
ST MARK'S PRAYER CHAIN 

You are invited to join the 95 families 

who participate in the St Mark's prayer chain via 

email. Prayer requests will be sent to you via an 

email account you provide; you will not be asked 

to do anything other than offer your private 

prayers for requests you receive.  To participate, 

please send your email address to Donna Newby, 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIGITAL ART SHOW 

The 14th annual St. Mark's Digital Art 

and Photography Show will receive printed 

entries that have a wire and are ready to hang on 

Friday, October 13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 

Saturday October 14, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

Each artist may submit up to three works on the 

theme "In the Beginning," Entries should be 

viewable by persons of all ages, and they will 

hang in the sanctuary of St. Mark's United 

Methodist Church.  There will be three cash 

prizes of $125, $100, and $75 awarded by the 

judge Randall Cornish. The show will be open to 

the general public Saturdays, October 21, 28, 

November 4 and 11 from 1 to 5 p.m. Awards 

Ceremony will be Saturday, October 21, at 3 p.m. 

in the St. Mark’s sanctuary.  A reception will 

follow in the Social Hall. To receive a prospectus 

with complete show details, please visit the 

church website at stmarksumcsd.org. 

 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS 

This video-based discussion series moves 

beyond dogmatic, either-or answers to 

challenging questions of spirituality and 

meaning.  Instead, it encourages a more-authentic 

and more-dynamic approach to the mystery of 

God.  And the result is robust conversation and 

insightful dialogue.  All are invited to attend and 

participate, on Mondays from 1 to 2:15 p.m. in 

the New Room, near the church office.  The 

subjects for upcoming meetings:  

 Oct. 2:  "Embracing Mystery" 

 

SERMON VIDEO AVAILABLE   

Video of each Sunday’s sermon is 

available online via St. Mark’s website 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or on YouTube. 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to 

have your picture published, please let an usher 

know, or contact the church office by phone or 

email. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United Methodist 

Church, we made a commitment to ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.”   Please keep 

the following people and their loved ones in 

prayer: 

 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Rebena Land 

♥  Carlyn Djie 

♥  Al Johannesen  

♥  John Jennings  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes  

♥  Jackie Chamberlain 

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

    and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

A Letter from Kris Nieder, Director of Youth and Intergenerational Ministries 

  How can we help our neighbors and community thrive? It’s an exciting question that encourages 

us to consider new possibilities for St. Mark’s.  “For Our Neighbors: See What Love Can Do” is the 

Gospel-inspired theme of a family ministry conference being held in 20 cities around the United States. 

Debbie Abbott, Superintendent of Sunday School, and I recently attended their two day conference stop in 

Irvine. We came away inspired! The words below are taken from the conference introduction:  

  WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND YOUR CHURCH 

SUDDENLY DECIDED… 

Your church is somewhere they can build solid friendships 

Your church is a safe place for their kids to talk about important stuff 

Your church actually helps when something goes wrong in your ommunity 

Your church can help their family win at being a family 

Your church answers the questions they are really asking 

Your church gives them hope and a reason to believe 

What would happen if those of us who are in the church simply decide… 

WE ARE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS 

Looking over the list, how can we better become that church for our community? Speakers shared 

ways congregations are successfully deepening their positive impact on their neighborhoods. We learned 

tools for reaching people who are marginalized, supporting parents with young children through parenting 

and marriage classes (and fun date nights and events!), giving respite to families with children with special 

needs, supporting local small businesses and more.  Perhaps there is one small step we can take on this 

list. You don’t have to be an expert to get a small group started.  Is there something that you feel a calling 

for?  

One of the topics on many people’s minds is racism in America. Sean Watkins is a biblical scholar 

who powerfully presented how Christians are called by the Gospel to address social justice issues and the 

current polarization in America. He suggested we first work on increasing our awareness. To do that, he 

provided a resource list of books and a video that focus on issues facing people of color.  Interested? The 

books are available to borrow (just stop by my office) and the documentary he recommended, “13th,” is 

available on Netflix.  

The first Christians had very limited financial resources. What they did have was trust in God, a 

willingness to engage in community building, and a desire to share the Gospel. I invite you to pray and 

consider what community building we might engage in to support those who have never set foot in St. 

Mark’s before.  One way is to invite someone new to church. And this Sunday’s Blessing of the Animals is 

the perfect opportunity to invite friends who have dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, guinea pigs, or other animal 

companions.  

Looking forward to a wonderful Sunday, and to exploring ways we can see what love can do for 

our neighbors.  

 Kris 

 

 



CONSIDER THIS ABOUT BLESSING OUR PETS AT ST. MARK'S 

The fourth annual St. Mark's Blessing of the Animals is this Sunday, October 1. Canon 

Theologian Scott Cowdell of the Anglican Diocese of Canberra in Australia had these smart thoughts about 

our pets and why we make them the focus in church one time a year.  

    "What if our human vision were bigger? What if we are to view life as a whole teeming creation, that 

humanity is not the whole picture?" Cowdell asks. "The animals we bless share our homes, and our joys and 

sorrows. They sit expectantly by our dinner tables, take an eager interest in our activities, and some, 

undoubtedly, share our beds. And are we not always glad to see our beloved pets when we arrive home?" 

    For these reasons and a million others, we bring our pets of all kinds to St. Mark's to be blessed on 

October 1. The service begins at 9:30 a.m., to be followed by the blessing of each animal at stations set up in 

our courtyard. Will you be with us? Meow! 

Please note that there will be an 8 a.m. communion service the morning of October 1 before the 

animals arrive. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REMINDER THAT THERE IS NO CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 1, ALL KIDS WILL JOIN THE ANIMALS AT CHURCH 

 

.

  

  



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2017 

8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc  

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 

 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this 

week: 

  Exodus 17:1-7 

  Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

  Philippians 2:1-13 

  Matthew 21:23-32 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 Attendance on Sunday, September 24 was 

154 in church. 

 

ST. MARK’S CHOIR SCHEDULE 

 If you are interested in participating in any 

of the following choirs, please contact Frank 

Williams, Music Director at 

franwill47ret@gmail.com. 

Cherub Hallelujah Choir:  

     Thursdays, 4:15 PM 

Hallelujah Chimes:  

     Thursdays, 5:20 PM 

Chancel Choir: 

     Thursdays, 7 PM 

Carillon Bells:  

     Mondays, 6:45 PM 

Peace Ringers:  

    Wednesdays, 5 PM 

Glory Ringers:  

     Wednesdays, 6 PM 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION  

Please be sure to complete an attendance 

card on Sunday morning with your complete 

contact information for you and your entire 

household members so the church office can 

update the church directory. Please contact the 

church office if you have any questions. 

 

WORLD COMMUNION THIS SUNDAY – 

This Sunday, October 1
st
, is World 

Communion Sunday. This special offering is a 

request of the general church (the United 

Methodist Churches in the United States). This is 

a Sunday where we celebrate our inclusivity and 

diversity. Funds collected for this special Sunday 

provide scholarships for racial- and ethnic-

minority undergraduate and graduate students and 

in-service non-degree training, both nationally 

and internationally. Your generous gift will make 

education and vocational impact possible for more 

students. Will you equip gifted and qualified 

students from around the globe to become the 

world-changers God created them to be? 

 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED   

St. Mark’s is working with CCSA to bring 

hydration to those who wait in line for their 

commodities on the fourth Thursday of each 

month.  St. Mark’s provides the water bottles and 

wagon to transport the water; water bearers will 

distribute them from 8:30 – 10 a.m. Please sign-

up in the church office.   

 

DO YOU ENJOY COFFEE TIME AT 
CHURCH? 

Coffee time is a wonderful time to gather 

and fellowship after church.  St. mark’s provides 

the coffee and condiments and volunteers provide 

the service.  There is a need for coffee servers 

during October, November and December.  There 

are many benefits to serving coffee on Sunday 

mornings.  Not only is it fun but you get to meet 

and greet people as you serve.  If you would like 

to get more information about this opportunity, 

please contact Sandi Johnson at 858-278-8833 or 

you can sign up in the church office.  

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

All are invited to enjoy a delicious 

pancake breakfast on Sunday, October 8 in the 

Social Hall before church (7:45 to 9:15).  Be sure 

to invite a friend, neighbor or a complete stranger 

to come and enjoy one of the many benefits of 

being a part of St. Mark’s. 

 

 


