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Dear Friends,
As a younger sibling of two girls, I was often preoccupied with
things being “fair.” You know, like the age at which we were
allowed to get our ears pierced, or the amount of TV we could
watch in a given day/weekend/week, or how many hours of
yard work we had to do, etc. I could be rather meticulous in
my counting of the “injustices” in the system, so much so that
my dad started calling “fair” the other “f” word.

Rev. Darin Arntson
Lead Pastor

Sunday, September 20, 2020

9:30 a.m. Streaming at

vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego

and on our
Facebook page.

“Life isn’t fair” is a phrase I learned early on, and despite my
distaste for the lesson behind it, it has helped me to have
more realistic expectations, and even sometimes more
compassion. I know people who were born with access to
greater opportunities and resources than I will ever have in my
lifetime. I also know people who have had to weather far
greater than their share of grief and hardship in a fraction of
their lives than I may ever face.
Our scriptures this week may feel challenging to us if fairness
is what we hope to find in God’s kingdom, because God’s
generosity and love do not fit within the confines of our
expectations for what is deserved and unearned. God seems
to be more concerned with human flourishing than what may
be fair. Perhaps we should be, too.
In hope,
Pastor Darin

Sermon Manuscripts Available

858-273-1480

If you would like to read Sunday sermons or know of someone who
cannot participate in on-line worship and might like to read it,
please contact the office. We are happy to send it by post or by
email. (858) 273-1480 or office@stmarksumcsd.org

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 11, 2020
11:00 am through 1:00 pm
A drive-by blessing by St. Mark’s clergy
in the north parking lot of the church.
All people n’ pets welcome.
In preparation for the animal-themed
worship service on October 11, please
send a still photo of you with your pet/s
to the church office by email
(office@stmarksumcsd.org) or drop off
the photo and we’ll scan and return it to
you.
Deadline for photos is October 4.
“Every beast of the earth and every bird
of the heavens, everything that has
breath of life, God has given.”
Genesis 1:30
No wonder a dog is the only thing on
earth that loves you more than he loves
himself. Ruff!

Calling All Bakers

The UMW is having a virtual bake sale.
If you would like to donate baked goods to sell, tell Pat
Comer or Sandi Johnson what kind and the maximum
quantity you are willing to donate. It will be added to
the list of baked goods available.
After orders are turned in, you will bake only what has
actually been ordered. All orders will be delivered on
Saturday, October 17.

The Upper Room for
September-October is Available
Please contact the office to have a paper copy of The
Upper Room mailed to you. We are happy to do it!

Learning Opportunities in These Strange Times by Robin Nuspl
Over the past month or so, Elias and I have had the unique opportunity to learn quite a bit about
videography. In this day and age, it's pretty simple for anyone with a cell phone to take a video, but it
doesn't seem so easy to do a whole program with multiple cameras, consistent shots and sound.
Our partnership with PB United Methodist Church showed unity and togetherness during a tough time
but we were also happy to see services return to our sanctuary. Elias and I thought it had to be a lot
that went into a virtual service. During this transition to on-line worship, I wondered what we might do
as a family to help bring services to our St. Mark's family at home. I reached out to our Worship
Committee Chairperson, Diana Starnes, and she let us know that we could learn to help record and
also stream our weekly worship service. This was an exciting opportunity for us. We were a little
nervous, too, because neither of really knew anything at all about video production.
Our first day, we got to sit and watch while Pat and Slav patiently explained the general process for
getting the best recording of the service. We learned a bit about the equipment and how it is set-up,
used, and put away. It was a lot to see and learn but it all made sense and we had great teachers.
The following week, Elias had his hands on the video camera switcher and did the video switching
during recording. Slav and Pat were there to help us and to cheer us on.
As the weeks have progressed, we have both learned a lot and we are excited to learn more
about videography and the new streaming equipment we will get soon. Elias is 12 years old and has
just started 7th grade. I'm his mom, Robin.
We would love it if there were other teams that might be interested in learning to help provide
recordings or streaming content to our congregation when we can't be together and even to those
who can't make it to events or services after we are able to get back together at church.
Do you think you might be interested? Have questions? Feel free to be in touch:
Robin.Nuspl@gmail.com or Diana Starnes, dtstarnes@hotmail.com, or 858-274-3547. You don't need
to have any prior experience and you won't be asked to venture out of your comfort zone or devote
time you don't have. What's better, you might learn something you never thought you'd know!

Pastor’s Bible School
Wednesdays @ 1 p.m.
Join Rev. Darin on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. via
Zoom as we explore the Lectionary
Passages of the week. A Zoom link will
be sent by email each Wednesday morning.
Here are the passages for
Wednesday, September 23, 2020
 Exodus 17:1-7
 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
 Philippians 2:1-13
 Matthew 21:23-32

In Our Prayers
Please keep all those in prayer who are
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction,
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Our military personnel:
Brook Bossen, Coast Guard
Kris Brendal, Army
Robert S.Chisholm, Navy
Craig Clemans, Marines
Paul Clemans, Air Force
Blake Cross, Navy
Nathan Streeter, Navy
Lenny Hezelett, Navy
Henry Hoadley, Navy
Milo Riegle, Marines
Robert Tarango, Navy
Dylan Weitzman, Army

You are invited to participate in the St.
Mark's prayer chain via email. Prayer
requests will be sent to you via an email
account you provide; you will not be asked
to do anything other than offer your private
prayers for requests you
receive. To participate, please email
Carol Brown at carol.brown@cst.edu.
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Additional Bible Study
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m.
If you would like to be added to Bill Galante’s
Wednesday late afternoon Bible Study, please
contact Charles Ballinger who arranges the
Zoom link (619-275-2245 or
cballin1@san.rr.com).
In addition, Ed Deitzler hosts a biblical
scavenger hunt to deepen exploration of the
scripture which is real fun!

Zoom Communion Update for
September
Rev. Darin will hold communion service on
Monday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m.
The Monday From the Pastor email will have a
reminder and you will received the Zoom details
in your email 30 minutes before start time.

Next Week @ A Glance
Wednesday, September 16, 2020
1:00PM Bible School w/ Rev. Darin/Zoom
4:00PM Bible Study with Bill Galante/Zoom
Thursday, September 17, 2020
4:00PM Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom
Sunday, September 20, 2020
9:30AM Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s
Tuesday, September 22, 2020
7:00PM Trustees/Zoom
Wednesday, September 23, 2020
1:00PM Bible School w/ Rev. Darin/Zoom
4:00PM Bible Study with Bill Galante/Zoom
Sunday, September 27, 2020
9:30AM Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s

Emergency Minute
Fire season has arrived early this year. If you
use a smartphone, download SD Emergency,
the county’s app which signals alerts for any
emergency and gives a ticker tape of happenings. Also, register for reverse 911 calls at
readysandiego.org/AlertSanDiego. As always,
Michelle in the office is happy to help.

