
The Finance  Committee would like to 
update everyone regarding where we 
are at the half-year mark as of June 30, 
2018.  The year-to-date pledges re-
ceived are at 94.5%.  This is ok, but 
the trend in monthly giving has been 
lower recently.  Typically summer can 
be a time when pledge giving declines 
due to many being away on vaca-
tion.  If you are behind, we encourage 
you to “catch up”.  Our General Fund 
balance is currently in the RED at 
($17,565.90). 
Thank you for your gifts and please 
know we will continue to keep you 
updated on where our finances stand at 
St.  Mark’s.  Your giving statements 
have been prepared and are ready for 
you.  PLEASE pick up at church on 
Sunday or in the office during the 
week to save us the postage expense.   
If you have any questions, feel free to 
reach out to Millie McKibbin, Finance 
Chair, at 
NEW Email:  millicentmckibbin@outl
ook.com 

Missed Sunday’s sermon? You can 
watch Sunday morning  sermons on 
video by visiting: 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons. They can 
also be found on the St. Mark's Face-
book Page.  

Never Miss 
a Sermon 

The Shofar: Do you know what this is?  
It’s a horn, a ram’s horn trumpet used by 
ancient Jews in religious ceremonies and 
as a battle signal.  Battle signal, indeed!  
Our Shofar is on its way from New York 
and will signal the battle at Jericho in the 
St. Mark’s courtyard. 

And, by the way, we hope you are remem-
bering to save every box you meet.  
Please drop them off  the week after the 
Yard Sale or let us know and we’ll come 
pick them up. 

Your VBS team is hard at work planning 
a playful and dramatic program for our 
community.  Bible giants. Five of them.  
You will be witness to some of the fun 
Sunday, August 26.  Please pick up a flyer 
in the church office and put out the word.  
This is a gift from St. Mark’s to all chil-
dren ages four years and up. 

Flyers with registration forms are availa-
ble in the church office and online at 
http://www.stmarksumcsd.org.  

We need you for a few hours, a single job 
in prep, or attending one (or more) of our 
two-and-a-half hour sessions in August. 
Please let us know how you'll help, won't 
you? This is living our United Methodist 
faith. 

Questions? Karen Scanlon at kws-
canlon@gmail.com or phone 858-583-
4992.  

 
Christ Ministry Center 

I Love the Yard Sale!  You ask “Why?” Let me count the ways! 

1. Like most people, I love a bargain! 
2. It makes me clean out my closet, bookshelves, linen closet, etc. 
3. I get to spend time with great people working together to benefit 

others! 
4. We provide usable items at low cost to benefit our customers. 
5. CCSA gets lots of jeans (and other stuff) to pass on to those in 

need. 
6. Our leftovers help both DAV and our Methodist Neighborhood 

House in Calexico thrift shops. 
7. St. Mark’s benefits whenever we work together and get to know 

each other better – plus we earn money to help carry out our 
church’s programs. 

8. It’s fun! 
Please join us in preparing sale items Mon – Thurs and come to assist 
customers Fri & Sat, Aug 3 & 4.  Several of us have pledged 35 hours 
or more.  Can YOU give 2 or 3 hours to help?  Sign up on the work 
chart in the office during the week or on the patio on Sunday . 

PS. There will be special shopping for St, Mark’s related people on 
Thursday, Aug 2 form 5-7 PM. 

GriefShare is for people grieving the death  of a family member 
or friend.  We understand that there are other losses in life that 
create feelings of grief.  You might be experiencing a job loss, a 
divorce, estrangement from a child, or the loss of friends because 
of a move.  This grief is real, but it is not the kind of grief dis-
cussed in GriefShare sessions.. 

GriefShare sessions will be held Tuesday, August 14 through 
Tuesday, November 6, at 6:30 PM 

Lindsey Van Gorder, Licensed Social Worker, will lead video 
and workbook discussions.  Sign ups are encouraged  by visiting 
the office or calling St. Mark’s at 858-273-1480 

St. Mark’s will celebrate another year of 
church outside at Tecolote Shores in 
Mission Bay.  Join us on Sundays Au-
gust 5, 12, 19, and 26, at 8:30 AM  
Come and enjoy fresh air, fresh music, 
and fresh ideas of familiar bible stories.  
Bring your chairs, your blankets, and 
your neighbors.. 

I had the luxury of being in a unique position as a minister this 
past Sunday, I sat with the congregation! This was intentional in 
order for me to see the worship service from your perspective. It 
was fun, spiritually nourishing and very illuminating. I wrote down 
notes ferociously as I tried to imagine being a newcomer to this 
church. What would this experience be like for somebody who isn't 
a church goer? Would it speak to me? How could it be different? 
How could it be better? Did I feel welcome?  
 
As I imagine new ministries for those who are not church-goers, 
I'm also thinking about how our main event, our week-
ly Sunday service, connects with those non church-goers. Fortu-
nately, I did see so many elements that are beautiful and powerful. 
We have amazing preachers, a stunning sanctuary, a talented choir 
and a full room. But there were other parts that I noticed were lack-
ing like an intuitive accessibility to what we are trying to do here 
this week.  
 
When you come to church, I invite you to try this fun exercise of 
trying to imagine what it would be like for you coming in for the 
very first time. Imagine that you have not gone to church for a 
while and something in your life made you come back. Ask your-
self, if you didn't have friends here, would you return? What would 
move you? What would attract you? What would detract you?  
 
I look forward to exploring these questions with you together as we 
push our boundaries to create a new future.  
 
In this together,  
Lydia  

 

St. Mark’s Yard Sale  

Vacation Bible School 
August 20-24 

What’s New in New Ministries 
By Rev. Lydia Sohn Finance Update Church at the Beach 

GriefShare Sessions August 14  
through November 6 

In Pastor’s Sunday School we  study 
the lectionary texts which follow the 
church calendar.  For Sunday July 22: 

• 2 Samuel 7:1-14a, 

• Psalm 89:20-37 

• Ephesians 2:11-22 

• Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

It’s an informal study, always open to 
all, at 8:30 AM in the New Room, just 
behind the church office.   

Pastor’s Sunday School 

What exactly is Christ Ministry Center?   
Rev. Dr. William Jenkins began this ministry center after he retired. 
He writes, “In 2011 Christ Ministry Center (CMC) began as an ur-
ban ministry center built upon Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 25: "I 
was hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, in prison and a stranger...and you 
cared for me!"” As an expression of this passage here is what CMC 
does today.  
• HUNGER - Good Neighbor Center, the CMC Food Pantry, 

UCSD and Cal-State Free Clinics help feed our neighbors.  
• THIRST - Spiritual dehydration is met by over a dozen congre-

gations who offer ministries to quench spiritual thirsts, like Je-
sus demonstrated with the woman at the well (John 4) 

• CLOTHING – CMC receives donated clothes and then offers 
them clothing to our neighbors. 

• SICKNESS – Two Free Clinics operate on Tuesday afternoon 
(UCSD) and Thursday afternoon (Cal-State). UCSD Free Dental 
Clinic will open soon. 

• PRISON – We now have the opportunity to “proclaim release to 
the (refugee) captives” through the GateWay Loft and Safe Har-
bors. Additionally, there is help through 12 Step Support minis-
tries. 

• STRANGERS – Our GateWay Loft Ministry is one of only nine 
“Welcome Shelters” for immigrants along the Southern US Bor-
der. We continue to offer God’s love and safe harbor to those 
God sends our way. 

CMC is indeed the “Seven-Days-A-Week” Church, touching over a 
thousand lives each week.  You can learn more at https://
www.cummc.org/  or join us on Sunday, August 19 when Rev. Dr. 
William Jenkins will preach at St. Mark’s and have a Q&A after-
wards about the work of Christ Ministry Center.   
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Sunday, July 22   
9:30 AM  Service 

Rev. Craig Dorval 
  
 

Child Care, Rooms 1&2 
 

Next Week @ A Glance 

July17, 2018 

St. Mark’s Messenger 

Rev. Craig Dorval 
Senior Minister 

 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY JULY 15: 135 

♥  Phil Currie 
♥  Renee Pierce 
♥  Lorraine Robinson 
♥  Forrest Sedgwick 
♥  Kelly Hopkins  
♥  Rose Marie Pierce 
♥  Phyllis Drewett 
♥  Sherry Forrest  
♥  Vera Morrison 
♥  Al Johannesen 
♥  Dolores Hall 
 
 our military personnel: 
 

  Kris Brendal, Army 
  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Samuel England, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 
  Michael Hunter, Navy 
  Brady Jackson, Army 
  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Army 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 

In Our Prayers 

Sunday, July 22, 2018 
8:30AM    Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                  Summer Choir/CR 

9:30AM    Church Service/Sanc 

                  CCSA Backpack Blessing/Sanc 

10:45AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

4:00PM     Book Study/NR 

Monday, July 23, 2018 

6:45PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Tuesday, July 24, 2018 
7:15PM     AA Meeting/RM 9 

7:30PM     Trustees Meeting/Lib 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

3:30PM      UMW Executive Meeting/Lib 

Thursday, July 26, 2018 

7:00PM      Boy Scouts/SH 

7:15PM     AA Meeting/RM 9 

Friday. July 27, 2018 

4:00PM     Yard Sale Prep/SH 

Saturday, July 28, 2018 
12:00PM   Yard Sale Prep/SH 

Sunday, July 29, 2018 

8:30AM    Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                  Summer Choir/CR 

9:30AM    Church Service/Sanc 

12:00PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

4:00PM     Book Study/NR 
 
CR=Choir Room Sanc=Sanctuary 
Lib=Library SH=Social Hall 
NR=New Room 
 
 

*If you have any questions  about or 
would like to add an event to the church 
calendar, please contact the church of-
fice at 858-273-1480  
smumcsdoffice@gmail.com. 
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You are invited to participate 
in the St Mark's prayer chain 
via email. Prayer requests will 
be sent to you via an email 
account you provide; you will 
not be asked to do anything 
other than offer your private 
prayers for requests you re-
ceive. To participate, please 
email Donna Newby 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

858-273-1480 

St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is 
published weekly by St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church, 3502 Clairemont 
Drive, San Diego CA 92117.  Periodicals 
Postage paid at San Diego, CA POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to St. 
Mark’s Messenger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, 
S.D., CA 92117 

Memorial Plaques 

Keeping In Touch 

Now is the time to order a 
memorial plaque for your 
deceased loved one.  Leave a 
permanent remembrance in 
our beautiful Memorial Gar-
den for your family and the 
church family to see on a 
regular basis.  The Memorial 
Garden Wall brochures can 
be found in the narthex and 
church office.  Plaques may 
be ordered with one name, 
$500 donation or two names, 
$750 donation. 
Orders and payments must 
be received by August 10 to 
be included in this year’s All 
Saints Sunday Dedication on 
November 4.   
Please pick up a brochure 
now.  If you have questions, 
please call Ron or Donna 
Newby at 858-278-4482. 

 
Dear friends, 
 
This time next year, the world will celebrate a very important anniversary.  July 20, 
2019 will mark 50 years since the first human being walked on the moon. 
 
For those of us who were alive to see it, we remember exactly where we were as we 
watched Neil Armstrong walk down the ladder and step onto the surface of a world 
we had never seen so close-up before. 
 
In that summer of 1969 I had a job as a dishwasher and trash collector at a camp 
full of 250 kids and adults.  The camp director had loaned the kitchen staff a small 
TV so that we could watch the landing in our cabin.  I remember fiddling with the 
antenna to try to get a clear picture from 230,000 miles away.   
 
I also remember how abnormally quiet we were as we watched and listened.  We 
were young and naive, but it was clear to all of us that something extraordinary was 
happening.  As cool as we all pretended to be, it was hard to disguise our excite-
ment hearing the words:  “That was one small step for man, one giant leap for man-
kind.” 
 
Wow. 
 
It was an inexpressible feeling.  That moment of contact brought a worldwide sense 
of awe, possibility, and pride, all mixed with something else that cannot be named.  
All the world together could join in celebrating that we were walking on that disc 
we see in the sky each night!  For at least a few moments, there were no borders, 
walls, or fences. 
 
It was like Bob Dylan’s song “The Times They are A-Changin’.”  The times 
changed a lot that day.  Our understanding of ourselves would never be the same--
we had travelled beyond earth.  720 million of us witnessed it. 
 
The moon landing changed our conception of what was possible.  It showed we 
could do something extraordinary if collectively we set our minds to it, and if we 
committed our time, brainpower and money to it.  It demonstrated what can happen 
when we allow ourselves to think very boldly and unconventionally—yet in a very 
focused way. 
 
I mentioned that for at least a few moments, there were no borders, walls, or fences.  
Let me correct that.  There was no need for borders, walls, or fences. 
 
See you in church. 
 
Craig 
 
 


