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DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

If you have not yet heard, it is with great sadness that we share that Rev. Craig’s wife, Merrie 

Dorval, peacefully passed Sunday at 3:47 pm. Her husband, brother and nephew were by her 

side. He asked me to write the “Pastor’s Letter,” and he plans to be with us this Sunday, as we 

look at Psalm 100 and Romans 5:1-5. Rev. Jeri and our lay delegates are traveling to Annual 

Conference. Information on Merrie’s Celebration of Life is included in this Messenger.  

  

This past Sunday, during worship we thanked our Education leaders and Sunday School teachers for 

volunteering with our children. This attitude of gratitude felt especially fitting for my family. When my son, Justin, 

sadly learned about Merrie’s hospitalization, he repeatedly expressed his deep gratitude for her friendship. 

Confirmation brought Merrie and Justin together in 2016: She agreed to be his mentor. They did numerous activities 

together. What a precious gift she gave our family. As a parent, I am so grateful that Merrie said “yes” to being 

Justin’s mentor. On behalf of all of the children and youth of St. Mark’s, I am also deeply grateful to all of you for 

saying “yes” to supporting our youth. It cannot be said enough: Positive friendships with adults are the top reason 

youth stay connected to their church.  

  The photos below show some of the highlights of the past five months. All these moments were possible 

thanks to our supportive community. From parents who drive their kids to youth group every week, to adult 

volunteers and staff who share their time, to those who gave donations: Thank you all for being a blessing to our 

youth. I hope, in turn, that even as we mourn, their youthful energy and joy will refresh our souls. We really do have 

amazing children and youth at St. Mark’s.  

God bless,  

Kris Nieder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACKS 

Community Christian Service Agency 

(CCSA)  Backpack Program is underway. St. 

Mark’s hopes to collect 75 packs for local students in 

K-9th grade.  We will collect new backpacks and 

school items through July 23 when we will bless the 

packs and their eventual recipients during church.  

The flyer and backpack listing is in the office or you 

can go to www.ccsasandiego.org/projects/back-to-

school-program for more information.  Thanks in 

advance for your generosity. 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS    

The San Diego Regional Interfaith 

Community has invited St. Mark’s to participate in 

two community events in July.  On Wednesday, July 

12 at 7 p.m. we will join together at St. Paul’s 

Cathedral for an interfaith worship service as part of 

the Pride festivities.  We will honor the three 

organizations that organized the first local 

demonstration for LGBT rights in 1974: Dignity, the 

Metropolitan Community Church, and the Imperial 

Court de San Diego.  On Saturday, July 15 at 11 a.m., 

St. Mark’s will be walking Downtown in this year’s 

Pride Parade, sharing the message of “Allied in 

Action: United for Justice”.   If you are interested in 

participating in either or both events, please contact 

Rev. Jeri at jeri@stmarksumcsd.org or sign-up in the 

office. 

  

MISSONARY LUNCHEON   

YOU are invited to the Welcome to The 

Mainland potluck for our missionaries from Fiji!  

Reverend’s Wes and Jerusha Neal, with their teenage 

children, Mercy and Josiah will be here for lunch on 

Monday, June 19 at 11:30 a.m.  We will share food, 

hear stories, and bless them as they begin a new 

journey in Raleigh, N.C. and at Duke University.  

Sign-up in the church office or contact Donna Newby 

at donewby@san.rr.com to confirm your dish and 

reserve a seat for this delightful event. 

  

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office 858-273-1480 or via email.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL WHO 

EDUCATE AT ST. MARK’S 

 On Sunday, June 11 we recognized the 

following for their contribution to Christian 

education here at St. Mark’s: 

Christian Education: 

Bill Galante    Karen Scanlon     

Sandy Plutchak  Sherry Miller  

Barbara Vergith     Debbie Milne 

Lilyn FitzMaurice      Robin Nuspl     

Rev. George & Dr. Pam Rosemier    

Melanie Griffin    

Renee Anderson, Education Chair  

Debbie Abbott, Sunday School Superintendent  

Kris Nieder - Youth & Intergenerational Director 

Nursery Care Givers:     

Maddie Green  Zoe Currigan 

Erica Novak Nicole Gongora 

Ben Watson 

  

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 

 On Sunday, June 11 we recognized the 

following for their recent graduation: 

High School Graduates: 

Ethan Risse, Graduating from Francis Parker 

School 

Jack FitzMaurice, Graduating from Clairemont 

High School 

College Graduates: 

Carol Brown, Master of Divinity, Claremont 

School of Theology  

Kellie Donnelly, AS in Dental Hygiene, San 

Joaquin Valley College  

Julee Jenkins, Master of Business Administration, 

San Diego State University 

Denise Munson, AS in Dental Hygiene, San 

Joaquin Valley College  

Christopher Peterson, Master of Mechanical 

Engineering, University of Illinois 

  

CHAIR YOGA  

Stretching our muscles while deep breathing 

is something everyone knows is important but 

sometimes we don’t know how to get started.  Chair 

Yoga is a great place to begin.  No headstands or 

pretzel bending, just moving body and breath. You 

are invited to chair yoga at 8 a.m. in the Social Hall 

mailto:jeri@stmarksumcsd.org


NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

Monday, June 19, 2017 

11:00 AM   Missionary Luncheon/SH 

1:00 PM   Living the Questions/NR 

2:30 PM   VBS Planning Mtg/Lib 

4:30 PM   CCSA Board Mtg/CR 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 
6:00 PM   Finance Committee Mtg/NR 

7:00 PM   Church Council/SH 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 
8:00 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

7:00 PM   Boy Scouts/SH 

Saturday, June 24, 2017 
10:00 AM   Emmaus Group/ Campus 

4:00 PM   Eagle Scout Honor/Sanc 

Sunday, June 25, 2017 
8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                         Summer Choir/CR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

10:45 AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

11:00 AM   Worship Committee Mtg/Lib 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc 

2:00 PM   Merrie Dorval Celebration of Life  
 

VBS “MACHINE” IS RUMBLING… 

Rumble, rumble! The St. Mark’s Vacation 

Bible School team has begun to put a plan into action 

for this summer’s VBS, on the calendar for August 21 

– 25. Five mornings 9 to noon children will live, shop, 

and participate in activities around the well in a 

program titled Marketplace 29 A.D. 

There is an air of excitement at the well, at 

least there will be! In the days of Jesus’ ministry, the 

water well was a critical centerpiece for life. Your 

VBS tradesmen will set up shops situated near the well 

and children will enjoy drama as it happens around 

them. 

We need your help, please. You might be a tax 

collector or Roman soldier entering the marketplace to 

stir the people, perhaps a storyteller sojourning to the 

edge of town. A shopkeeper, or his/her assistant. 

Baker, or candlestick maker.  Be with us a full 

morning or part of one or more. 

Please contact Karen Scanlon at 

kwscanlon@gmail.com or 858 272-7357 or Renee 

Anderson’s email:  the.Renee.Anderson@gmail.com. 

Marketplace 29 A.D. is a wonderfully interactive, fun-

filled program.  Do connect and find your 'happy 

place' in the marketplace. Shalom.  

 

MEALS FOR TEENS AT STOREFRONT  

St. Mark’s provides dinner on the fourth 

Monday of each month to Storefront which supports 

homeless youth in the Hillcrest area. A meal is 

delivered to Storefront at 6 p.m. and the group 

delivering the meal can choose to stay and eat with the 

people there or set out the meal and leave. The sign-up 

sheet is on the announcement board in the church 

office.  When signing up please be sure to provide the 

name of persons or group delivering the meal as well 

as a contact phone number.  As of today no one is 

signed up for July, August and December.  If you 

would like more information please contact Hope at 

619-275-0603. 

 

USHERS ARE NEEDED 

    CHURCH SERVICE USHERS  

Have you ever thought about greeting visitors 

and St. Mark’s members on Sunday morning and 

handing them a bulletin as they enter our beautiful 

sanctuary?  It’s a great way to meet everyone and no 

experience is required—just a warm, welcoming 

SMILE! Please contact Diana Starnes at 

dtstarnes@hotmail.com, or see her at church, if you 

are interested in being a Worship Service Usher.  

    MEMORIAL SERVICE USHERS  

There comes a time in everyone’s life when 

they lose a loved one and they must help plan a 

memorial service or celebration of life.  During these 

services, ushers provide assistance by greeting 

attendees, handing out service bulletins, and helping 

the grieving family however needed. There is no 

known time for these services; but, volunteers who 

would gladly be available when the time arises are 

needed.  A warm smile and compassion are all that is 

required. Please contact Ed Deitzler at 

AskBrEd@yahoo.com or Diana Starnes at 

dtstarnes@hotmail.com and let them know that you 

would like to serve as a Memorial Service Usher. 

 

 

MAY MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 

  
Pledge/Envelope Giving for May 2017 

 

May                         Year-to-Date             

$28,020.35                $154,157.51 

  

Required to Meet Budget 

4 Sunday Month       Year-to-Date 

$28,679.24               $157,735.82 

 



 

SUNDAY, JUNE 18, 2017 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

                            Summer Choir/ CR 

9:30 AM   Church Service /Sanc 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 

  Genesis 18:1-15 

  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

  Romans 5:1-8 

  Matthew 9:35-10:8 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

Attendance on Sunday, June 11 was 193 

 

YOUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONATIONS 

AT WORK 

By Jack Carpenter 

 Bill Williams has received proposals for the 

Administration air conditioning and the Narthex 

Center handrail.  

 Now that the Organ Concert is over Bob Stout 

can proceed wth the Organ Repairs. We have asked a 

structural engineer to give us a proposal for structural 

engineering on the Education Building Stairs and to 

coordinate the City Permit. The Stairs will take a 

while before we can get started. Stay tuned. Things 

are moving ahead. 

 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE 

 There will be a Celebration of Life Service for 

Merrie Dorval on Sunday, June 25, 2 p.m. at St. 

Mark's.  There will be a reception with food to follow 

in the Social Hall.  

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 

celebration of Merrie's life to St. Mark's and 

designated for the Community Christian Service 

Agency.   

All are invited!  

 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS  

The “Living the Questions” video study (offered 

on Mondays from 1 to 2:15 p.m.) has generated some 

great, authentic conversation around the biggest 

questions of our faith, such as: 

 How can we take the Bible seriously when 

it so often contradicts itself? 

 Does a loving God cause good and bad 

things to happen? 

 Did Jesus die for our sins? 

 What is the role of the church today? 

 Why is it that the more serious I am about 

my faith, the more questions I have? 

This is a large and lively gathering each Monday 

in the New Room, and anyone is invited to drop in at 

any time.  Previous attendance is not necessary. We 

will consider these topics: 

 June 19: Debunking the Rapture 

All are invited!  Bring your honest questions, 

curiosity and doubts! You’ll be glad you came. The 

study meets in the New Room, near the church office.  

 

 

 

 

  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United Methodist 

Church, we made a commitment to ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.”   Please keep 

the following people and their loved ones in 

prayer: 

♥  Friends and Family of Merrie Dorval 

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

♥  Family and Friends of Mike Olszewski 
 

   and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 



Hi. Some of you may recognize me from growing up in the 

church, or more recently as the person running the Equal 

Exchange booth in the corner of the courtyard every Sunday, or 

even more recently as the person who was up here around the 

same time last year for a very similar, yet infinitely more heavy 

topic. For those of you who weren’t here at the time, last time I 

was up here I came out to the church as a member of the LGBT 

community, and called for change within the church as a 

response to the Orlando Pulse Shooting, and I was honestly 

overwhelmed by the amount of support I received in response. 

Every time I drive by and see that Pride flag flying out there I’m 

filled with hope. But.. I’ve heard that a few of you don’t really 

understand why we have a pride flag out there, or why it’s even 

necessary. Honestly, I’m not even that surprised. It’s not like 

they publish our history in the textbooks. Since June is Pride 

Month and I am therefore at my peak power, I thought I may as 

well give you guys a bit of a history lesson. Buckle up, this 

might get long. 

Before I get into the history of why we even have a Pride month, 

I'd like to catch you guys up on some awesome things that have 

happened since last I spoke: 

   

 The Northern Illinois Conference of the UMC just ordained its first non-binary trans deacon 

 Our lovely Carol Brown is working towards having us designated as a Reconciling 

Congregation 

 Kris Neider is starting a support group for parents of trans teens 

 This next month the San Diego Regional Interfaith Community has invited St. Mark’s to 

participate in an interfaith worship service as part of the Pride festivities, honoring the 

organizations that organized the first local demonstration for LGBT rights in 1974 

 St. Mark’s will also be walking Downtown during the Pride Parade this year; I’ll be among 

those walking, and I hope some of you will join me in a show of ally-ship or community, 

however you identify 

 And, this is more a personal thing, I got a girlfriend 

  That doesn’t mean everything’s great. Far from it. The Methodist Church just recently decided that Bishop 

Oliveto to is unfit for her role as Bishop, simply because she is married to a woman. Hate crimes in general have been 

on a rise since the 2016 election, including those against LGBT people. Trump lifted protections for Trans people 

among several other shots at the community. Our Vice President is a proponent for conversion therapy, something only 

5 states have banned and something that has been defined by survivors over and over again as torture. Gay men are 

being culled in Russia, and our government’s been deafeningly silent about it. It’s a scary world, and it used to be 

scarier. 

  Now, one last thing before I get into the history behind why we have Pride Month and pride marches and all the 

flags for the various sexualities and gender identities, I’d like to talk about a mental phenomena called the Backfire 

Effect. We like to think we are open-minded people, welcome to changes in information and belief, but more often than 

not when faced with something that challenges our beliefs our brain violently rejects it. This is called the backfire effect, 

coined by Brendan Nyhan and Jason Reifler in 2006, and occurs for just about all of us. I know I’ve experienced it more 

than once. The facts I’m about to tell you might make you uncomfortable, or they might shake your world view, or 

maybe you already knew this. Whatever your reaction, I invite you to stop, slow down, wait for that rush of anger and 

indignation to die down and then think.  

   The reason it was decided that June would be Pride month is due to an event known as the Stonewall Riots in 

1969. The Stonewall riots occurred during a police raid on a place known as the Stonewall Inn, which catered to open 

LGBT people. The reason that there was a police raid is because that, at the time, homosexuality and other “sexual 

 



deviants” were considered a security risk to the country. There were lists of known LGBT people, bars that catered to 

LGBT people were shut down, LGBT people were arrested and exposed on local newspapers. The Stonewall Riot was 

not the first police raid, and it was not the first riot in retaliation, but those who were there that night describe it as the 

first night that they truly felt like they were part of something, and that something had had enough with the way it had 

been treated. Whatever your feelings are towards riots or police violence, the Stonewall Riots showcased a historic shift 

in LGBT history. For the first time, we were no longer victims with no support. For the first time we were standing up 

for ourselves.  

  The sheer amount of power behind the Stonewall Riots empowered more and more LGBT rights groups to rise 

up and begin actively fighting for rights. The very next year, June 1970, three simultaneous marches were held in three 

different cities to commemorate the Stonewall Riots. By the next year, these marches had become international. In 1978 

the original Pride flag was flown in the San Francisco Gay Freedom Day Parade. After the assassination of a gay San 

Francisco supervisor, the demand for the flag only grew. Today, the rainbow flag is our symbol, our blanket symbol for 

the various sub-groups under it--along with several other, more specific flags for each of those groups. For bisexuals it’s 

Magenta, purple, and blue. For asexual, it’s black, grey, white, and purple. For transgender people it’s blue, pink, and 

white. Each of these have meaning to them, and I encourage those of you curious to look up those meanings.  

  These days, pride month and pride marches aren’t just an outlet for rage against a system that wants us erased 

and out of the way. These days, Pride month is a celebration of existence in a world that doesn’t necessarily want us to 

exist. We celebrate being alive, and we celebrate in defiance. We choose Pride over Shame.  

  We are no longer arrested on the sole basis of being anything other than cisgendered heterosexuals. Gay 

marriage is legal. But that doesn’t mean we don’t still need Pride. People are still assaulted for being part of the LGBT 

community. Kids are still getting disowned, or placed in conversion camps. The Massacre at the Pulse Nightclub last 

year should be all the proof you need that we are not safe.  

  So back to the question of why we have a Pride flag outside. The church is meant to be seen as a place of safety, 

but more often than not it is seen as a place of condemnation for those in the LGBT community. A story recently came 

to light of a man who was beaten and nearly killed by his congregation in an effort to “expel demons.”  I’ve had friends 

who have had priests attempt to exorcise their gayness out of them. One of my friends was institutionalized by her 

parents when she came out to them, citing religious reasons.  

  When we fly that flag outside, what we are doing is sending the message of “We don’t hate you.” When we fly 

that flag outside, we are sending a message of love and acceptance, and above all safety. You would be surprised just 

how much of an impact just seeing a symbol has on a person. The day after the election, I was terrified for what the 

future would hold for myself and my friends and for so many other people. I was feeling alone, and in what I considered 

and still do an act of defiance I threw on a bracelet I got from my first pride festival years ago to remind myself I 

wasn’t. And as if God had noticed this, the next day as I was ringing up my purchases from Vons, the cashier was 

wearing the same pride bracelet, and… I have never felt so loved from such a small action as wearing a rainbow around 

your wrist. It’s why I keep my pride band on, just in case someone else needs to see it the way I did. And if I had such a 

strong reaction to a stranger wearing a bracelet, imagine the reaction to someone feeling alone seeing a symbol of love 

outside a church.  

  For those of you worried that this might make us a “gay church,” I ask you to consider what that even means, 

and why you’re opposed to it. I ask you to consider what exactly would change. We pray to the same god. We preach 

the same message: love. Can any of you tell me exactly what has changed for the worse since I came out to you all last 

year? 

  Because I’ve seen change in this church for the better. And I see even greater things on the horizon. 

  And in a world that wants so badly for us not to exist, you make a gay kid feel loved.  

  If you’d like to talk, if you have any questions, you know where to find me. 

  Thank you.  

Katie Guevara 


