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DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

Last week I spent a few days in Cambria, which is on the central coast of California about two 

hours north of Santa Barbara. When I was in town one afternoon, a brush fire broke out a short distance 

from the town's main street. There were billows of smoke and the fire quickly grew to about three acres. It 

seemed bigger because it was right in front of those of us standing on the sidewalk watching. 

The fast response to the fire was amazing. There were CalFire and town vehicles there within 2 

minutes, and women and men immediately began working. Vehicles from neighboring Paso Robles, 

Atascadero, Cayucos, and Morro Bay showed up within minutes it seemed. A flatbed truck with a big 

bulldozer pulled up, and an incredibly skilled operator got that thing off the truck and up the hill at a rapid 

clip. A large CalFire helicopter landed in the middle of Main Street and eight fully-suited men and women 

got out, picked up equipment, and jogged to the fire line. The helicopter then took off with its dumper 

bucket and began bringing ocean water and dumping it on the fire with incredible precision.  

Then a neighbor texted that we had gotten a reverse 911 call to prepare to evacuate.  

An hour earlier, I just thought I’d treat myself to a relaxing lunch and maybe go for a walk. Now I 

had to think about putting my two cats and dog in the car with a few important things. And I thought about 

the neighbors who would need help—several of them had nowhere to evacuate to.  

Life can change very fast, and very unexpectedly. It may be caused by a natural event—for us, 

wildfires, earthquakes, or floods. Or from an injury or medical diagnosis. Or from getting or losing a job. 

Or beginning or ending a relationship.  

We may be just going about our lives, and within days or hours or minutes, things are different. 

It’s a reminder of the preciousness of the gift of life, and it reminds me to be more-consistently attentive to 

the love, hope, and faith that I know, and that I encounter all the time.  

We didn’t have to evacuate. Because of the fast and overwhelming response, the fire was brought 

under control within a couple of hours. It was a very inspiring example of well-organized, highly 

competent people working quickly to get something done. I was impressed, and grateful.  

See you in church!  

Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 23, 2017  

  



MEMORIAL GARDEN PLAQUES 

 Are you aware that there is a dedicated 

Memorial Garden area at St. Mark’s? It is the outside 

upper terrace in front of the church.  The columns of 

the Wall hold memorial plaques, dedicated to 

deceased loved ones as a way to memories of them 

alive. An accompanying book of biographies with a 

page for each of those identified by the plaques is 

inside the narthex near the Memorial Wall. 

 Each year we offer the ordering of bronze 

plaques for deceased former pastors, members, 

constituents and their immediate families.  

  If you would like to dedicate a plaque, please 

obtain a Memorial Garden Wall brochure from the 

church office.  Orders and payments must be received 

by August 20 to be included in this year’s All Saints 

Sunday dedication in November.  If you have further 

questions, please contact Ron or Donna Newby at 

858-278-4482 or other members of the St. Mark’s 

Memorials Committee. 

 

GRIEFSHARE 

  GriefShare groups meet weekly at 6:30 p.m. 

in the New Room to help people face the challenges 

and move toward rebuilding life after the death of a 

loved one. Each GriefShare sessions have three 

distinct elements: videos, group support, personal 

study and reflection.  The next 13-week session 

begins Tuesday, August 8.  Lindsey VanGorder, 

MSW, will be leading the class.  Sign-ups are in the 

church office.  

 PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE 

FROM 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

ST MARK'S PRAYER CHAIN 

You are invited to join the 95 families who 

participate in the St Mark's prayer chain via email. 

Prayer requests will be sent to you via an email 

account you provide; you will not be asked to do 

anything other than offer your private prayers for 

requests you receive.  To participate, please send your 

email address to Donna Newby, 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

 

SUMMER CHOIR IS HERE   

You are invited to sing with the summer choir 

on Sunday mornings.  Rehearsals are Sunday 

mornings at 8:30 a.m. in the Choir Room.  Please see 

Frank Williams, Choir Director for more information.  

Everyone is invited.   

 

CHURCH AT THE BEACH IN AUGUST 

Mark your calendars and dust off your beach 

chairs to come worship at the beach!  St. Mark’s will 

have church at the beach each Sunday in August 

which includes a time for music, prayer, scripture, a 

message and fellowship beginning Sunday, August 6.  

Church at the beach starts at 8:30 a.m.   

 

MISSING TABLECLOTH  

 After a quick inventory of the linens in the 

social hall, it has been discovered that one of the 

round linen table cloths is missing.  If you know of its 

whereabouts, please call Pat Comer at 858-279-3011. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United Methodist 

Church, we made a commitment to ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.”   Please keep 

the following people and their loved ones in 

prayer: 

 

♥  Den (Doc) Hemingway  

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Helen Fox 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Christine Kay 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 
 

   and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 



SUNDAY, JULY 30 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                         Summer Choir/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

10:45 AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

11:00 AM   Worship Committee/Lib 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 

  Psalm 29:15-28 

  Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 

  Romans 8:26-39 

  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

MARKETPLACE 29 A.D. AUGUST 21 -25 

This year's St. Mark's Vacation Bible School 

program is a whole-self experience. Let's imagine a 

child is visiting the spice shop, and she is grinding 

fennel or cardamom on the mortal and pestle. 

Suddenly she and the trades-people in the shop hear 

the sound of Roman soldiers afoot in the marketplace. 

Why are they coming? Run, hide... 

    Or, a young boy is pounding coin in the 

Roman treasury when he hears the shouts of his 

neighbors, "The storyteller has come, hurry." He 

throws aside his tools and rushes to the edge of town." 

    These and many more scenes will be created 

for children in the Marketplace. Five half days of 

learning, singing, games, drama, and crafting for 

children ages four years and up. Snack at the fruit 

stand or shop at the bake house. Lunch included. All 

children everywhere are encouraged to meet at the 

Marketplace. 

    Families may register now online at 

http://www.stmarksumcsd.org, or pick up a 

registration form in the church office. Shalom. 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 Attendance on Sunday, July 23 was 144. 
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YARD SALE WEEK 

It’s here! This is the week we need as many hands 

as possible to prepare and sell the items you have 

donated.  If you did not sign up for a specific time to 

help, come when you can!   

Work times are as follows:  

Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

These are also the hours you can 

bring things for sale. 

Thursday work 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sale open 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday 

evening for St. Mark’s friends 

including our pre-school families. 

Friday and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

August 4 and 5 the sale is open to all.  

Saturda, August 5 from 1:30 p.m. to 3 

p.m. clean-up helpers are needed. 

Participate in the fun while serving your church, 

the community we live in and the community beyond!  

You’ll be glad you did! 

 

PLANTS FOR THE YARD SALE 

Do you have plants for the yard sale?  If so, 

please do not bring any plants until Tuesday, August 1 

or Wednesday, August 2.  If you know the name of the 

plant, please label it and indicate if the plant is best in 

the sun, partial sin or the shade.  This will be a great 

help during the sale!   
 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2018 REVISED DATE 

We are excited to announce the revised date 

for the 2018 Women’s Retreat at Pine Valley Bible 

Conference Center of May 18-20, 2018 
 

CLAIREMONT DAYS   

St. Mark’s will not be participating in the 

Clairemont Family Days event on August 5.  We hope 

to participate in the event in 2018.  

 

FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

Please be sure to come by the Social Hall this 

Sunday, August 13, between 7:45 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 

to share a delicious pancake breakfast with your 

friends and family.  All are invited! 

 

 



 


