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DEAR FRIENDS, 

Gil Rendle and Alice Mann work as consultants with the Alban Institute, which assists religious institutions 
with growth and planning.  In their book Holy Conversations, they make the point that the book of Exodus can be 
helpful as a congregation goes about planning its future: 
 

“Had Moses been a better planner and pathfinder and discovered a straight route to 
make the trip to the Promised Land in a matter of months instead of wandering for 
years in the desert, the people may not have been changed when they arrived.  They 
might have arrived much the same as they left Egypt--as a slave people.  It was the 
journey, when they had to ask questions of how they would form community and what 
(if anything) was important about their relationship to God, that shaped them into a 
nation.” (p. xvi) 

 
Indeed, they learned a lot in their time in the desert.  They learned how to survive together in the desert.  

That wasn’t easy.  But it was much, much more difficult for the people to learn to trust God.  Often, when it seemed 
they were getting the point, they’d begin backsliding. 
 

This second question is much on my mind about St. Mark’s as I think about our future.  Can we trust God?  
If so, are we willing to enter into “holy conversation” about who we are and what we are to do? 
 

Why is it a “holy” conversation?  Because it originates from our highest calling, to share God’s life-giving 
love.   
 

A holy conversation assumes that unity of vision does not mean there are no disagreements.  A holy 
conversation thus seeks much more than doing the least objectionable thing. 
 

A holy conversation shapes us into the body of Christ, transforming the world, right where we are. 
 

See you in church!  Or at the Yard Sale this Friday or Saturday! 
Craig 

 

CHURCH AT THE BEACH  

Church at the beach will begin this Sunday, August 2, at 8:30 AM at Tecolote Shores, south of the Hilton 
Hotel.  We will gather each Sunday in August for music, prayers, scripture, a message and fellowship.  Bring your 
chairs or blankets and join us. 

 



LIVING STONES OF ST. MARK’S 
By Debbie Abbott and Karen Scanlon 

 

"You also, like living stones, are built into a 
spiritual house..." I Peter 2:5 

Each week increase your awareness of the 
"living stones" and draw upon the experiences and 
strengths of others who have built their lives upon the 
chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ. Learn some of the 
living history that is all around us, embedded in the 
lives of those we know and love at our church.  

Meet a different “living stone” every week 
through the written word in the Messenger, and on the 
website and Facebook. We will highlight the life of 
one among us. 

Where we grew up, our experiences in our 
younger days, our careers, our families, and God’s 
church have uniquely shaped us for ministry here at 
St. Mark's. Let’s get to know each other better, one 
“living stone” at a time.   

Meet church member Loretta Schaffer, 
almost 90 years young ~ Attended a one-room 
schoolhouse in Libertyville, Illinois, with same great 
teacher for six years ~ Grew up in a difficult home 
environment in Chicago ~ Was a member of the 
Catholic faith: “I prayed for a big, happy family, and 
that’s what I got! I raised five children.”    

First husband passed away at an early age. 
Loretta then earned a nursing degree at Santa Monica 
College, and began working for her own physician. 
“An office girl got me together with Charles, and 
we’ve been married 38 years now.” 

The two owned a boat and enjoyed cruising 
with Southwestern Yacht Club. “I’m in a 45-year time 
capsule at the club because I wrote of coming back 
from Catalina Island when I spotted what I thought 
was a marlin, a fish we had always hoped to catch. 
Charles was napping when I saw the fin. I ran to get 
him; he scrambled and caught it. Wrangled it on deck 
but it was a Mako shark!” Eek! 

“We are at St. Mark’s now because we 
thought we ought to begin church again after many 
years away. On the first day, there at the door was 
Pastor Craig who assured us that whatever we, as 
older people, could contribute in time and talent was 
perfectly enough. We stayed because of the closeness 
and friendliness of the people. I was surprised how 
like the Catholic church it was.” Nostalgically 
comforting. 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is now 
available via our website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons 
or our YouTube channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

 

T.N.T.’S TO GATHER AUGUST 14 
It’s off to the fair…in the St. Mark’s Social 

Hall on Friday, August 14 at 5:30 pm. We’ll head to 
the concessions for our dinner and taste the popular 
flavors of San Diego’s first big fair. Then, enjoy a 
PowerPoint presentation titled, A Centennial Review 
of the 1915-16 Panama-California Exposition.  
Invitation fliers are heading your way. Please call 
Dorothy Kay 858 277-2917 for reservations and menu 
assignments by August 12. Don’t delay, this fair’s for 
you! 

 

HOW 'BOUT THEM PADRES?    

St. Mark’s has purchased 30 tickets to see the 
San Diego Padres take on the St. Louis Cardinals 
Sunday, August 23, at 1:10 PM.  Tickets are on 
sale at the office or on the church patio after 
church for the great price of $10 per seat.   

This game is the second Padres’ Faith & 
Family Day event.  Following the game, Bob Goff, 
author of New York Times bestseller Love Does and 
diplomat as an Honorary Consul for the Republic of 
Uganda, due to his work with Restore International, 
will speak about his faith.   

 

LET US KNOW 

Picture-taking and video recording are 
frequently done during church events.  Some of those 
pictures may be published in our church publications, 
slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 
pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 
published, please let an usher know, or contact the 
church office by phone or email. 

 

39’ERS  
 If you are or have ever been thirty-nine, 
then you are invited to lunch at Troy’s Family 
Restaurant at 4827 Clairemont Drive, in the 
Clairemont Square Shopping Mall on Friday, 
August 14 at 11:30 AM.  Many thanks to Karen 
Scanlon for providing two great meetings and 
luncheons at church.  Please call Wendy Holman 
at 858-273-3184 if you plan to attend. 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is published weekly by St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church, 3502 Clairemont Drive, San 
Diego CA 92117.  Periodicals Postage paid at San Diego, CA 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to St. Mark’s Messenger, 
352 Clairemont Drive, San Diego CA 92117 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2015  
8:30 AM Church at the Beach/Mission Bay 
                         Summer Choir 
9:30 AM Church /Sanc 
 

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING DAY    

Next Saturday, August 8, 2015, St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church will be teaming up with 
All Green Electronics Recycling to host an E-waste 
recycling collection from 10 AM to 2 PM.  The event 
is free and open to the public and anyone who is 
interested in disposing their E-waste in a safe and 
secure environment.    

What is E-waste? That dated laptop in your 
hall closet, that VCR you haven’t used since you got 
the new DVD player, the dust-covered monitor in your 
garage, or basically anything with a plug and circuit 
board that is unused, obsolete or non-working. All 
Green Electronics Recycling accepts computers, 
monitors, printers, TVs, VCRs, stereos, and other 
electronic equipment. FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE OR KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  

 

THE FUTURE OF ST. MARK’S 

Last August and September many of us 
participated in a 25-day study of Bishop Robert 
Schnase’s book Remember the Future.  Along with his 
now-classic Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, 
it is our guide as we move into a very hope-filled 
future for St. Mark’s.  Over the next several weeks, 
The Messenger will feature some excerpts from 
Remember the Future (if you would like a copy of the 
book, please contact Malinda in the church office): 

"As I listen to some of our most creative 
leaders, I feel a more profound hope that I have in a 
long time. There's a growing consensus of vision and 
future that I find compelling.  

"We see a new church, a church that is clear 
about its mission and confident about its future, the 
church that is relevant, reaching out, inviting, alive, 
agile, and resilient. We see a church that is hopeful, 
passionate, nimble, called of God, outward-focused, 
courageous.  

"Where do we see this new church? It is not 
yet, and it is not everywhere; nevertheless, there are 
1000 signs of its emerging." (Page 128) 

 

OUR PRESENCE  

 Sunday, July 26 church attendance was 175. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room.  

Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

2 Samuel11:26-12:13 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Ephesians 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35 

Pastors Sunday School will not be meeting the 
month of August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
When we joined the United Methodist 

Church, we made vows to commit ourselves to 
support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service and our witness.” 
Continued prayers: 
♥  Dave Plutchak 
♥  Jess Russell 
♥  Jackie Delbaugh 
♥  Joe Shenberger  
♥  Rusty Jennings  
♥  Dot Jensen  
♥  Robert Scott  
♥  Marlene Steiger  
♥  Bill Baer  
♥  Dolores Monfort  
♥  Arlene Hess 
♥  Georgia McNeil 
♥  Jackie Carpenter 
♥  Carol Galante 
♥  Louis Hall 
♥  Dorothy Sage 
♥  Lois Ramsey 
♥  Mitch Boyer  
♥  Ken Murphy 
♥  Deanna Marshall   

    …and our military personnel, including: 
  Kris Brendal, Army 
  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Brandon Dempster, Navy  
  Samuel England, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Michael Hunter, Navy 
  Brady Jackson, Army 
  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
  Daniel Ness, Army 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Army 

Robert Tarango, Navy




	7.29.15.pdf
	HOW 'BOUT THEM PADRES?   
	LET US KNOW
	39’ERS 
	DEAR FRIENDS,
	ELECTRONIC RECYCLING DAY   
	THE FUTURE OF ST. MARK’S
	OUR PRESENCE 

	doc01678320150729104537.pdf

