
COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED 

 Do you enjoy meeting new people?  If so, 

you may like hosting the coffee table on Sunday 

mornings after church. You are welcome to sign up 

anytime in the church office.  If you would like to 

provide cake during coffee time, please be sure to 

provide the plates, and forks as well as someone to 

serve the cake.  Please contact Sandi Johnson with 

any questions at 858-278-8833. 

 

SUNDAY IS FUNDAY 
By Renee Anderson, Education Chair 

You are invited to welcome the new Sunday 

School year beginning on Sunday, September 4
th
. 

Sunday school lessons are taught each week and 

lessons are kid friendly. Parents can relax and listen 

to Reverend Craig’s or Reverend Jeri’s wonderful 

sermons that keep us focused on what’s important, 

while the kids have fun learning Bible stories and 

sharing with friends. Please be sure to use the 

registration form that can be found on either the St. 

Mark’s website or in the church office to sign up for 

the new year. Students are placed in the classroom 

according to their age. Room 6 is for 4-7 year old’s 

and Room 8 upstairs is for 8-10 year olds. Childcare 

is available in room 1 for infants to age 3. 

If you have a desire to work part time with 

kids and teach them Christian values there is a need o 

for Sunday school teachers. Your schedule can be 

easily accommodated and the lessons are provided in 

advance. For more information, contact Renee 

Anderson at the.renee.anderson@gmail.com 

Be sure to be in church on Welcome Back 

Sunday which is September 11
th 

as we welcome 

everyone back from summer vacations, meet the 

Sunday school teachers, celebrate with food and 

fellowship and remember why St. Mark’s is such a 

special church. 
 

TO JOIN OR NOT TO JOIN,  
THAT IS THE QUESTION    

Groucho Marx said, “I refuse to join any club 

that would have me as a member.” Sadly, Groucho 

missed one of the best things about being in a church; 

the people who come here are exactly the same as me 

and you, funny, quirky and sometimes just needing a 

friend. St. Mark’s is a place where everyone can be 

themselves, no better and no worse. Does this sound 

like a place you’d like to be a member of? Good.  On 

Sunday, September 18, after church, you are invited 

to come and talk about the United Methodist Church 

and perhaps even joining St. Mark’s.  No 

commitments, just conversation.  Join me, Rev. Jeri, 

in the New Room (inside the church office) to talk 

about St. Mark’s.  Bring your coffee and your 

authenticity, both are welcome.   
 

“THE BIBLE PRESUMES YOUR 
INTELLIGENCE.”   

With these words, renowned biblical scholar 

John Dominic Crossan begins his video study 

Violence Divine: Overcoming the Bible’s Portrayal of 

Its Non-Violent God.  This compelling and thought-

provoking eight-session series asks the questions 

“Where did the Bible come from, and why does it 

contain so much violence?” All are invited to this 

video study and discussion with Rev. Craig--the first 

meeting will be Monday, August 29, from 1 to 2:15 

in the New Room, near the church office. The series 

continues on Sept. 12, 19, and 26. Come to one, two, 

or any number of the discussions, which will 

conclude on November 7. Come by anytime!  If you 

can, sign up by emailing, calling, or stopping by the 

church office. 
 

ALL ABOARD THE GOSPEL TRAIN 
SEPTEMBER 11 

"The Gospel Train's a coming, I hear it just at 

hand..." Be among the 'passengers' who enjoy lunch 

together, following worship, on Sunday, September 

11. Everybody is welcome and sign-ups have begun 

at 'percolator time' Sunday mornings, or by calling the 

church office during the week. The people of St. 

Mark's celebrate a time of coming together again after 

summer vacations and look forward to the coming 

seasons of church activities. Enjoy Appalachian train 

ballads and some old-fashioned diner service: All 

aboard! 

Railroad Trivia: "The Gospel Train" is a 

traditional African-American spiritual first published 

in 1872. A standard Gospel song, it is found in the 

older hymnals of many Protestant denominations. 

Though slavery ended near 1865, similar songs were 

used to communicate and celebrate faith among 

slaves. "The signal for another train, to follow on the 

line, O, sinner, you're forever lost, if once you're left 

behind. Get on board, little children, there's room for 

many a more." 

 

HALLELUJAH CHIMES 

Has your child ever want to play with the 

Hallelujah chimes when they play in church?  Well 

we are calling all kids in grades 3
rd

 through 6
th
 grade 

who want to learn how to play.  The Hallelujah 

Chimes will be starting on September 8
th
 for the 

school year.  We meet Thursday nights from 5:20 to 6 

PM, after Hallelujah choir in the Social Hall.  If you 

have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact 

Christina Peer at christina.mugg@gmail.com or 858-

722‐3618. 
 

 

  



St. Mark’s Messenger 
 

Volume XXXXIII Issue 34                                                                                               August 24, 2016 

 

3502 Clairemont Drive, San Diego, CA 92117                                                            (858) 273-1480 
 

DEAR FRIENDS, 

 This has been a week of extremes.  First, the fun extreme. 

 

When I walked in the social hall one day during Vacation Bible School, I was handed a “yummy 

mummy.”  Most normal people would call it a pig in a blanket, or just a hot dog.  But this is, after all, VBS at 

St. Mark’s, bringing together the creative gifts of some special people to provide a really fun and meaningful 

experience for kids. 

 

The theme was “Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace.” On our patio, there was the river Nile 

(five swimming pools).  In the social hall, 20 or so children and adults dressed as ancient Egyptians were 

enjoying their yummy mummies.  Nearby tents had various artifacts, and freshly-decorated mantles (or vests?) 

were drying outside on the sidewalk. 

 

If you haven’t had a chance to stop by VBS, never fear.  In church this Sunday you can be part of the 

fun, as the children show us some of what they’ve learned this week. 

 

--- 

 

At the other extreme, all of us in the California-Pacific Conference are called to prayer for the East 

Congo Episcopal Area of the United Methodist Church in the wake of a vicious terrorist attack. Their Bishop 

Gabriel Unda was with us in our last Annual Conference session.   

 

Bishop Unda reports that, on the night of Saturday August 13, at least 40 people are believed to have 

been killed when a group of terrorists allied with Daesch (ISIS) attacked the city of Beni with machetes and 

knives.   They burnt houses, and raped women and young girls.  Beni is near the border with Uganda in the 

eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

 

Among those who died were two daughters of a United Methodist District Superintendent.  The District 

Superintendent himself was injured in the attack and was taken to a hospital. 

 

It is hard for me to conceive the shock, grief, and fear of those affected by this attack.  It is hard to even 

know how to pray.  May God help us all.  And may all our brothers and sisters know that are never forgotten, 

never alone, and forever blessed. 

 

See you in church. 

Craig 

 

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING  

During church this Sunday, August 28, all students and school staff are invited to receive a special blessing. 

Please wear your school shirt or team jersey in celebration of the start of the new school year! 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016 

8:30 AM   Church at the Beach/Tec. Shores 

                          Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                          Summer Choir/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

10:45 AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

11:00 AM   Missions Committee Mtg/Lib 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 
 

CHURCH AT THE BAY 

Come worship at the beach!  This Sunday is 

the final service at the beach for this summer. Church 

starts at 8:30 AM at Tecolote Shores, south of the 

Hilton Hotel.   
 

ATTENTION ALL LORDS AND LADIES!   

All participants in the Medieval Dinner are 

requested to bring costumes to the Social Hall 

immediately after church this  Sunday, August 28. 

The Costume Committee is making a master list to 

determine what, if anything, needs to be added to your 

costume. There will be a fitting at this time for those 

who still need a costume and there will also be a 

workshop to make your headpieces and hats. Mark 

your calendars and come one, come all, and hie thee to 

the Social Hall!   

 

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY AUDREY 

Audrey’s family invite you to enjoy cake and 

fellowship after church to celebrate Audrey’s 90th 

birthday this Sunday, August 28.  Cake will be served 

by members of her family and all are welcome. 

Audrey will be 90 on Tuesday, August 30. 

 

MISSIONS MEETING – AUGUST 28 

 Now that we are all back from our summer 

vacations, it is time to get ready for the many missions 

projects that we are planning to do.  This Sunday, 

August 28 at 11 A.M., let’s all meet in the 

library...plan what we can do for CCSA, the Haitian 

Refugee situation at Christ Ministry Center downtown, 

and the Alternative Christmas in November, are 

among some of our projects to discuss.   

 We still have money left from what the Do 

family gave to the church to help refugees.  We need 

all of you and all of your ideas to help figure out what 

to do with these funds and where do we go from here. 
 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is now 

available via our website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons 

or our YouTube channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Begins at 8:30 A.M. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this 

week: 
  

Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1-1, 10-16 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

YOUR PRESENCE  

Sunday, August 21, church attendance  

was 164. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 

our service and our witness.”  
 

♥  Debbie Milne 

♥  Pete Petiford  

♥  Lucretia Ann Portman  

♥  Gee Gee Ferrier 

♥  Kathryn Brown 

♥  Dolores and Louis Hall 

♥  Daniel Hererra  

♥  Bernice Morrison 

♥  Josie and Tammy Christian 

♥  Walter Hebdon 

♥  Phyllis Drewett 

♥  Juanita Burrows 

♥  Hope Coleman 

♥  Brad Davidson 

♥  Jerry Eubanks 

♥  Floyd Murphy  

♥  Dave Plutchak  

    …and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 


