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I love the feeling of a fresh start. A crisp, blank page in a journal. An
empty room to decorate. A new calendar. A new year. There seems
a great expanse of opportunity; any great number of things that
could be. And especially at the beginning of a new year, it feels like
there is permission to let go of both what was and what wasn’t, and
turn to face new intentions; new hope.
2021 brought immense challenges for all of us, both personally and
as a congregation. We spent significant time and energy on just
making it through—on navigating the newness and grief, frustration
and unmet or changing expectations, coping mechanisms and
divergent opinions of living in a pandemic. And somehow, we still
found energy to care for one another through our prayers and
presence and acts of service. We experienced deep joy, too, in
music and play and fellowship.

Rev. Darin Arntson
Lead Pastor

Join us every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. as we worship
in-person and online from
St. Mark’s. You can also
stay connected with us on
YouTube & Facebook.

While every year brings its own hardships, and 2022 will be no
exception, I pray that we might face the year ahead remembering
our great capacity to meet change with resilience, and to, together,
adapt to the demands of our evolving environment. We have
demonstrated great strength as a congregation, committed to one
another and to our continuing ministries in this community, and we
have been blessed to weather this year together.
As we turn to face the landscape of this new season, may we do so
with the intention and hope to share the strength of our love more
broadly with our neighbors, and to, ourselves, be fortified in faith as
we grow in our love for God. And may we seek every opportunity to
delight in the hope of new blessings and joys still to come, trusting
that God is with us and willing it so.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Darin
United Methodism 101
January 19 – February 2, 7pm via Zoom

858-273-1480

If you’ve wondered what makes a Methodist a “Methodist,” or why
we talk about John Wesley so much; if you’re newer to this
congregation or even a long-time member and want to know more
about the tradition we share with Methodists across the world, this is
the class for you! We’ll meet in three sessions to cover our history,
beliefs, and practices, and identify key resources to learn more.
If you are interested in attending email darin@stmarksumcsd.org.

Ministry News
2021 Giving Statements
Giving statements will be available beginning Sunday the 23rd at the
registration table or in the office during the week. If you would like your
statement mailed to you, please email finance@stmarksumcsd.org. We are
so grateful for your generosity in 2021 that sustained us through significant
challenges, and has laid the foundation for a fruitful year ahead.

Welcoming New Members
Sunday, January 9, 2022
Please join us in welcoming new
members to our St. Mark’s
Congregation and to the Christian
Family during Sunday Service on
Jan. 9, 2022. We will formally
welcome Kristen Vasquez, John
and Michelle Gilly, Jack Brown,
and David Fuller into membership.

Sunday Coffee Hour
Currently on Hold!
Due to the surge in Covid-19 cases
and the Omicron variant, Sunday
coffee hour has been canceled and
will resume at a later date. Thank you
to all of the volunteers that helped
bring the St. Mark’s tradition back.

Ministry News
Music Ministries

December was a very exciting month for music at St. Marks. Members of the Glory Ringers, Chancel Choir
and Cherub Hallelujah Choir all came together to present a wonderful concert to uplift both our Church and
local communities. Despite the strains of the pandemic, our choirs and programs continue to grow in numbers and spirit.
All are welcome to join any of the groups. If you like singing in the shower or have always wanted to ring
some bells, feel free to swing by one of our rehearsals. The level of musicianship varies from professionals
who majored in music to those of us who can't read on a staff. All are welcome! If you have any desire to
make some noise at church, feel free to shoot me an email at zlatoslav.sokolov@gmail.com. Or just swing by
one of our rehearsals.
Chancel Choir meets Thursdays at 7:00pm in the choir room
Cherub Hallelujah Choir meets Thursdays at 3:30pm in the choir room
Glory Ringers meet Wednesdays in the Social Hall at 6:00pm in the Social Hall.

Moments from Living Nativity Rewind 2021

Art Show On Hold
The Lenten Art Show Seeks New Leadership - The devoted chair of the Art Show
Committee and long-time Director of the Lenten Art Show, Judy Edelblute, is retiring
from her tenure and invites any interested persons who would like to continue the St.
Mark's tradition to connect with her at 858-278-0155, or judyedel@san.rr.com. Judy is
generously offering to provide support and training for new leadership for the coming
year (or two!). The role entails full event management from solicitation and reception
of artwork, hanging pieces in the sanctuary and narthex, securing a judges panel,
generating and presenting awards, and all publicity and communication with artists.
Please contact Judy directly for more details, or to thank her for her many years of
committed service in this position. .

Ministry News
Community Blood Drive · Save The Date: February 6, 2022 · 8 AM – 1 PM
St. Mark’s will partner with San Diego Blood Bank for a community blood drive.
Reservation are requested but not required. Contact Pastor Jeri, jeri@stmarksumcsd.org
for more information.
Building A School in Tijuana 2022!
St. Mark’s has a history of One-Day Builds for
family homes and a school in Valle de la
Fuente (Fountain Valley), located near Tijuana,
Baja California. In past years we built three
20'x16' homes in this community and two
classrooms of their first public school. And
now St. Mark’s has been invited to help Project
Mercy build a second school to serve students
with special needs.
This school will be equipped to educate a
select group of children from the poorer
colonias (neighborhoods) around Tijuana who
have never been to school or had difficulties
learning. The approach is to educate the
students so they are able to integrate into the
traditional Mexican school system. This is a
critical key step in breaking the cycle of poverty
and providing an opportunity for these children
to improve their lives and those of their
families.

College Scholarships for 2022
In 1979 a College Scholarship Fund was
established at St. Mark's to help church students
with some of the costs of achieving a college
education at the undergraduate or graduate
level. We are thankful for this fund and would
like to assist you.
In February 2022 we will award scholarships for
the 2022 school year. If you will be enrolled to
attend a college or university for this school year,
St. Mark's Scholarship forms are available in the
church office. The deadline for 2022
applications is January 31, 2022.
Forms are available in the office or online at
stmarksumcsd.org/scholarship-application-2022

The build will cost $10,000 is scheduled for
Saturday, February 5, 2022. The Mission’s
committee has dedicated $1000 for this project.
Please contact Eric Robinson who is leading
this build and fundraising. Eric can be reached
at eric.robinson@omnisafe.net for information
on team formation or donations to this build.

Thank You!
On behalf of the Missions Committee, thank
you for your generosity on Christmas Eve for
the work of CCSA. Through your offering and
matching funds, it was shared with our
neighbors who rely on the faithful work of
CCSA.

Ministry News
The First Friday Book Club
St Mark’s First Friday Book Club will
meet on Friday, January 14 at 10:00
am. We’ll meet at Winnie Hoy’s house
for a special treat. Winnie is a published
short-story author and will be reading
one of her stories to us. Our next
book will be Marcia Willet’s, A Week in
Winter, and distributed at the
meeting. Everyone is
welcome. Call Joy Lewis for further
information (858)735-0691.
Chrismons
We were saddened when our Chrismon
Tree with its ornaments and tree skirt
disappeared out of the narthex. Walter
Andersen Nursery came to our rescue
and donated a beautiful ten-foot live tree.
We want to thank everyone who helped
decorate the new tree, Especially Sylvia
Dismukes, Sherry Miller, and all those
who donated Chrismons they made at the
Living Nativity Revisited event. We will
need to make new plastic canvas
needlepoint ornaments this year. Let us
know if you would like to help. Let the
UMW know if you would like to help.

UMW Small Group Gatherings
Friendship Circle will be meeting on
Wednesday, January 12, 2022 from 10 a.m.—12
p.m. in the New Room for their monthly
meeting. Visitors welcome!
Harmony Circle will be meeting on Wednesday,
January 12, 2022 from 2 p.m.—4 p.m. in the New
Room. Visitors welcome!
Faith Circle will be meeting on Thursday,
January 13, 2022 at 12 p.m. at Mary Ness’s house
at 3011 Pennant Way. Bring your own lunch.
For more information about the UMW, read their
monthly SCOPE Newsletter (included every month
in The Messenger mailing).

Storefront
Thank you to those that have signed up to donate. If you are still interested in helping out, contact
the church office to see if there are any available slots. Due to the pandemic, Storefront can accept
only cash to buy food or pre-packaged food. No home cooked meals are accepted, and food
providers cannot stay and eat with teens.

Free Drive-Thru Pancake Breakfast !
Drive-Thru Event
Open to the Community!
January 8, 2021
8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast Volunteers Needed!
We are in need of volunteers for the pancake breakfast. If you can help from
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., contact Tim Higgins at 619-549-3805.

Care For Our Congregation
What is Care Corp?
CARE Corp is a compassionate and nurturing ministry of St Mark’s comprised of
appointed and volunteer members. These people are dedicated to contacting the
homebound, hospitalized, and isolated members of this congregation. CARE Corp
provides nurturing fellowship to those people desiring this ministry. The pandemic has
made this ministry challenging for our church and CARE Corp due to our inability to
meet face to face. The gift of making personal visits, offering compassion and
empathy has been restricted. As a result, CARE Corp has developed into a ministry
focused on providing fellowship to members of the church and their families through
phone calls and cards. Through this work we strive to remain
connected as the body of Christ. And we are now reaching out
to more people than ever with designated and affiliated
committee members who do this generous work. Please let me
know if you are aware of anyone who could benefit from our
service. Also, if you feel the Spirit encouraging you to volunteer
in this ministry, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at
diane@stmarksumcsd.org.
Wishing you all a happy and healthy holiday season,
Diane Moreno
Minister of Visitation
In Our Prayers
Please keep all those in prayer who are
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction,
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Our military personnel:
Brook Bossen, Coast
Guard
Kris Brendal, Army
Robert S.Chisholm, Navy
Craig Clemans, Marines
Paul Clemans, Air Force
Blake Cross, Navy
Nathan Streeter, Navy
Lenny Hezelett, Navy
Henry Hoadley, Navy
Milo Riegle, Marines
Adam Shelar, Navy
Robert Tarango, Navy
Dylan Weitzman, Army

You are invited to participate in the
St. Mark's prayer chain via email.
Prayer requests will be sent to you via an
email account you provide; you will not be
asked to do anything other than
offer your private prayers for requests you
receive. To participate, please email
Pastor Jeri at
jeri@stmarksumcsd.org
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January calendar at a glance...
Every Week In January
Sundays
9:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship
Tongan Fellowship

Wednesdays
1:00 p.m.
Bible Study with Pastor Jeri/Zoom
3:00 p.m.
Bible Study with Karen Scanlon/
New Room
Thursdays
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir/Choir Room

Saturday, January 8
8:30 a.m.
Drive-Thru Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, January 9
2:00 p.m.
Special Called Charge Conference/Zoom
Wednesday, January 12
10:00 a.m. UMW Friendship Circle/New Room
12:30 p.m. UMW Harmony Circle/New Room
6:30 p.m. Griefshare Class/Zoom (last class)
Thursday, January 13
12:00 p.m. UMW Faith Circle/Mary Ness’s House
3:30 p.m. Cherub Choir resumes today/Choir Room
Friday, January 14
10:00 a.m. First Friday Book Club/Minnie Hoy’s house
Saturday, January 15
11:00 p.m. Ed Munn’s Memorial Service
Sunday, January 16
4:30 p.m. MLK Jr., Comm. Choir Concert/St. Mark’s Sanctuary
Wednesday, January 19
7:00 p.m. United Methodism Starts/Zoom (every Wednesday until February 2)
Saturday, January 22
1:00 p.m.
Bob McMeekin Memorial Service
Sunday, January 30—UMW Sunday
Saturday, February 5—TJ Build
Sunday, February 6
8:30 a.m.
San Diego Blood Drive/St. Mark’s Parking Lot (ends at 1:30 p.m.)
5:00 p.m.
MXR at Deft Brewing

Events and Reminders

Martin Luther King, Jr. Comm. Choir
Sunday, January 16, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.
Register at www.stmarksumcsd.org/concert-series to attend.
The Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Choir of San Diego is a
traditional gospel choir singing songs with
spiritual meaning and heart-filled sound.
Their mission is to raise funds for
educational grants for San Diego County
high school seniors pursuing a college
degree in visual or performing arts. Choir
members’ faith is expressed through songs
of praise and worship, giving God the glory.
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