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Dear Friends, 

If you have been watching, listening, or reading the news the past few weeks you’ve no doubt had 
your heart stirred.  Perhaps you’ve be stirred by the violence that is happening in our cities, our country 
and our world. Perhaps by political events and decisions and perhaps by the way people use our limited 
resources.  Some people might say “the world in going ‘somewhere’ in a hand basket” where others 
would say “it’s about time”.  These responses come depending on who you talk to and what subject is 
being discussed.  And there are those who believe that God is on their side.  I find this an interesting 
concept because I don’t believe God takes sides the way we do. 

Usually when we take sides it’s because of our historical background, current worldview, or 
occasionally because of a lack of awareness.  In his book, What We Talk About When We Talk About 
God, author Rob Bell writes, “Do you believe the exact same things you did in the exact same way you 
did five years ago?  Probably not.  You’ve grown, evolved, changed, had new experiences, studied, 
listened, observed, suffered, reflected and reexamined.  That’s how faith is.  We learn as we go.”   He 
goes on to confess that during a time of struggle he sought counseling with a man of faith, deeply 
grounded in his convictions.  Despite his convictions he was not pushy, judgmental or condemning the 
thoughts of Bell.  He was kind and humble and open, yet firm and rock solid and unshakeable, all at the 
same time.   

Bell continues to write, “Can conviction and humility coexist as the dance partners we need them 
to be?  I say yes, they can.  It requires that we pay as much attention to how we are talking as to what we 
are talking about, and it requires us to leave the paradox as it is, the tension unresolved, holding our 
convictions with humility.”   

I would say as we hold our convictions we hold them with a gentle grip so that we can examine 
them through prayer, study and open conversation. As people of faith we must remember that our calling 
is to emulate Jesus, seeking God’s directive, being grounded in grace, and humbly conversing with our 
neighbors.    

See you in church, 

Jeri 

Traveling Jesus at 
St. Mark’s UMC. 

 

 

 



SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE 

Please complete and return your scholarship 
applications soon. The deadline for scholarship 
applications is July 12.  The committee will meet at 
that time to award scholarships for the 2015-2016 
school year. 

 

GOT AN EXTRA BIRTHDAY CARD?  

Help us celebrate the birthday of St. 
Mark's Sierra Service Project (SSP) team 
member Alex! He'll be turning 13 during our SSP 
mission trip. Turn in a card to the office by July 
9th. We'll bring the cards with us and surprise 
him on his birthday. This is a very significant 
birthday for Alex: He is Jewish and our SSP trip 
is part of his acts of service as he prepares for his 
Bar Mitzvah. Alex is best friends with St. Mark's 
youth Justin DiProfio. Over the past year, Alex 
participated in five volunteer activities here at St. 
Mark's. We are so happy to have him coming 
with us to Arizona!   

 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED 

 Do you enjoy meeting new people?  If so, 
you may like hosting the coffee table on Sunday 
mornings after church. There are several opportunities 
to host the coffee table during the remainder of 2015.   

You are welcome to sign up anytime in the 
church office.  For more information, please feel free 
to contact the church office at 858-273-1480 or email 
smumcsdoffice@gmail.com.  No baking required. 

However, if you like to bake but don’t want to 
host coffee table, please call the church office and we 
can get you details on how to do that as well 

 

MEN GATHER FOR BREAKFAST 

St. Mark’s Men’s Group will be meeting for 
breakfast on Tuesday, July 7, at 7 a.m. at Country 
Waffle at 5252 Balboa Ave, San Diego, CA 92117.  
All men are invited.   

 

MISSION TRIP FOR ADULTS 

Are you looking for a get away to grow 
spiritually and serve those in need? As our youth gear 
up for SSP and others for Summer Camp, the Cal-Pac 
South District UMC is getting ready to go to 
Crisfield, Maryland, September 26 – October 3, 2015 
to continue restoration work on the 3rd anniversary of 
Hurricane Sandy’s landfall.  Information is available 
in the church office.   

THE FUTURE OF ST. MARK’S 
Last August and September many of us 

participated in a 25-day study of Bishop Robert 
Schnase’s book Remember the Future.  Along with 
his now-classic Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations, it is our guide as we move into a very 
hope-filled future for St. Mark’s.  Over the next 
several weeks, The Messenger will feature some 
excerpts from Remember the Future (if you would 
like a copy of the book, please contact Malinda in the 
church office): 

"If we do not repeat, deepen, and improve 
upon the basic, fundamental practices of ministry – 
radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional 
faith development, risk-taking mission and service, 
and extravagant generosity – then our mission 
weakens a little more each year. The Five Practices 
are the fundamental activities that are so critical to the 
mission of the church that failure to perform them in 
an exemplary way leads to diminishing ministry." 
(Page 101) 
 

CHURCH WORK DAY  

Your assistance is needed on Saturday, July 
25, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Bill Williams and others 
will be at St. Mark’s doing various things to spruce up 
the campus in preparation for the yard sale.  Please 
consider lending a helping hand for whatever time 
your schedule permits that day.  Please be sure to sign 
up this Sunday morning after church on the patio.  All 
are invited and all help is greatly appreciated! 

 

ST. MARK’S YARD SALE COMING: 
JULY 31 AND AUGUST 1 

July is here and the wheels of the annual yard 
sale are turning. Sign-ups for helpmates, sorters, and 
goods receivers begin July 12. Find the sign-up sheets 
in the church office during the week and on the patio 
Sunday mornings. This is a big job and we need 
everyone to pitch in. 

    Co-directors Judy Edelblute and Pam Rader 
state that your yard sale items may be delivered to the 
church on the following schedule: 

Sat., July 25, 9am-3pm 
Sun., July 26, 9am-noon 
Mon., Tues.,Wed., July 27, 28, 29, 9am-7:30pm 

    If you have items too heavy for you to carry, 
please contact Judy at 858 278-0255 to arrange for 
pick-up. 

    Do, please, sign-up to help: We are God's 
church in action. 
 

 



FACE TO FACE SENIOR ENCOUNTER 
AUGUST 7-8, 14-15  
9 AM - 3:30 PM 
FIRST UMC SAN DIEGO 

Face to Face is coming to First United 
Methodist Church San Diego. Developed by the Board 
of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church, it is 
an experience in the Emmaus tradition for those 60+. 
Led by clergy and lay people, this retreat program is 
for those who want to strengthen and renew their 
spiritual life. Participants are expected to attend both 
2-day retreats. Cost is $50 and includes lunch and 
refreshments. Interested in knowing and experiencing 
God more fully?  Check out the webpage at 
www.sdemmaus.org or contact Rev. Jeri at 858-
273-1480 x. 13.   

 

HOW 'BOUT THEM PADRES?    

St.  Mark’s has purchased 30 tickets to see the 
San Diego Padres take on the St. Louis Cardinals 
Sunday, August 23, 2015 @ 1:10 PM.  Tickets will 
go on sale July 12, on the church patio for the great 
price of $10 per seat.  This game is the second 
Padres’ Faith & Family Day event.   Following the 
game, Bob Goff, author of New York Times bestseller 
Love Does and diplomat as an Honorary Consul for 
the Republic of Uganda, due to his work with Restore 
International, will speak about his faith.  

 

CCSA’S BACKPACK PROGRAM  

This year St. Mark's has a goal of providing 75 
backpacks for the children of CCSA’s clients.  We will 
collect filled backpacks or backpack supplies during 
the month of July.  Please bring your donations to St. 
Mark’s so we can bless them on Sunday, August 2.  
CCSA will begin distributing them Monday, August 
10.  The list for backpack items is located in the 
church office. 

 

CHURCH AT THE BEACH  

Church at the beach will begin on Sunday, 
August 2 at 8:30AM at Tecolte Shores, south of the 
Hilton Hotel.  We will gather each Sunday in August 
for music, prayers, scripture, a message and 
fellowship.  Bring your chairs or blankets and join us. 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Sunday, July 12 be sure to stop by the Social 
Hall before church and enjoy a free pancake breakfast 
with all the fixings.  Invite a friend! 

MEMORIAL GARDEN PLAQUES 

Are you aware that there is a dedicated 
Memorial Garden area at St. Mark’s?  It is on the 
outside upper terrace in front of the church, including 
the walled deck with trees and plants, and the 
Memorial Wall.  The posts of the Wall hold memorial 
plaques, dedicated to deceased loved ones as a way to 
keep memories of them alive.  An accompanying book 
of biographies with a page for each of those identified 
by the plaques is inside the narthex near the Memorial 
Wall. 

  Each year we offer the ordering of bronze 
plaques for deceased former pastors, members, 
constituents and their immediate families.  Plaques 
may be ordered with either one name (minimum 
donation of $500) or two names (minimum donation 
of $750), with the costs covering purchase of the 
plaques, their installation and dedication, and 
maintenance of the Memorial Garden. 

If you would like to dedicate a plaque, please 
obtain a Memorial Garden Wall brochure from the 
church office.  The brochure provides much more 
information, and includes an order form.  Orders and 
payments must be received by August 23 to be 
included in this year’s All Saints Sunday dedication on 
November 1.  If you have further questions, please 
contact Ron or Donna Newby (858-278-4482) or other 
members of the St. Mark’s Memorials Committee. 

 
NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015 
6:00 P.M.   GriefShare/NR 
                           Tinnitus Group/Rm 10 
6:30 P.M.   CCSA Advisory Board/SH 
                           Welcome/InvitingMeeting/Lib 
Wednesday, July 8, 2015 
9:00 A.M.   Chapel Time/Sanc 
5:30 P.M.   Bible Study/NR 
7:00 P.M.   Finance/Lib 
Thursday, July 9, 2015 
6:30 P.M.   Christian Believer Study/NR 
7:00 P.M.   Boy Scouts/SH 
Sunday, June 28, 2015  
7:45 A.M.   Pancake Breakfast/SH 
8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 
                           Summer Choir 
9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc 
11:00 A.M.   Higher Ed. Scholarship Review/NR 
12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc  

 



SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2015  

8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 
                           Summer Choir/CR 
9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc 
12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 

 

39ERS JULY GATHERING 

July marks the 110th anniversary of the 
explosion aboard the Navy gunboat, USS Bennington, 
while at anchor on San Diego Bay. One officer and 65 
sailors perished when two angry boilers let loose in 
one of the deadliest peacetime incidents in the history 
of the U.S. Navy. 

    St. Mark’s 39ers social group will gather in 
the Social Hall for lunch, prepared and served by a 
Debbie Zeller team, on Friday, July 24 at 11:30 am. 
We will remember the Bennington crew with a 
PowerPoint presentation titled, The Army’s 
Benevolence in San Diego’s Naval Disaster of 1905. 

    Please R.S.V.P. to Karen Scanlon at 858 272-
7357or kwscanlon@gmail.com 
 

THANK YOU 
By Hope Coleman 

A sincere thank you to all of our friends who 
have kept Bob in their prayers these past several 
weeks.  It meant so much to both Bob and I.  Bob truly 
appreciated the get well cards and messages that you 
sent.  It really kept his spirits up.  I treasure the many 
messages of comfort since his passing.  God bless you 
all. 

 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE!  
Celebration of Life service for Bob Coleman will 

be held here at St. Mark’s on Saturday, July 18 at noon with 
a reception to follow. 
 

OUR PRESENCE  

 Church attendance was 177 on Sunday, June 28.  

 

 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room.  

Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 1 Samuel 15:1-5,9-10 
Psalm 48 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
When we joined the United Methodist 

Church, we made vows to commit ourselves to 
support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service and our witness.” 

 

Continued prayers: 
♥  Arlene Hess 
♥  Ursula Horigan 
♥  Rusty Jennings  
♥  Dot Jensen  
♥  Robert Scott  
♥  Marlene Steiger  
♥  Bill Baer  
♥  Dolores Monfort  
♥  Georgia McNeil 
♥  Nancy Deitzler  
♥  Jackie Carpenter 
♥  Carol Galante 
♥  Louis Hall 
♥  Dorothy Sage 
♥  Lois Ramsey 
♥  Mitch Boyer  
♥  Ken Murphy 
♥  Deanna Marshall   
 
  

   …and our military personnel, including: 
 

  Kris Brendal, Army 
  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Brandon Dempster, Navy  
  Samuel England, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Michael Hunter, Navy 
  Brady Jackson, Army 
  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
  Daniel Ness, Army 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Army 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 
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