
We are having a bake sale at the Yard 
Sale on August 3 and 4!   

Please stop by the bake sale table to 
pick up your favorite fresh baked 
goods.  All proceeds will got to UMC 
Missions Project. 

Calling all Bakers!  Please donate your 
favorite cookies, breads, cakes, and 
pies for the sale. (please no cream fill-
ings or cream pies).  

Vacation Bible School: Off to the Land of 
Shiner. 

Why on earth would a united humanity in 
the generations following the Great Flood 
build a massive tower to an unknown 
Babylonian god?  Mm.  People have a 
hard time getting it!  Had they not been 
aware of the God who destroyed all for 
their disobedience yet saved Noah and his 
family from the flood? 

Vacation Bible School presents five Bible 
Giants the week August 20—24 from 
9:00AM to 11:30AM.  We’ll construct 
that big ol’ tower until we realize that 
when God observes our city and tower at 
Shinar, he will confound our speech so we 
can no longer understand each other.  
Then we’ll have to scatter to other parts of 
the world. 

Don’t miss the Bible drama. For more in-
formation and registration, contact the 
church at 858-270-1480 or check the web-
site for online registration http://www. 
stmarksumcsd.org/events/2018-vacation-
bible-school.  Ahh, “Stop the tower!” the 
God of Israel commands. 

Vacation Bible School needs your boxes!  
We hope you are remembering to save 
those boxes.  Any size or shape, please.  
VBS participants will construct the Tower 
of Babel and the Walls of Jericho and the 
more boxes we gather, the more fun we 
have.  Please hang on to your boxes until 
after the yard sale then bring them on in to 
church.  Or, a team member will come to 
you to collect them. 

Questions? Karen Scanlon at kws-
canlon@gmail.com or phone 858-583-
4992.  

Giving Thanks: 
Sierra Service Project 

Christ Ministry Center 

The Yard Sale is almost here!  I’m excited about it and hope you are 
also. 

Following are the times we will be present to receive the items you are 
donating for the sale: 
  Sat. July 28, 12 noon until 5 pm 

  Sun. July 29, until 12 noon. 
   Mon. July 30-Wed. Aug. 1, from 9 am until 7 pm. 
 

These are also days we need your help, so come even if you did not 
sign up. 
 

We also will need help Thurs. morning 9 am-1 pm to arrange sale 
items on the patio and in the social hall. 
 

Shopping days are: 
 Thurs. Aug. 2.  5-7 pm for St. Mark’s related people 
 Fri. and Sat.8 am until 2 pm., for the public. 
We need more help those days also. Come when you can and stay for 

as long as you can and join in on the fun as we serve our church and 
the community! 

GriefShare is for people grieving the death  of a family member 
or friend.  We understand that there are other losses in life that 
create feelings of grief.  You might be experiencing a job loss, a 
divorce, estrangement from a child, or the loss of friends because 
of a move.  This grief is real, but it is not the kind of grief dis-
cussed in GriefShare sessions.. 

GriefShare sessions will be held Tuesday, August 14, through 
Tuesday, November 6, at 6:30 PM 

Lindsey Van Gorder, Licensed Social Worker, will lead video 
and workbook discussions.  Sign ups are encouraged  by visiting 
the office or calling St. Mark’s at 858-273-1480 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Yard Sale  

Vacation Bible School 
August 20-24 

Bake Sale 

GriefShare Sessions August 14  
through November 6 

In Pastor’s Sunday School we  study 
the lectionary texts which follow the 
church calendar.  For Sunday July 22: 

• 2 Samuel 11:1-15 

• Psalm 14 (UM746) 

• Ephesians 3:14-21 

• John 6:1-21 

It’s an informal study, always open to 
all, at 8:30 AM in the New Room. 

Pastor’s Sunday School 

What exactly is Christ Ministry Center?   
Rev. Dr. William Jenkins began this ministry center after he retired. 
He writes, “In 2011 Christ Ministry Center (CMC) began as an ur-
ban ministry center built upon Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 25: "I 
was hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, in prison and a stranger...and you 
cared for me!"” As an expression of this passage here is what CMC 
does today.  
• HUNGER - Good Neighbor Center, the CMC Food Pantry, 

UCSD and Cal-State Free Clinics help feed our neighbors.  
• THIRST - Spiritual dehydration is met by over a dozen congre-

gations who offer ministries to quench spiritual thirsts, like Je-
sus demonstrated with the woman at the well (John 4) 

• CLOTHING – CMC receives donated clothes and then offers 
thee clothing to our neighbors. 

• SICKNESS – Two Free Clinics operate on Tuesday afternoon 
(UCSD) and Thursday afternoon (Cal-State). UCSD Free Dental 
Clinic will open soon. 

• PRISON – We now have the opportunity to “proclaim release to 
the (refugee) captives” through the GateWay Loft and Safe Har-
bors. Additionally, there is help through 12 Step Support minis-
tries. 

• STRANGERS – Our GateWay Loft Ministry is one of only nine 
“Welcome Shelters” for immigrants along the Southern US Bor-
der. We continue to offer God’s love and safe harbor to those 
God sends our way. 

CMC is indeed the “Seven-Days-A-Week” Church, touching over a 
thousand lives each week.  You can learn more at https://
www.cummc.org/  or join us on Sunday, August 19 when Rev. Dr. 
William Jenkins will preach at St. Mark’s and have a Q&A after-
wards about the work of Christ Ministry Center.   

A huge thank you to Christina Peer and her brother, Brian 
Mugg, for their leadership on our Sierra Service Project team! 
By plane and by van, Christina, Brian, Charlee, Livia, Diana, 
Jolie, and Kai, traveled to Chiloquin, Oregon. Chiloquin is the 
central town of the Klamath Tribes region. The team spent a 
week sleeping on a gym floor, working in 100 degree heat, bat-
tling mosquitos, and still had an absolutely wonderful time! To 
quote Jolie, "It was a blast!" Their energy and enthusiasm for 
helping others is inspiring. Back to that van they traveled in: It 
wasn't just any van, it was the "Marilyn" and "GeeGee" van in 
honor of our two biggest team sponsors! Our gratitude goes out 
to all the sponsors who made this trip possible. 

Exciting Announcement 
As Lay Leader of St. Mark’s, it is my 
privilege to announce that Rev. Lydia 
has a new title. In recognition of her 
appointment status, and the commit-
ment that we as a congregation and Rev 
Lydia have made to the future of St. 
Mark’s, Rev. Lydia Sohn is now recog-
nized as “Senior Minister  in Transi-
tion.” During the coming year she will 
be mentored by Rev. Craig, and work 
with Rev. Jeri, as she becomes familiar 
with who we are, our needs, and re-
searches and implements ways that we 
can better carry out our ministry in our 
community and the world. Please wel-
come Rev Lydia and congratulate her 
on this formal recognition of the posi-
tion and trust that she has earned. In 
partnership with our pastors, we can 
look forward to many years of contin-
ued leadership, ministry and spiritual 
growth at St. Mark’s. 
Bradley Cannon 

https://www.cummc.org/
https://www.cummc.org/


Sunday, July 29   
9:30 AM  Service 

Rev. Craig Dorval 
  
 

Child Care, Rooms 1&2 
 

Next Week @ A Glance 

July22, 2018 

St. Mark’s Messenger 

Rev. Lydia Sohn 
Senior Minister 

 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY JULY 15: 165 

♥  Phil Currie 
♥  Renee Pierce 
♥  Lorraine Robinson 
♥  Forrest Sedgwick 
♥  Kelly Hopkins  
♥  Rose Marie Pierce 
♥  Phyllis Drewett 
♥  Sherry Forrest  
♥  Vera Morrison 
♥  Al Johannesen 
♥  Dolores Hall 
 
 our military personnel: 
 

  Kris Brendal, Army 
  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Samuel England, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 
  Michael Hunter, Navy 
  Brady Jackson, Army 
  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Army 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 

In Our Prayers 

Sunday, July 29, 2018 
8:30AM    Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                  Summer Choir/CR 

9:30AM    Church Service/Sanc 

12:00PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

4:00PM     Book Study/NR 

Monday, July 30, 2018 

9:00AM   Yard Sale Prep/SH 

6:45PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Tuesday, July 31, 2018 
9:00AM    Yard Sale Prep/SH 

7:15PM     AA Meeting/RM 9 

Wednesday, August 1, 2018 

9:00AM     Yard Sale Prep/SH 

Thursday, August 2, 2018 

9:00AM     Yard Sale Prep/SH 

7:00PM      Boy Scouts/SH 

7:15PM     AA Meeting/RM 9 

Friday. August 3, 2018 

9:00AM    Yard Sale/SH/Patio 

Saturday, August 4, 2018 
9:00AM   Yard Sale/SH/Patio 

Sunday, August 5, 2018 

8:30AM    Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                  Summer Choir/CR 

9:30AM    Church Service/Sanc 

                  Baptism of Lila Sura Deo/Sanc 

12:00PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

4:00PM     Book Study/NR 
 
CR=Choir Room Sanc=Sanctuary 
Lib=Library SH=Social Hall 
NR=New Room 
 
 

*If you have any questions  about or 
would like to add an event to the church 
calendar, please contact the church of-
fice at 858-273-1480  
smumcsdoffice@gmail.com. 

Vol. 45: Issue 27  
  

You are invited to participate 
in the St Mark's prayer chain 
via email. Prayer requests will 
be sent to you via an email 
account you provide; you will 
not be asked to do anything 
other than offer your private 
prayers for requests you re-
ceive. To participate, please 
email Donna Newby 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

858-273-1480 

Missed Sunday’s sermon? 
You can watch Sunday 
morning  sermons on video 
by visiting: 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons. 
They can also be found on 
the St. Mark's Facebook 
Page.  

Never Miss 
a Sermon 

St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is 
published weekly by St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church, 3502 Clairemont 
Drive, San Diego CA 92117.  Periodicals 
Postage paid at San Diego, CA POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to St. 
Mark’s Messenger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, 
S.D., CA 92117 

Keeping In Touch 

Are you looking for an oppor-
tunity to volunteer your time 
and talents at church?  Do you 
have some free time during the 
week? If so, please consider 
becoming an office volunteer.  
We currently have a need for 
help on Monday mornings 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 

For more information please 
contact:  
858-273-1480. 

Office Volunteer 

Church at the 
 Beach 

 
Dear friends, 
 
I have a lot of friends who don't go to church, even close family members.  
 
This is not a big problem for me as a progressive Christian (by the way, if you're 
more interested in that term, you can read my HuffPost piece on it on the internet. 
Just google "Lydia Sohn Progressive Christianity."). I honor and respect the unique 
spiritual journeys of each individual and each religious tradition so long as it aligns 
with my overarching values of love and affirming the sacred worth of all of crea-
tion. In that way, I'm definitely not an "anything goes relativist."  
 
But, as a minister who has committed her entire life to this profession, I do admit 
that I ask myself frequently, if I believe that God blesses other religious traditions 
and all people on a diversity of spiritual paths, then what exactly is the pull towards 
my specific tradition? What would compel people to join us if I myself do not be-
lieve that Christianity is the only way to truth? And the answer I continually come 
back to is this: religious diversity, like all forms of diversity: racial diversity, sexual 
diversity, personality diversity, cultural diversity, are all gifts from God. We hu-
mans have tried to constrain God all throughout our history yet God has always 
shown us that God can never be boxed in. God is so much bigger than we can ever 
conceive of. Diversity is a gift from God because diversity is one of the largest fea-
tures of God's identity and as Genesis teaches us, creation is made in the image of 
God. As such, it is a holy task to continue preaching our particular faith tradition 
because this specific tradition plays a large part in the diversity of God's much larg-
er self. To remove it or to not preach about it, would be like cutting off God's arm.  
 
My favorite analogy for this is with food (by the way, you'll hear me talking about 
food A LOT). My husband is white with an Irish Catholic heritage. The cuisine he 
was brought up with is completely different from my Korean cuisine. His food is 
rich, buttery and meat heavy while mine is spicy, bitter, oily and fish heavy. We 
never ever play the game of whose cuisine is better because it would be an absurd 
effort even to do so. These cuisines are so different from one another and contribute 
to a wide spectrum of flavors and textures. When he does make his food-of-origin 
for me though, he makes the best version of it and I do the same for him. We both 
try to show each other the best of what our heritages offer. 
 
And this is what we do with our faith. I'm Christian. I always have been and I will 
never stop being a Christian. My faith has gems and treasures that do not negate the 
gems and treasures of other religious traditions. Christianity will always draw peo-
ple in, as will other religious traditions. My job is simply to share with others the 
best version of my faith so others can taste and see how wonderful and glorious it 
is.  
 
In this together, 
 
Lydia 
 
 

St. Mark’s will celebrate 
another year of church out-
side at Tecolote Shores in 
Mission Bay.  Join us on 
Sundays August 5, 12, 19, 
and 26, at 8:30 AM.  Come 
and enjoy fresh air, fresh 
music, and fresh ideas of 
familiar bible stories.  
Bring your chairs, your 
blankets, and your neigh-
bors.. 


