
ST MARK'S PRAYER CHAIN 

You are invited to join the 95 families who 

participate in the St Mark's prayer chain via email. 

Prayer requests will be sent to you via an email 

account you provide; you will not be asked to do 

anything other than offer your private prayers for 

requests you receive.  To participate, please send your 

email address to Donna Newby, 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

 

 

NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

Tuesday, August 8, 2017 

6:30 PM   Grief Share/NR 

7:00 pm   Faith Circle/Offsite 

Wednesday, August 9, 2017 

9:30 AM   Friendship Circle/NR 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

Thursday, August 10, 2017 
8:00 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

6:15 PM   BSA Planning Mtg/NR 

7:00 PM   Boy Scouts/SH 

Friday, August 11, 2017 
11:30 AM   39ers/Offsite 

6:00 PM   BSA Court of Honor/SH 

Sunday, August 13, 2017 
8:30 AM   Church at the Beach/Tec. Shores 

                         Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                         Summer Choir/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

11:00  AM   VBS Mtg/SH 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 
 

 

CAMP CEDAR GLEN:  
FUN & FRIENDSHIPS! 

In June seven of our middle school students 

attended UMC's Camp Cedar Glen in Julian. Please 

ask Cara, Charlee, Frankie, Joey, Diana, Kai and Kyle 

about their experiences. They prayed and played with 

other United Methodist youth. Rev. Jeri and Kris 

Nieder visited during the week to say hello to our 

youth and capture some photos of the fun. The kids 

agree: They can't wait to go back! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United Methodist 

Church, we made a commitment to ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.”   Please keep 

the following people and their loved ones in 

prayer: 

 

♥  Mack McKinney 

♥  Ben Hernandez 

♥  Carolyn Djie 

♥  Den (Doc) Hemingway  

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Helen Fox 

♥  Dorotrhy Radomsky 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Christine Kay 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick  
 

   and our military personnel, including: 

 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

 In my sermon last Sunday, I challenged us to answer these questions together:  

 Are we willing to sacrifice for sharing the message of Jesus and the essence of Christ?   

 What is our operating priority (where we begin decision-making and where we return when decisions are 

made)?  Is it sharing this message, or having a balanced budget and no debt? 

Thanks to the generous stewardship of those who have gone before, and of many of you, we are in a very strong 

financial position.  We have significant real-estate and financial assets and no debt.  Stewardship and giving to the 

Capital Campaign are high. 

Yet, in spite of this strength, we have become so averse to additional, new, over-and-above expenses that it has 

become impossible to talk about doing anything new of any substance.  I am strongly urging that we take a new 

approach, understanding the overwhelmingly strong financial position we are in.   

 After consulting with members of the staff and leadership, I want to propose three initiatives as our highest 

priorities moving into 2018.  We consider each of these priorities over and above what we are doing now, so they 

will be additional, new expenses.  There may be other new ideas that will be proposed for the new year, but we 

consider these to be the three highest priorities: 

 To hire a General Contractor to manage all of our current maintenance and remodeling projects.  Thanks 

to the excellent work of Jack Carpenter and the Board of Trustees on the Capital Campaign, there is now 

so much going on it has become impossible to manage in a timely, efficient way.  Many of the Capital 

Campaign projects are complex and require careful attention and coordination.  Also, because our 

buildings are more than 55 years old, new, unexpected projects will continue to pop up.  Having repair 

and remodel of our plant overseen by a professional will very likely save us money in the long run, 

because they may notice things that need attention before the cost to fix them is not too high.  And we 

will look better and feel better about ourselves. Cost estimate: unknown.  Initial guess: $20,000.  I am 

gathering information to get a better estimate. 

 To hire someone to help us with marketing and all our online and printed communications.  It is more-

important than ever to use every tool and method we can to reach out, invite, and involve more people, 

younger people, and more-diverse people in our programs.  We need advice, expertise, and on-going 

hands-on help with this.  Estimate: $25,000. 

 To significantly raise our financial commitment to the mission closest to our heart, the Community 

Christian Service Agency.  Yes, a significant part of our church budget is allocated each year to United 

Methodist mission projects worldwide.  And yes, a significant amount of money passes through the 

church each year, designated to CCSA.  I am talking about committing an additional amount from each 

year's operating budget that is commensurate with our size and how we feel about CCSA.  The budget of 

the church expresses the church's priorities, and I believe that support of CCSA needs to be one of those 

priorities.  Estimate for the first year: 3% of our operating budget, or approximately $20,000.  I hope in 

coming years we can maintain support at the level of 5% of budget, or more. 

The Church Council is considering these proposals, and will meet on Tuesday, August 15 at 7 p.m.  In the 

meantime, let me now if you have thoughts or suggestions. 

See you in church! 

Craig  

 

 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2017 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                         Summer Choir/CR   

                         Church at the Beach/DeAnza Cove 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 

  Genesis 32:22-31 

  Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

  Romans 9:1-5 

  Matthew 14:13-21 

 

BRING A FRIEND TO THE BEACH  

St. Mark’s will have church at the beach each 

Sunday in August which includes a time for music, 

prayer, scripture, a message and fellowship beginning 

this Sunday, August 6.  Church at the beach starts at 

8:30 a.m.  Come and enjoy one of the many benefits of 

living in beautiful San Diego and being part of St. 

Mark’s community!  And bring a friend! 

 

UMC SAN DIEGO MISSION RETREAT:  
FAITH IN ACTION    

Please keep St. Mark's youth - Kai, Livia, 

Amber, Justin and Diana - in your prayers as they 

spend August 3 - 6 at a special United Methodist San 

Diego Mission Retreat. They will join 30 other local 

youth learning about food insecurity, homelessness 

and poverty in San Diego through hands-on volunteer 

experiences. We look forward to sharing their stories 

of service in an upcoming issue of The Messenger. 
 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS   

Interested in an authentic faith for the 21st 

century?  “Living the Questions” is a video-based 

discussion series that moves beyond dogmatic, either-

or answers to challenging questions of spirituality and 

meaning.  Instead, it encourages a more-authentic and 

more-dynamic approach to the mystery of God.   It 

continues on Mondays August 7, 21, and 28 from 1 to 

2:15 p.m. in the New Room, near the church office.  

Come for a refreshing and eye-opening experience!   

All are always invited--no previous attendance is 

required. 

 

 

 

FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

Please be sure to come by the Social Hall this 

Sunday, August 13, between 7:45 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 

to share a delicious pancake breakfast with your 

friends and family.  All are invited! 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PLANNING 
MEETING FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS 

On Sunday, August 13
th
 there will be a 

meeting in the Social Hall after church for all persons 

that have either signed up for a VBS task, have 

questions about how they can help, or want to sign up 

for a day to bring in a dozen cookies. 

Please come!  This is a great opportunity to 

find out more information about the theme of this 

year’s VBS and learn about how you can help! 

 

GRIEFSHARE 

  GriefShare groups meet weekly at 6:30 p.m. in 

the New Room to help people face the challenges and 

move toward rebuilding life after the death of a loved 

one. Each GriefShare sessions have three distinct 

elements: videos, group support, personal study and 

reflection.  The next 13-week session begins Tuesday, 

August 8.  Lindsey VanGorder, MSW, will be leading 

the class.  Sign-ups are in the church office.  

 PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE 

FROM 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

 

PLEASE REGISTER SUNDAY SCHOOLERS 

Sunday School Registration for the fall will 

begin soon!  All children and youth, Pre-K through 

Senior High are invited to join with friends to learn 

about and share in the love of Jesus. Sunday school 

classes will begin in a few weeks!  

 

39ERS SOCIAL GROUP 

The 39ers will get together for lunch at the 

Mandarin Wok Restaurant on August 11 at 11:30 a.m. 

The Mandarin Wok is located at 4227 Balboa Avenue 

on the corner of Clairemont Drive and Balboa Avenue.  

Please call Wendy Holman at 858-273-3184 to reserve 

a seat.  
 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 Attendance on Sunday, July 30 was 151. 
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