 

Summer is nearing and that means that St. 

Mark's United Methodist Church will be asking for 

assistance to teach One Room Sunday school. Choose 

any week and pick up the lesson plans when you sign 

up. If you are interested in finding out more about the 

program and/or signing up, please contact Renee 

Anderson, Sunday School Superintendent, via email at 

the.renee.anderson@gmail.com. 

 

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY  

On Sunday, July 3, you can help CCSA 

restock their shelves by bringing canned food to 

church.  Just drop an extra can or two in your cart 

when you do your weekly shopping, then bring them 

with you to church and drop them off at the table on 

the patio before church.  We need everyone’s help to 

meet the needs of our neighbors.   

 

YOUR PRESENCE  

Sunday, June 19, church attendance  

was 166.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC 

Remember the monthly blood pressure 

screening is this Sunday, June 26 at 10:45 AM in the 

New Room.  Be sure to stop by and get yours checked.  

It’s free, quick and painless. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE  

 The church office will be closed Monday, July 

4, in observance of the holiday.  The office will reopen 

on July 5. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service and our witness.”  

 

♥  Family of Guadalupe Campos de Ontiveros  

♥  Phyllis Drewett 

♥  Denny Hagar  

♥  Ed Barker   

♥  Hope Coleman 

♥  Brad Davidson 

♥  Scarlet French 

♥  Bob & Linda Rose 

♥  Aimee & Avan Rose 

♥  Jay Boggs  

♥  Danny Cislo  

♥  Rick Mitchell 

♥  Patty Harris 

♥  Juanita Burrows 

♥  Louis Hall 

♥  Jerry Eubanks 

♥  Floyd Murphy  

♥  Dave Plutchak  

♥  Georgia McNeil 

      …and our military personnel, including: 
 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 


