
June 1, 2022 

This month marks the end of my second year in appointment as St. 
Mark’s Lead Pastor. And (good grief!) what a two years it has been!    
 
I’ve been referring to this year as my “second first-year,” as we have 
only really been able to see and meet and be present to one  
another in person since last June. (Though, in other ways, the many 
obstacles and challenges we have navigated together make it seem 
like we’ve been at this for quite some time!) I am grateful, after a 
long season of distancing, to be finally getting to know you and 
share in ministry with you in ways that feel more genuinely pastoral 
(and less like televangelism… it wasn’t my favorite…). I’m so  
grateful for the ways you are welcoming me into your lives—in both 
celebration and suffering; doubt and hope—and for this ongoing  
opportunity to grow with you in the faith that anchors us through it 
all.  
 
I imagine, for many of you, this may have felt a little like a first-year, 
too, adapting to new and different realities where familiar things 
used to be. “The first year is always the hardest,” they say, and I 
hope that as we move into this next year together, we will find more 
ease and comfort as new patterns emerge; as the newness of  
relationships and routines become a little more worn in.  
 
And also, I hope that remembering all we have accomplished and 
adapted to over these past two years might allow us to embrace 
each new season with confidence that, through every change, our 
love for God and one another is what holds us steady.  
 
There will always be newness ahead of us. We are resurrection 
people, after all. May we give thanks that we won’t face it alone, and 
may we have hope for the goodness it too can bring.  
 
Pastor Darin 
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Keeping In Touch 

Rev. Darin Arntson 
Lead Pastor 

Join us every Sunday at  
9:30 a.m. as we worship  

in-person and online from 
St. Mark’s. You can also 

stay connected with us on 
YouTube & Facebook. 

 

Beach Services Are Back In August! 
Please mark your calendars for upcoming  

Beach Services at Mission Bay. Four  
Sundays in August, 8:30 to 9:15 a.m. (Church  

services in the St. Mark's sanctuary will  
continue as usual, at 9:30 a.m.) More  

information coming down the pike.  



 
     

 

Ministry News  
 

Choir Ministries Report from Zlatoslav Sokolov 
 
 
Chancel Choir 
The chancel choir worked really hard during the Lent and Easter season to 
bring our congregation meaningful music. They learned a ton of music and 
were brilliant in turning on a dime as we needed them during such a busy 
season. They sang brilliantly with brass on Easter and definitely rose to the 
occasion. I can't begin to say how proud I was of every single one of the 
singers. It is a great pleasure to work with such wonderful musicians and 
even better people. 
 
Summer Choir  on the horizon 
Come  sing with us on June 12th, as we start summer choir.  We will rehearse from 8:15 a.m. 
for  about an hour and then sing for the 9:30 a.m. service. It is a great chance to sing with our core 
members of the chancel choir.  You can sing once or join us any time during the summer.  We will 
sing from June - August.  We won't be having our usual Thursday rehearsals so it's a great time to 
join if time was an issue.  
 
Cherub Hallelujah Choir 
The kiddos have been meeting weekly and are growing everyday. We just added harmony to their 
repertoire. It was a challenge at first but they rose to the occasion and are exceling. It's amazing to 
hear their voices blend to create a chord. We had a full roster this past Sunday, as the pandemic 
lessons, more and more families are comfortable coming back and singing in person. Very great 
news for the choir! We are learning about many of the fundamentals of music including note  
reading, rhythm reading, concepts like the circle of fifths, chord structure and much, much more. 
The kiddos soak  everything up like sponges. Choir has become a great place to learn about music 
but more importantly build discipleship and friendship. 

 

California-Pacific Annual Conference, June 15-18 2022 
“Ending Physical and Spiritual Hunger” 

 
Each year, United Methodists around the world, both clergy and laity, gather to administrate the 
work of the church in mission and ministry. St. Mark’s belongs to the California-Pacific Annual  
Conference, along with hundreds of other congregations from the border of Mexico to Santa  
Barbara, Victorville to Hawaii, and even Saipan. This year, we will gather both online and in person, 
and will congregate in a new location for the first time in Costa Mesa.  
 
 
St. Mark’s has an opening for one more delegate to serve as a voting member of the AC. If you are 
a member of the church and interested in learning more about the denomination, or the current  
conversations within our Conference, please let Pastor Darin know. Please, also, expect limited  
office hours the week of June 14.  

The San Diego Children's Choir Post-Tour Concert  
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022  

Time: 7 p.m.  
Location: St. Mark’s Sanctuary  

Free to the public. No reservations or tickets required 



Ministry News 
 

Campus Ministry Sunday – June 12 
 Sunday June 12 is Campus Ministry Sunday. Funds collected are used to support on-site 

ministries (ministers and programming) at colleges and universities throughout the California 
Pacific Annual Conference, providing spaces on/near campus for students to grow spiritually 
and engage in activities with others on their own faith journey. Please give as you are able. 

Bring your pup and join us this summer for leashed walks and  
fellowship, the first Monday and third  

Saturday of each month. 
 

June’s Dates  
Monday, June 6th at 5:30 PM at the park 

Saturday, June 18th at 8:00 AM at the bay 
Meet in the church parking lot 

 
Looking forward to our next Family Picnic!   

Thanks to all for the tasty food and fellowship! 

Thank you to all who supported the  
mission and outreach project for 
those who are aging out of foster 
youth care and starting their first 

homes. Your support of new home 
items and gift cards are deeply  
appreciated. If you still want to  

donate, please contact the church 
office for more information of what is 

needed. We can be reached at 
help@stmarksumcsd.org. 

 



Ministry News  
 

St. Mark’s is on the move once again as we join the San Diego Pride Parade Saturday, July 16, 
2022. Everyone is invited to join in the festivities as we plan this exciting event.  Everyone is  
welcomed to join in the parade and other events.  Whether this is your first  
experience or you’ve been a part of this tradition in years past you are invited to 
come, share God’s love with our community as we celebrate PRIDE!  
 
Saturday, June 11 @ 9 a.m. we will get together in the Social Hall to make  
posters to decorate the golf-cars and to carry in the Parade.  A complete list of 
St. Mark’s involvement can be found in the office and on the patio after worship. 
If you’d like more information about St. Mark’s participation, contact Pastor Jeri 
by email at jeri@stmarksumcsd.org.  

Creating Hygiene Kits at Annual Conference 
 

This year, as delegates once again gather together at Annual Con-
ference, we will have the opportunity to participate in a hands-on 
mission project.  Together we will assemble 2000 hygiene kits for 
Mercy House, which serves Orange County.   
 
St. Mark’s is asking for 40 bottles of shampoo (medium and large 
size) and 40 lip balms to be donated by June 13th to support this  
project.  Collection bins will be set up in the Church narthex and  
office.  For more information please reach out to Diana Starnes, 
dstarnes@hotmail.com . 

Streets of Hope 
 

Every Monday night from 6-8 pm, The Streets of Hope serves San Diego’s homeless by providing 
bagged meals of food, water and other items.  Streets of Hope is looking for groups to sponsor a 
Monday evening by donating 100 sandwiches, snacks and  
beverages and to assist in distributing the meals.  Beginning 
June 13, St. Mark’s Missions Committee will sponsor the 
meals on the second Monday of each month.  If interested in 
volunteering to help make the sandwiches in the church social 
hall and/or distributing the meals, please contact  
Diana Starnes at (858)274-3547 or dtstarnes@hotmail.com.  
A sign-up sheet will also be posted in the church office. 

Summer Choir  
Do you love to sing, but haven’t had time or a chance to join choir because of Thursday night  

rehearsals? Well you are in luck starting this summer we will be having summer choir. No Thursday 
rehearsals, instead we come a bit earlier (8:15am ) to rehearse. This is a great way to get your foot 
in the door. Singers can come any Sunday they like. If you need to miss a Sunday or five there are 

no worries. Please consider joining us this Summer. Feel free to email me if you have any questions 
at zlatoslav@stmarksumcsd.org.  

 



Ministry News  
 

Free Drive-Thru Pancake  
Breakfast ! 

Pancake Breakfast Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of volunteers for the pancake 
breakfast. If you can help from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 

Open to the  
Community! 

Sat., June 11 , 2022 
8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

UMW Small Group Meetings  
Friendship Circle 
Wednesday, June 8 at 10 a.m. 
Location: Judy McRae’s home  
Devotions: Judy McRae 
Program: Arlene Dempster 
Bring supplies for New Entra Casa 
 
Harmony Circle 
Wednesday, June 8 at 2 p.m. 
Location: New Room 
Program: Jack Carpenter at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Faith Circle 
Thursday, June 9 at Noon  
Location: The group will go out to eat. Members will be 
notified of the details once it’s been determined.  
 
For more UMW  
announcements, read their  
monthly SCOPE Newsletter 
(included every month in The 
Messenger mailing). 

First Friday Book Club 
June 10 at 10 a.m. 

 
St Mark's First Friday Book Club will 
meet at Sylvia Smith's house to discuss 

“Every Living Thing” by James  
Herriot.  Join us for coffee/tea/treats 

and fellowship.  (Book Club will be on 
hiatus for July/August). 

 

Monthly Food Drive for CCSA 
Sunday, June 5 

Food is still being collected at the worship service the 
first Sunday of every month. There will be a container 

in the narthex, as well as one on the patio, in which you 
can place your food donations.  Food should be non-

perishable and not past the expiration date.  

There will be no July MXR. 



Care for the Congregation  
 

You are invited to participate in the  
St. Mark's prayer chain via email.  

Prayer requests will be sent to you via an 
email account you provide; you will not be 

asked  to do anything other than  
offer your private prayers for requests you re-

ceive. To participate, please email  
Pastor Jeri at  

jeri@stmarksumcsd.org  

 
Please keep all those in prayer who are  

experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
  Our military personnel: 

   Brook Bossen, Coast           
       Guard 

Kris Brendal, Army 
    Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
    Craig Clemans, Marines 
    Paul Clemans, Air Force 
    Blake Cross, Navy 
    Nathan Streeter, Navy 
    Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
    Henry Hoadley, Navy 
    Milo Riegle, Marines 
    Adam Shelar, Navy 
    Robert Tarango, Navy 
    Dylan Weitzman, Army 

In Our Prayers 
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Gee Gee Ferrier Celebration of Life  
 Saturday, June 25 at 10:30 a.m.  

We will be celebrating the life of Gee Gee Ferrier in the St. Mark’s Sanctuary & Online. 

Memorial Garden Plaque  
 
Now is the time to order a memorial plaque for your deceased 
loved one.  Leave a permanent remembrance in our beautiful  
Memorial Garden for your family and the church family to see on a 
regular basis.  The Memorial Garden brochures in the narthex and 
in the church office have order forms.  Plaques may be ordered 
with one name, $500 donation, or two names, $750 donation.   
Orders must be in the church office no later than August 1st to be 
dedicated this year on All Saints Sunday, November 6, 2022.  Pick 
up a brochure now and place your order soon. If you have  
questions, please call Sheryl Harding at 619-276-6149. 

Need to talk to a Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) Member? You can speak to a mem-
ber  in person at church or contact them by phone or email. Contact information is in the church di-
rectory. Your SPRC Committee are:  
Linnea Blair, SPRC Chair  Dick Prince, Member       Susan Holko, Member 
Robin Nuspl, Member                  David Froman, Member                 Cindy Higgins, Member 
Brad Cannon, Lay Member             Arlene Dempster, Lay Member 



June calendar at a glance... 
 

 
  
Wednesday, June 1 
 6:00 p.m.   Handbells Rehearsal—Social Hall (last rehearsal) 
 
 Sunday, June 5—Pentecost Sunday & CCSA Food Drop off 
 5:00 p.m. St. Mark’s MXR—Parsonage Patio 
 
 Monday, June 6 
 5:30 p.m.  Fellowship & Leashed Walks—Meet in church parking lot 
 
 Wednesday, June 8 
  10:00 a.m.  UMW Friendship Circle—Judy McRae’s house 
 2:00 p.m.  UMW Harmony Circle—New Room 
 
 Thursday, June 9 
 12:00 p.m. UMW Faith Circle— Location details to follow 
 
 Friday, June 10  
 10:00 a.m.  First Friday Book Club—Sylvia Smith’s House 
 
 Saturday, June 11 
 8:30 a.m.  Drive-Thru Pancake Breakfast  
 9:00 a.m.  Pride Parade Poster Decorating—Social Hall 
 
 Sunday, June 12 - Campus Ministry Sunday 
 
 Saturday, June 18  
 8:00 a.m.  Fellowship & Leashed Walks - Meet in the church parking lot 
 
 Sunday, June 19 - Father’s Day 
 
 Monday, June 20 - Church Office Closed in honor of the  Juneteenth Federal Holiday 
 
 Saturday, June 25  
 10:30 a.m.  Gee Gee Ferrier Celebration of Life—Sanctuary & Online 
 
 Thursday, June 30  
 7:00 p.m.  San Diego Children’s Choir - Post Tour Concert  
 

Every Week In June 
 
Sundays 
 9:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour—Courtyard 
12:00 p.m. Tongan Fellowship (excluding first 
  Sunday of each month) 
 
 

 Wednesdays 
 1:00 p.m.  Bible Study with Pastor Jeri— 
  Zoom 
 3:00 p.m.  Laity Bible Study—New Room 
  
Thursdays 
 3:30 p.m. Cherub Choir—Choir Room 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir—Choir Room 



Events and Reminders  
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United Methodist Summer Camps at Camp Cedar Glen  

Faith, Friends, and Fun! (Kids and Youth Ages 6-18) 
 

All of our campers and staff come from rich and diverse backgrounds allowing for shared  
experiences to shape our identities. (“Therefore encourage one another and build one  
another up, just as you are doing.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:11) There will be three camps, for 
kids in Elementary through High School, all offering a variety of games and activities for 
campers to enjoy. The leadership teams work hard planning group bonding games, special 
interest groups, night activities, and of course campfire shenanigans! Other features include 
ropes courses, gaga pits, arts and crafts, and swimming! St. Mark’s has campership funds 
available to support young people who want to attend camp. To learn more, or register your 
child visit: https://www.calpacumc.org/summercamp/ 


