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  Keeping In Touch 
Dear Friends, 

A few weeks ago, Pastor Darin mentioned in a sermon that she likes hav-
ing a calendar to help keep her on tract with things going on, or things 
cancelled, as we continue plodding through this pandemic. I also like hav-
ing a calendar, an old-fashioned hanging one, that lists birthdays, anni-
versaries, and other significant events in my family. But, like you, there 
are many things that have been set aside, intimate gatherings, long 
dreamed of vacations, the ritual of school shopping, the list goes on.  As 
we see some of our COVID-19 restrictions being lifted, we get a glimmer 
of hope for what is to come, a sense of reunion to our lives that we once 
lived. We look for how the state and local leaders will guide us in the days 
and months to come. 
 
As important as calendars are in our lives, they are not the only thing that 
center us during the year.  We still have the ability to recognize familiar 
changes without knowing the day or date by observing changes around 
us.  Summer fruits and vegetables in the market, children growing into 
new developmental stages, and the starlit nights coming emerging earlier 
than the day before.   
 
In the life of the church we are experiencing positive change as we order 
and receive new electronic equipment which will bring us into a new era 
of offering live streamed worship while we continue planning for reopen-
ing our Sunday services to those who are able to join us.  We know there 
are many of you who may not feel safe returning to the traditional Sunday 
morning service, and we want you to know that we are doing everything 
we can to make sure you have the ability to stay connected to St. Mark’s 
as we worship together.  Thank you to all who completed and returned 
your surveys which help to guide us to what you need and desire in this 
new season.   
 
In the days and weeks ahead, we are writing a plan to open the doors for 
Sunday worship as we work with our elected officials and the Cal-Pac 
Conference guidelines. The service may not feel like it once did, but we 
look forward to gathering together however you feel safest.  There are so 
many people working on this reopening project so I ask that you to contin-
ue holding them in prayer as they look at the community who relies upon 
our campus for their events, as well as the congregational needs.  Our 
first goal is to ensure the health and safety of everyone who sets their cal-
endars for events they have traditionally held here.    
 
I pray for each one of you as you continue to look at those events you’ve 
set aside.  I pray that the season will come soon when you can gather 
together and rejoice with those you have missed.  May it be so. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeri  

August 25, 2020 

858-273-1480 

Sunday, August 30, 2020 
9:30 a.m. Streaming at  
vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego 

and on our  
Facebook page 

 

Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
Associate Minister 

Please keep all those in prayer who are  
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 Our military personnel: 

  Brook Bossen, Coast Guard 
Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Henry Hoadley, Navy 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 
  Dylan Weitzman, Army 

You are invited to participate in the St. 
Mark's prayer chain via email. Prayer  
requests will be sent to you via an email 
account you provide; you will not be asked 
to do anything other than offer your private 
prayers for requests you  
receive. To participate, please email 
Carol Brown at carol.brown@cst.edu. 
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Pastor’s Bible School  
Wednesdays @ 1 p.m. 

 

Join Rev. Darin on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. via 
Zoom as we explore the Lectionary  
Passages of the week. A Zoom link will  
be sent by email each Wednesday morning. 
Here are the passages for 
 

Wednesday, August 26 
 Exodus 3:1-15 
 Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
 Romans 12:9-21 
 Matthew 16:21-28 

 
Zoom Communion Update for  

September 
 

There will be two Holy Communion services  
offered in September  
 

Rev. Darin will hold a service Monday, Septem-
ber 7, and Monday September 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Monday From the Pastor email will have a 
reminder and you will received the Zoom details 
in your email 30 minutes before start time. 

Additional Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. 

 
This Bible Study is on hiatus until September. 

Next Week @ A Glance 
Wednesday, August 26, 2020  
1:00PM    Bible School w/ Rev. Darin/Zoom 
Thursday, August 27, 2020  
10:00AM   Coffee Chat w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom  
4:00PM     Cherub Hallelujah/Zoom 
Sunday, August 30, 2020  
9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 
Monday, August 31, 2020 
7:00PM  Communion Service/Zoom  
Wednesday, September 2, 2020  
1:00PM    Bible School w/ Rev. Darin/Zoom 
Thursday, September 3, 2020  
10:00AM   Coffee Chat w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom  
4:00PM     Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom  
Sunday, September 6 2020  
9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 
Monday, September 7, 2020 
7:00PM  Communion Service/Zoom  

Michelle On Vacation—Laura Covering 
August 24-September 2 

 

Michelle will be out of the office and off the grid!  
Thank you to everyone’s beloved Laura McHugh 
for coming in to help. Boy, will the office and the 
work be different from the last time she was 
here! Shoot Laura an email or give her a call to 
say hello and thank you! 



Altar Flowers Available Again! 
 
If you are interested in provid-
ing altar flowers for worship 
and/or to commemorate a spe-
cial occasion, please contact 
the office by phone (858-273-
1480) or email 
(office@stmarksumcsd.org) to 
choose a date and to share 
your preferences. 
 
A standard arrangement is 
$50.00 and a rose arrange-
ment is $55.00.  A single rose-
bud is $15.00 (typically to cel-
ebrate a birth or baptism). 
 
Arrangements are available for 
pick up on the Friday following 
the recording of the worship 
service, before the Sunday it 
airs. 
________________________ 

NEW!  Watch Worship in Sync with Your  
Community on Facebook 

 
Sunday worship service is now being put on Facebook in such 
a way that it starts automatically at 9:30 a.m.  On Friday and 
Saturday, you will see the “Premiere” invitation and can 
choose to be  
reminded to tune in.  If you tune in 5 minutes late, you will see 
the service 5 minutes in, just where everyone else is. The vid-
eo will continue to be available on-demand once the original 
broadcast is complete. 
 
The hope is that this will offer a sense of togetherness in 
watching the service.  The recording will continue to be sent 
out by email and available on Vimeo as usual for those who do 
not use  
Facebook. You are welcome to contact the office should you 
need help with any technical issues. 

Christian Education  
Sunday September 13   

 
Sunday, September 13 is Christian 
Education Sunday. This special offer-
ing is a request of the California Pa-
cific Annual Conference and calls the 
Church as the people of God to be 
open to growth and learning as disci-
ples of Jesus Christ. The funds raised 
are kept within our Annual  
Conference and are used for teacher 
training events and other related 
needs within the Conference. Please 
consider supporting this fund as you 
are able.  

The Upper Room for  
September-October is Available 

 
 

Due to the COVID-19 quarantine, The 
Upper Room has made a variety of re-
sources available on-line.  The PDF of 
The Upper Room devotional is available 
at: upperroom.org/ 
standingorderchurches. 
 
Please contact the office to have a pa-
per copy of The Upper Room mailed to 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Hits the Road 
 
The Sunday School Education Team prepared bags full of 
writing and arts & crafts goodies that would appeal to any 
age and delivered them to the homes of regular Sunday 
School students.  There are several left over so if you know 
anyone that would enjoy this gift of love, please let the office 
know at 858-273-1480 x 10 or office@stmarksumcsd.org. 

And just how are we going to rally along 
the pandemic wayside? 
 
It’s easy. We’re hosting a drive-by during 
the hours listed above. Comb your 
hair, gather the kids or come alone, and jump 
in the car. Travel through a receiving line of  
familiar faces in the north parking lot of the 
church. Be ready to cheer and greet our  
congregation by iPhone video camera. These  
recordings will be part of the worship service  
the following Sunday.  
 
Please plan to participate. Tap into your 
St. Mark’s spirit, and come home—if just 
for a minute. September 7, don’t forget! 

 Greetings, St. Mark’s family and friends, we surely miss 
you! 

And wish we could gather like we used to do. 
 

We’d love to hug, shake hands, high five, or just talk face-to-
face, 

And gather in our sanctuary, it’s such a hallowed place. 
 

We miss hearing our kids’ choir sing, and seeing acolytes, 
Listening to live sermons while watching dancing stained-

glass lights. 
 

We love the sense of comfort sermons from our home 
church bring,  

And VIMEO pictures of our church tug at our heartstrings. 
  

We’re thankful for Craig’s organ music and Frank’s talent, 
too,  

For our pastors’ skill and kindness, and all the good they 
do. 

 
We wish we could hear the soloists and cathedral choir, 

And pray that someday soon COVID restrictions will expire. 
 

This pandemic’s like the plagues the Bible talks about, 
We humans need to straighten up, of that there is no doubt. 

 
But in spite of all the awful stuff in our world today,  

We’re really blessed and should be thankful each and every 
day. 

 
If things weren’t so abnormal, September 6th would be 

The day we’d launch a new school year, and very happily- 
 

Gather on the patio for coffee, cookies, cake, 
Or have an awesome potluck of things we’d cook and bake. 

 
But thanks to COVID, this year, celebrations are taboo,  
But there are lots of heartening things we can all still do. 

 
Pick up a church directory and call people you know, 

Text or send a letter to someone feeling low. 
Take a bag of groceries to someone in need, 

Smile, be kind, be patient, wear your mask and do good 
deeds. 

 
We’re more blessed than people were during the Spanish 

flu. 
We have technology to help us stay connected to 

Friends, relatives, and neighbors, even people we don’t 
know, 

In tough times strangers often let their human kindness 
show. 

 
We’re all in this together, it might be for quite a while, 

So keep the faith, be safe, stay well, and try your best to 
smile. 

 

What? No autumn kick-off?  
        No annual welcome back? 

 
                              Not so! 

   Mark your calendars for the St. Mark’s 
 
               Roadside Rally 
   
     Monday, September 7, 2020 
                3:00 to 7:00 pm 

Art by Clay D’Agostino 

Ode to St. Mark’s 
By Sherry Miller 


