
Getting to Know Rev. Darin Arntson 
 

This is our final installment of tidbits on our incoming Senior Pastor, Rev. Darin (pronounced like the 

man’s name, Darren). 
 

You might like to know that Rev. Darin was camp counselor for our Director of Young People  

Ministries, Amanda Grimm-Schmitt.  They both grew up in La Mesa!   
 

Rev. Darin got her B.A. in dance at UC Irvine and studied worship and liturgy at the Candler School 

of Theology at Emory University. 
 

Curious about the surname Arntson, I (Michelle) googled it and found that it is a name of north  

German and Scandinavian origin.  Most American Arntsons are found in Minnesota and its neigh-

boring states.  Now if that info isn’t good fodder for St. Mark’s conversation starting, I’m not sure 

what is! 
 

St. Mark’s welcomes you, Rev. Darin, and looks forward to knowing you better.  

Worship “Times & Places” 
 

Worship will continue on-line, but it will be recorded in the St. Mark’s sanctuary with all St. Mark’s 

celebrants and musicians as of June 28. 
 

 June 28, 2020-9:30 a.m. at https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego. Rev. Lydia’s last sermon. 
 

 July 5, 2020– 9:30a.m. at https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego. Rev. Darin’s first sermon. 

Report from Annual Conference 2020 
 

Two clergy and four laity of St. Mark’s attended the virtual sessions of this year’s California-Pacific  

Annual Conference (June 18 & 19). It was another pandemic disappointment not to attend at the  

University of Redlands, stay in the dorms, attend sessions around campus, and gather in the large 

chapel. 

However, Bishop Grant Hagiya and a staff of many put on a very organized and successful virtual  

conference. Opening worship was a grand musical visiting some of our Island churches: Fiji,  

Saipan, Hawaii, Guam, and others. 

Conversation took a quick, recent turn from LGBT to Black Lives Matter. “We must learn to be anti-

racist, get our egos out of the way, and rise up as disciples of Christ,” was the overall message 

brought by UMC reps. A break-out session allowed participates to join in conversation about John 

Wesley’s notion of “prevenient grace”, or “the unmerited acts of God given to all at birth.” What 

does “prevenient grace” mean to you, especially now? 

We voted on several amendments and resolutions, including the closing of one church in Ventura  

County. On the flip side are new areas of ministry for that facility. 

Budget and the eventual General Conference and Cal-Pac AC 2021 were discussed. 

Youth from our conference presented a lively closing ceremony with song, dance, and life  

narratives. 

CCSA Back to School Backpack Program Pivots 
 

St. Mark's has a legacy of supporting CCSA's Back 

to School backpack program for many years.  

When the appeal has gone out, you have  

responded with carefully purchased backpacks and 

supplies.  By our calculations, St. Mark's has  

donated over 700 backpacks in the past five 

years.  Job well done, good and faithful servants! 

This year, due to the pandemic, CCSA has scaled 

back their operation to the essential work of  

feeding families and individuals.  As a result the 

CCSA Advisory Board has decided to defer the 

2020 backpack appeal until 2021.   

With that said, here is a way you can still help CCSA meet the needs of the community.  If you 

would estimate the cost you would have spent on a backpack and supplies and send that amount to 

either CCSA or St. Mark's, with CCSA in the memo line, your  support will be used to purchase food 

for our neighbors.   

CCSA has seen a rise in the numbers of families they are serving and your help will allow them to 

help people with food insecurity.  Thank you for your generosity in the past and thank you, in  

advance, for the ways you continue to support CCSA. 

A Biographical Book Study 
 

The world is not taking a break during 

the coronavirus pandemic, and  

neither is St. Mark's United Methodist 

Church. Following the murders of 

Breonna Taylor and George Floyd, 

our nation finds itself in the throes of 

turmoil. As siblings of Christ, we are 

being invited to open our eyes and to 

love our Black neighbors as  

ourselves. 

 

Starting the first week of July, Amanda Grimm-Schmitt will be co-leading a book study with Pacific 

Beach as we listen to an experience of race issues in America. Secure a digital or a physical copy 

of I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown. Be 

prepared for discomfort as the author recounts her own experience of growing up as a Black  

Christian surrounded by whiteness.  

 

Book discussions will take place on Zoom (or via other socially distant formats as interest dictates). 

Please register for these book discussions by emailing amanda@stmarksumcsd.org -- for  

questions, Zoom tutorials, and signups -- no later than July 1st.  A start date and time will be  

determined once we survey those that sign up. 

 

We hope that you will join us for this challenging and holy work of rooting out racism in our society 

and also ourselves! 

Honoring High School & College Grads:  Please email or call the office with the name, school & 

degree of your St. Mark’s graduates so we can celebrate them in an upcoming issue.   

(858) 273-1480, ext .10 or office@stmarksumcsd.org.  Thank you and congratulations! 

https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego
https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego
mailto:amanda@stmarksumcsd.org


Please keep all those in prayer who are  
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.   
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 Our military personnel: 

  Brook Bossen, Coast Guard 
Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Henry Hoadley, Navy 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 
  Dylan Weitzman, Army 

You are invited to participate in the St. 

Mark's prayer chain via email. Prayer  

requests will be sent to you via an email 

account you provide; you will not be asked 

to do anything other than offer your private 

prayers for requests you  

receive. To participate, please email 

Carol Brown at carol.brown@cst.edu. 
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Pastor’s Bible School  
Wednesdays @ 1 p.m. 

 

Join Rev. Jeri on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. via 

Zoom as we explore the Lectionary Passag-

es of the week.  A Zoom link will be sent by 

email each Wednesday morning.  Here are 

the passages for 
 

Wednesday, July 1 

• Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67   

• Psalm 45:10-17 

• Romans 7:15-25a 

• Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Dear St. Mark's,  

 

I write this letter to you now from Claremont (the other 

Claremont as I have often said to you all). Our boxes have 

made it into my parent's house. There are still items we 

can't find (just the cost of moving). But for the most part, we 

are all settled in.  

 

As I begin a new chapter of my life, memories of you and 

my time at St. Mark's come to mind frequently. Though our 

time together was brief, it was significant to me. I grew so 

much, learned so much, and of course, met the most  

extraordinary individuals--YOU.  

 

The gospel passage for this Sunday centers on Jesus' 

teaching to welcome others--those you love, those you don't 

love, and everybody in between. The act of welcoming is so 

much more important than we can possibly ever imagine. 

You all welcomed me into St. Mark's so warmly and I know 

you will do the same for your new pastor, the Rev. Darin 

Arntson.  

 

But there are two other parts to welcoming, which entails 

spending good time together, and then finally, giving a 

blessing when people depart--all of which, once again, you 

did so graciously for me. Giving a blessing when people  

depart, also traditionally known as benedictions within our 

Christian tradition, is also so much more important than we 

think it is.  

 

I'll be discussing all three parts--all integral for human life-- 

in my final sermon at St. Mark's.  

 

Love you all, 

Rev. Lydia 

June 23, 2020 

858-273-1480 

Rev. Lydia Sohn 
Senior Minister 

St. Mark’s Digital 
Friendship 

Pad Check-ins 
for June 21: 

29 and counting 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 
9:30 a.m. Streaming at  

vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego  

Next Week @ A Glance 
 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020  

1:00PM    Bible School w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom 

4:00PM    Creative Prayer Grd 4-7 w/ Amanda/Zoom 

7:00PM    Creative Prayer Grd 8-12 w/ Amanda/Zoom   

Thursday, June 25, 2020  

10:00AM   Coffee Chat w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom  

4:00PM     Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom  

Sunday, June 28, 2020  

9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 

  https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego  

1:00PM    Creative Prayer Grd K-3 w/ Amanda/Zoom  

Wednesday, July 1, 2020  

Rev. Darin’s First Day! 

1:00PM    Bible School w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom 

Thursday, July 2, 2020  

10:00AM   Coffee Chat w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom  

4:00PM     Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom  

Friday, July 3, 2020  

Office closed -  Independence Day Holiday 

Saturday, July 4, 2020 

Independence Day Holiday 

Sunday, July 5, 2020  

9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 

  https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego  

Wednesday, July 8, 2020  

1:00PM    Bible School w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom 

Thursday, July 9, 2020  

10:00AM   Coffee Chat w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom  

4:00PM     Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom  

Additional Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. 

 

If you would like to be added to Bill Galante’s 

Wednesday late afternoon Bible Study, 

please contact Charles Ballinger who  

arranges the Zoom link (619-275-2245 or 

cballin1@san.rr.com). 

 

In addition, Ed Deitzler hosts a biblical  

scavenger hunt to deepen exploration of the 

scripture which is real fun! 

https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego
https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego
https://vimeo.com/stmarkssandiego

