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DEAR FRIENDS, 

“To speak a vital, creative word to our generation requires both imagination and devotion.   

Many persons no longer think of the church as the cultural, intellectual, and social as well as 

the religious center of the community.” 

       Rev. Galal Gough of St. Mark’s, November 11, 1962  

  (the second Sunday the sanctuary was open) 

Fifty-three years later, the need for this imagination and devotion is greater than ever.  Ricky Harrison, who was 

born 30 years after Rev. Gough’s sermon, is a delegate to the United Methodist General Conference, a youth-group 

leader, and a first-year student at Duke Divinity School.   

He asked young people what they want from the church, and he wrote about it in the May-June issue of the UM 

Interpreter magazine.  This is what he heard: 

 Acceptance--a place where you can be yourself, a non-judgmental family and a place to serve and belong 

 Authenticity--an authentic place to build relationships and a place to learn, grow, question, and be a part of 

authentic community 

 Relevancy--social and cultural leadership relating to justice; church that isn’t in a building but out with real 

people; church that involves a balance of spiritual growth for people of all backgrounds, races, and 

socioeconomic realities; sustainable outreach to a continuous community; and a place of reconciliation and 

healing 

 Jesus--a body that boldly shares the gospel 

When I read this list I thought it is probably not that different from what young people wanted in 1962.  And 

maybe it’s not that different from what any spiritually-seeking person wants and needs. 

Maybe it’s good for all of us to listen carefully to what young people are saying.  They may be reminding 

us exactly why we’re here.  Maybe what they want and need is also what we want and need.  And maybe there are 

those close to us who share these wants and needs. 

Do a friend a favor.  Invite him or her to St. Mark’s.  Church is at 9:30 Sunday mornings, and we have such 

inspiring, meaningful, and fun times together! 

Or, you can invite him or her to join you for an hour or two helping out at our upcoming giant Yard Sale.  

There is lots of work, of course, but it’s fun and rewarding work with some great people!  Set-up, sorting, and 

pricing is happening Saturday July 25 through Thursday July 30, and the sale is from 8 AM to 2 PM on Friday, July 

31 and Saturday, August 1.  Sign up by calling or emailing the office, or just show up. 

Another possibility is to invite them to Fun Friday on July 24, from 6 to 8 PM.  This is a vacation bible 

school alternative where there will be an informal dinner, some music, games, a program, and a service project.  It’s 

for all ages. 

And yet another possibility is a very informal Bible study, based on the NRSV Daily Bible, on Monday, 

July 27 from 1 to 2:15 PM in the New Room, near the church office. 

Or have them come with you to one of our beach services in August, on Sunday mornings at 8:30, just 

south of the Hilton Hotel on Mission Bay. 

See you (and your friends) in church! 

Craig 

 



CHURCH WORK DAY  

Your assistance is needed on Saturday, July 

25, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Bill Williams and others 

will be at St. Mark’s doing various things to spruce up 

the campus in preparation for the yard sale.  Please 

consider lending a helping hand for whatever time 

your schedule permits that day.  Please be sure to sign 

up this Sunday morning after church on the patio.  All 

are invited and all help is greatly appreciated! 

 

FUN FRIDAY!  

This summer St. Mark’s is doing something 

fun for our families and singles.  We will share a 

meal, engage with scripture, play games, do a craft 

and participate in a mission project.  All this fun will 

be on Friday, July 24, between the hours of 6 – 8 

PM.  People of all ages and stages of life are invited 

to share in the fun.  Sign-ups on the patio after 

church.  

  

BAKED GOODS NEEDED 

The United Methodist Women will be 

conducting a Bake Sale during the Yard Sale Friday, 

July 31, and Saturday, August 1.  Please bake your 

favorite item or create jams, jellies, and candies for 

this event.  Pastries with cream fillings should be 

avoided as they may spoil in the heat.  Please bring 

your donations early in the morning the day of the 

sale, if possible. 

 

PRICE CHANGE FOR ALTAR FLOWERS  

Altar flowers are a wonderful way to honor a 

loved one or celebrate a special occasion.  There are 

several dates for the remainder of the year that no one 

has ordered flowers for the altar or lectern.  Please be 

sure to stop by the church office to place an order.  

Please note that the price for flowers has 

changed. The cost for a basic arrangement is $45, 

and a rose arrangement is $50.  It is preferable that 

payment for flowers be made at the time the order is 

placed.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Malinda in the church office. 

 

GIVING WATER TO OUR NEIGHBORS  

California many be experiencing a drought 

but here at St. Mark’s we are offering free water to 

our neighbors who wait in line at CCSA for their 

monthly commodities.  On the fourth Thursday of 

each month, from 8 – 10 AM. we load up the wagon 

with water bottles and give it away.  No strings 

attached.  But we do need your help to continue this 

ministry.  Please sign up in the church office to help 

our neighbors.  You’ll be glad you did!  

YARD SALE DONATIONS 

Boxes and bags that contain only books may 

be taken directly to the New Room. 

We have received a list of items that DAV 

and Calexico will not accept if they do not sell at the 

yard sale.  Therefore, we ask that you not donate 

these items to the yard sale: 

 Dishwashers, and hot water heaters 

 Trash compactors and garbage disposals 

 Pianos 

 Tires and tire rims 

 Carpet and carpet padding 

 Furniture needing repair 

 Metal desks or desks over 6' long 

 Loose tile 

 Pool tables 

 Chemicals and opened paint 

 Home canned foods 

 Old cribs that might not meet current safety 

standards 

We look forward to receiving your gently 

used items and hope you will be able to help us sort 

and price them. 

 

YARD SALE PICKUP 

Got large items or no way to get your items to 

the yard sale? We have limited pickup available. 

Pickup is available only on Friday, July 24 and 

Saturday, July 25.  Call Brian Ruark  at 858-578-

1146. 
 

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING DAY    

Technology’s blistering pace is leaving a 

hazardous byproduct in its wake: E-waste. On 

Saturday, August 8, 2015, St. Mark’s United 

Methodist Church will be teaming up with All 

Green Electronics Recycling to host an E-waste 

recycling collection from 10 AM to 2 PM.  The event 

is free and open to the public and anyone who is 

interested in disposing their E-waste in a safe and 

secure environment.    

What is E-waste? That dated laptop in your 

hall closet, that VCR you haven’t used since you got 

the new DVD player, the dust-covered monitor in 

your garage, or basically anything with a plug and 

circuit board that is unused, obsolete or non-working. 

All Green Electronics Recycling accepts computers, 

monitors, printers, TVs, VCRs, stereos, and other 

electronic equipment. FURNITURE, 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE OR 

KITCHEN APPLIANCES WILL NOT BE 

ACCEPTED. 



NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 
Monday, July 20, 2015 

4:30 P.M.   CCSA Board Meeting/Lib. 

Tuesday, July 21, 2015 

6:00 P.M.   GriefShare/NR 

Wednesday, July 22, 2015 

5:30 P.M.   Bible Study/NR 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

8:00 A.M.   CCSA Water Distribution/Offsite 

9:30 A.M.   Coffee Chat/Rm 10 

6:30 P.M.   Christian Believer Study/NR 

7:00 P.M.   Boy Scouts/SH 

Friday, July 24, 2015 

11:30 A.M.   39er’s Event/SH 

6:00 P.M.   Fun Fridays/SH 

Saturday, July 25, 2015 

8:00 A.M.   Church Work Day/Campus 

Sunday, July 26, 2015 

8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                           Summer Choir 

9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc 

10:45 A.M.   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc  

HOW 'BOUT THEM PADRES?    

St. Mark’s has purchased 30 tickets to see the 

San Diego Padres take on the St. Louis Cardinals 

Sunday, August 23, at 1:10 PM.  Tickets are on sale 

at the office or on the church patio after church for 

the great price of $10 per seat.   

This game is the second Padres’ Faith & 

Family Day event.  Following the game, Bob Goff, 

author of New York Times bestseller Love Does and 

diplomat as an Honorary Consul for the Republic of 

Uganda, due to his work with Restore International, 

will speak about his faith.   

CHURCH AT THE BEACH  

Church at the beach will begin on Sunday, 

August 2, at 8:30 AM at Tecolte Shores, south of the 

Hilton Hotel.  We will gather each Sunday in August 

for music, prayers, scripture, a message and 

fellowship.  Bring your chairs or blankets and join us. 

 

LET US KNOW 

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 

MEMORIAL GARDEN PLAQUES 

Are you aware that there is a dedicated 

Memorial Garden area at St. Mark’s?  It is on the 

outside upper terrace in front of the church, including 

the walled deck with trees and plants, and the 

Memorial Wall.  The posts of the Wall hold memorial 

plaques, dedicated to deceased loved ones as a way to 

keep memories of them alive.  An accompanying book 

of biographies with a page for each of those identified 

by the plaques is inside the narthex near the Memorial 

Wall. 

  Each year we offer the ordering of bronze 

plaques for deceased former pastors, members, 

constituents and their immediate families.  Plaques 

may be ordered with either one name (minimum 

donation of $500) or two names (minimum donation 

of $750), with the costs covering purchase of the 

plaques, their installation and dedication, and 

maintenance of the Memorial Garden. 

If you would like to dedicate a plaque, please 

obtain a Memorial Garden Wall brochure from the 

church office.  The brochure provides much more 

information, and includes an order form.  Orders and 

payments must be received by August 23 to be 

included in this year’s All Saints Sunday dedication on 

November 1.  If you have further questions, please 

contact Ron or Donna Newby (858-278-4482) or other 

members of the St. Mark’s Memorials Committee. 

 

THE FUTURE OF ST. MARK’S 
Last August and September many of us 

participated in a 25-day study of Bishop Robert 

Schnase’s book Remember the Future.  Along with his 

now-classic Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, 

it is our guide as we move into a very hope-filled 

future for St. Mark’s.  Over the next several weeks, 

The Messenger will feature some excerpts from 

Remember the Future (if you would like a copy of the 

book, please contact Malinda in the church office): 

"I don't think people always pursue their own 

self-interest above the good of the whole organization. 

In a more nuanced way, we vote based on behaviors 

and assumptions with which we are familiar, find 

comfortable, and want to hold onto without carefully 

testing whether the behaviors we defend are best in the 

current context or whether the assumptions are still 

valid for the mission of the church today. We have 

trouble letting go." (Page 110) 

 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is now 

available via our website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons 

or our YouTube channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 



SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2015  

8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                            Summer Choir 

9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc 

11:00 A.M.   Worship Committee Meeting/NR 

                             Missions Committee Meeting/Lib 

12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 

 

CCSA’S BACKPACK PROGRAM  

This year St. Mark's has a goal of providing 75 

backpacks for the children of CCSA’s clients.  We will 

collect filled backpacks or backpack supplies during 

the month of July.  Please bring your donations to St. 

Mark’s so we can bless them on Sunday, August 2.  

CCSA will begin distributing them Monday, August 

10.  The list for backpack items is located in the 

church office. 

39ERS JULY GATHERING 

St. Mark’s 39ers social group will gather in 

the Social Hall for lunch, prepared and served by a 

Debbie Zeller team, on Friday, July 24 at 11:30 am. 

We will present a PowerPoint history lesson, titled, 

The Army’s Benevolence in San Diego’s Naval 

Disaster of 1905.  Please R.S.V.P. to Karen at 

kwscanlon@gmail.com or 858 272-7357. 

SUPPORT OUR SSP TEAM WITH PRAYER! 

Please keep our Sierra Service Project team in 

your prayers as we travel to Tsaile, Arizona. Eleven 

youth and four adult chaperones will be leaving this 

Saturday for the Navajo Nation, and returning on 

Friday, July 24th. Over 60% of the population in 

Tsaile live below the poverty line. We are grateful for 

your prayers as we work to fulfill the SSP goal of 

"building faith... through service to others." 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE!  

Celebration of Life service for Bob Coleman 

will be held here at St. Mark’s on Saturday, July 18, at 

noon, with a reception to follow. 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

Your giving statements for the first half of the 

year are available for pick-up on the patio this Sunday 

morning or in the office during the week.  Please 

contact Arlene Dempster with any questions about 

your giving statements. 

 

OUR PRESENCE  

 Church attendance was 168 on Sunday, July 12. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room.  

Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

Psalm 89:20-37 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist 

Church, we made vows to commit ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.” 

Hospitalized this week: 

♥  Jess Russell 

♥  Jackie Delbaugh 

Continued prayers: 

♥  Joe Shenberger  

♥  Rusty Jennings  

♥  Dot Jensen  

♥  Robert Scott  

♥  Marlene Steiger  

♥  Bill Baer  

♥  Dolores Monfort  

♥  Arlene Hess 

♥  Georgia McNeil 

♥  Jackie Carpenter 

♥  Carol Galante 

♥  Louis Hall 

♥  Dorothy Sage 

♥  Lois Ramsey 

♥  Mitch Boyer  

♥  Ken Murphy 

♥  Deanna Marshall   

    …and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon Dempster, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Daniel Ness, Army 

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 
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