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DEAR FRIENDS, 

As I look around my living room there is a collection of partially read books on the coffee table.  They 

are not all mine but a collection shared between my husband, Tom and me.  It isn’t that we don’t like the 

books, quite the opposite; all of them are good.  A few of the titles include: A Few Minutes with Andy Rooney 

by Andrew Rooney, The Art of Raising a Puppy by The Monks of New Skete, Thunder Dog, by Michael 

Hingson and Suzy Forey, When “Spiritual but Not Religious” is Not Enough by Lillian Daniel.  As I said, 

these are a few of the titles.     

This is what I call a balanced diet of reading.  Some are funny, some insightful, some teaching, and 

some historical.  Some might think we are unable to commit to our reading, but like many people we have a 

wide variety of taste in books.  So we pick and choose what we’d like to read at any given time.  Sometimes 

we even take turns reading aloud to each other.   

The Apostle Paul describes the church as the body of Christ.  I liken our taste in reading to how the 

body of Christ works in the church.  There are many kinds of ministry available, and some people work in 

several of them throughout the year.  There are those who sew quilts, coordinate catering and perform office 

work.  There are those who work to fix things, visit the homebound and sing in our choir.  There are those who 

teach Sunday school, work with the youth group and lead special events for our community.  This is just a 

smattering of the ways that people are involved at St. Mark’s. 

As the body of Christ we are called to work together to bring the kingdom of God to our neighbors, and 

I’m glad to see that is what we do.  Together we can all  do something; whether we send cards to our 

homebound, provide a meal for Storefront Teen Shelter, help in our Sunday school classrooms, or serve 

pancakes once a month.  Each of us has the capacity to bring some portion of our talent to help others. We 

choose to serve in a variety of ways.  Whatever it is you do, thank you.  Thank you for your thoughtfulness, 

your energy, your creativity and your patience.  What you do matters to those at St. Mark’s and our neighbors 

close by and globally.  

For those who are not sure what  they may want to do, feel free to drop in to any committee meeting, 

talk to anyone on the patio or maybe start something new that interests you.  You may be the one who starts 

the next great ministry that comes from St. Mark’s! 

See you in church, 

Jeri 

 

 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION  

With a vigorous Pope bearing his name, there is growing interest in the life and teachings of St. Francis, 

who lived from 1181 to 1226.  Did you know he created the first known live Nativity scene?  Beginning Monday, 

September 14, Rev. Craig will lead a three-week conversation about an excellent new book about the life of Francis, 

When St. Francis Changed the Church.  The group will meet from 1-2:15 PM in the New Room, near the church 

office.  All are invited, so mark your calendars now!  



TNT’S MEET THIS FRIDAY 

We’ll meet in the Social Hall this Friday, 

August 14 at 5:30 PM and enjoy dinner and a 

PowerPoint presentation on San Diego’s first big fair, 

the 1915 Panama-California Exposition. Please call 

Dorothy Kay 858 277-2917 for reservations and menu 

assignments. 

 

THANK YOU LETTER 

From Denise Johnson, Mission Coordinator 

Rolling Hills Christian Church in El Dorado 

Hills 

 The following is taken from a thank you 

letter Ken Murphy recently received from 

Rolling Hills Christian Church: 

“Dear Mr. Murphy, 

“I wanted to thank you for the beautiful 

crosses we received.  It is quite evident that each one 

is made with a great deal of love and care.  What an 

undertaking that must have been! 

“We are so privileged to visit your church 

every year and we look forward to attending your 

service every year. 

“We will deliver these crosses to our Mexico 

volunteers alond with a copy of your beautiful letter.  

I hope we have the opportunity to meet when we 

come through next March. 

“Thank you again for all the hard work and 

love that went into these crosses.” 

 

THANK YOU  

From Brad Cannon, Board President-

CCSA 

“From CSA and those we serve, please accept 

our sincere thanks for the contribution of 80 

backpacks for our back to school program! I wish that 

each and every one of you could see the smiling face 

of a child who receives a new backpack filled with 

school supplies. For many, they have never had a new 

back pack. Many others start the school year already 

behind those of their classmates who have more 

"advantages." The giving spirit of St. Mark's 

demonstrates to our community the message of 

Christ, and helps to brighten the lives of children, 

who held a special place in His ministry.”      

 

LEARN TO CHIME 

Calling all kids in grades 3
rd

 through 5
th
 who 

want to learn how to play chimes.  The Hallelujah 

Chimes will be starting on September 10
th
 for the 

school year.  We will be meeting Thursday nights 

from 5:20 to 6 pm, after Hallelujah choir in the Social 

Hall.  If you have any questions don’t hesitate to 

contact Christina Peer at christina.mugg@gmail.com 

or 858-722-3618. 

 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is now 

available via our website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons 

or our YouTube channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

Monday, August 17, 2015 
4:30 PM   CCSA Board Meeting/Lib 

Tuesday, August 18, 2015 
7:00 PM   Church Council/SH 

Wednesday, August 19, 2015 
9:30 AM   Carol’s Writing Group/CR 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

Thursday, August 20, 2015 
9:00 AM   Coffee Chat/Rm 10 

    Ties of Love/SH 

6:30 PM   Christian Believer Study/NR 

7:00PM   Boy Scouts/SH 

Sunday, August 23, 2015 
8:30 AM   Church at the Beach/Mission Bay 

                           Summer Choir/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

                           Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

LET US KNOW 

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 

 

WELCOME BACK SUNDAY IS 

GRANDPARENTS DAY! 

 Sunday, September 13 is sure to be a day of 

celebration and fun so be sure to mark your calendar 

and invite your friends and family to come to church 

with you!  Not only is it Welcome Back Sunday but it 

is also Grandparents Day, a day to celebrate family! 

 The day will begin with a free pancake 

breakfast in the Social Hall from 7:30 to 9:15 AM.  

Then church at 9:30 AM which will be followed by a 

BBQ potluck in the courtyard.  Stay tuned for more 

details in the next issue of St. Mark’s Messenger. 

 

MEOW. RUFF. OINK. CHIRP. 

Did you know that when humans phonetically 

imitate the sounds animals make that it’s called 

onomatopoeia? So bark away, humans! We’re gearing 

up for the second, annual Blessing of the Animals 

coming in a few weeks. Please note the date and begin 

inviting your animal pals: Sunday, October 4, 2015. 

Quack, quack!

LIVING STONES AT ST. MARK’S 
By Karen Scanlon and Debbie Abbott 

 
Meet Pam Rader, dedicated yard sale co-

chair, United Methodist Women’s Board 

Committee Member, usher, quilting circle 

seamstress, Board of Trustees Committee 

Member and church office volunteer. ~ Originally 

from Seattle, WA ~ Her family moved to Bay 

Park when she was 11~ Sewing is an activity that 

consumed a lot of time in her younger days. ~ 

"Coming from a family with five children, if I 

wanted a new dress I needed to make it. I made a 

new dress every weekend.” ~ Family connections 

brought her to St. Mark's; she, and one bother and 

one sister were later married here. ~ Oldest 

daughter was member of children's choir, and the 

robe Pam stitched is still in the church collection. 

~ Proudest accomplishment is Pam’s family, with 

two daughters, one son, and four grandchildren. 

Pam served as a cook aboard the boats for 

Islandia Sports Fishing and worked most Sundays. 

~ Later employed with SDG&E billing 

department, 1990-2006, managing accounts that 

the computer could not do, i.e., billing for the 

Navy or Qualcomm. 

  With retirement has come the opportunity 

to attend church, and she has been with us nearly 

four years now. Pam seeks opportunities to 

connect and serve, most recently in the dynamic 

duo as co-chair of the yard sale with Judy 

Edelblute. Pam has enjoyed two women's retreats. 

  "I joined the quilting group that meets 

once a month. I am also trying to do the Bible 

reading every day, and though it’s a bit confusing 

I press on. Church isn’t always comfortable and 

sometimes I wonder why even go,” she admits. 

Her conclusion, “It fills a need right now.” 

  A quiet and industrious servant, we rely in 

many ways on “powerhouse” Pam, including 

assisting weekly in the church office. We thank 

God for you, Pam! 
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“You also, like living stones, are built 

into a spiritual house…”  I Peter 2:5 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2015  

8:30 AM   Church at the Beach/Mission Bay 

                           Summer Choir/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

10:45 am   Foundation Meeting/NR 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

GUEST ORGANISTS IN AUGUST 

By Frank Williams 

The next three weeks our Organist, Craig 

McIlwain, will be taking a well-deserved vacation.  

During those three weeks, I have asked four young 

artists to play.  This Sunday, August 16, Suzy Webster 

will be our Young Artist.   

 Suzy is a Junior at Christian High.  A piano 

and organ student of Leslie Wolf Robb, Suzy has won 

first place in the Southern California Junior Bach 

Festival Complete Works Auditions twice and has 

performed in the Memorial Awards Concerts twice at 

First Congregational Church in Los Angeles.  Suzy 

serves as substitute organist for several San Diego 

churches and had the privilege to perform a concert at 

St. Mary’s Cathedral in San Francisco.  Suzy enjoys 

photography, basketball, volleyball, tennis, drama, and 

yearbook. 
 

BE SURE TO GET YOUR PADRES TICKETS 

Sunday, August 23, at 1:10 PM the San 

Diego Padres will take on the Saint Louis Cardinals 

at Petco Park..  Tickets are $10 per seat.  There are 

only a few tickets available so be sure to stop by the 

patio after church this morning or the church office 

during the week to buy your tickets. This game is 

the second Padres’ Faith & Family Day event.  

Following the game, Bob Goff, author of New York 

Times bestseller Love Does and diplomat as an 

Honorary Consul for the Republic of Uganda, due to 

his work with Restore International, will speak about 

his faith.  

 

GIVING WATER TO OUR NEIGHBORS  

California many be experiencing a drought but 

here at St. Mark’s we are offering free water to our 

neighbors who wait in line at CCSA for their monthly 

commodities.  On Thursday, August 27, from 8 – 10 

AM. we will load up the wagon with water bottles and 

give it away.  No strings attached.  But we do need 

your help to continue this ministry.  Please sign up in 

the church office to help our neighbors.  You’ll be glad 

you did!    
 

OUR PRESENCE  

 Sunday, August 6, church attendance was 216. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room.  

Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 

Psalm 111 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

John 6:51-58 

Pastors Sunday School will not be meeting the 

month of August.  Will resume in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service and our witness.”  

Hospitalized this week: 

♥  Dave Plutchak 

♥  Bill Baer 

Continued prayers: 

♥  Rachel Morgan 

♥  Chris Kerr 

♥  Malinda Brick 

♥  Mary Shelton  

♥  Jess Russell 

♥  Jackie Delbaugh 

♥  Dolores Monfort  

♥  Arlene Hess 

♥  Georgia McNeil 

♥  Jackie Carpenter 

♥  Carol Galante 

♥  Louis Hall 

♥  Dorothy Sage 

♥  Lois Ramsey 

♥  Mitch Boyer  

♥  Ken Murphy 

♥  Deanna Marshall   
    …and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon Dempster, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Daniel Ness, Army 

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

  

 


