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DEAR FRIENDS, 

 

As you may have heard, the St. Mark’s Chancel Choir has been invited to sing at Carnegie Hall 

as part of a concert in November.  This is an exciting event for the choir, and for St. Mark’s, and I’ve 

asked Music Director Frank Williams to write about it here. 

--Craig 

 

In case you have not heard, St. Mark’s Chancel Choir has been invited to sing at Carnegie Hall in 

November 2011! It all started when Joseph Martin and Lloyd Larson were here last year for a choral workshop 

at St. Mark’s presented by J.W. Pepper for all area Church Music Directors.  I asked Joseph Martin if he would 

stay over Sunday and conduct two of his anthems.   

That Sunday he conducted our Chancel Choir as we sang the Introit and the Anthem.  He also played a 

magnificent Offertory piece.  After church, we went out to lunch.  During our conversation, he mentioned how 

much he enjoyed our choir. He said they were wonderful to conduct and had a great sound and blend.  He then 

asked me if the choir would be interested in going to Carnegie Hall in November.  He was going to do a 

concert and premiere a new work. 

Needless to say, I said yes.  That was January 2017.  In March, I got a call from him and he asked me if I 

was still interested in having our choir come to New York City and sing at Carnegie Hall. Normally there is an 

audition DVD sent and a committee evaluates and decides which choir will be invited. Joe said we did not 

need to audition.  He highly recommended our choir.  I said I would talk to the choir and see how many would 

be interested.  To date, there are 17 choir members going and 5 spouses or friends for a total of 22.   

Here is where we will need your help.  We will fly into New York City Friday, November 24, 2017 and 

depart Tuesday, November 28, 2017.  The concert is Monday evening November 27, 2017.  Several of our 

choir members cannot afford to pay for their roundtrip airfare and hotel.  If you would like to help, you can 

make a donation. 

You can contact me if you would like more information or send a check to St. Mark’s UMC and in the 

memo line put “Choir Trip”.  If you do send a check, please put attention Frank Williams so I can ensure it is 

deposited into the correct St. Mark’s account. You can also talk to me any time by phone or see me at church.  

Here is my cell phone number: 619.806.0344. 

Our goal is to raise $9,000 to enable all of our choir to go.  We will be having some fund raisers between 

now and November, and I look forward to keeping you updated.  Don’t forget to keep us in your prayers.  This 

will be a huge undertaking and we will need all your prayers and support.  St. Mark’s singing at Carnegie Hall.  

Who would have thought that was a possibility? God did! 

Thank you in advance, 

Frank Williams 
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SUNDAY, MAY 7 2017 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church Service /Sanc 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 

  Acts 2:42-47 

  Psalm 23 

  1 Peter 2:19-25 

  John 10:1-10 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING THIS SUNDAY 

This coming Sunday is Native American 

Awareness Sunday. With this special offering 

requested by the General church, we equip and 

empower the Native Americans in our church 

community. Native Americans - with many unique 

languages and cultures - honor Jesus and live as 

Christians led by a contingent of primarily Native 

American pastors. It is a joy to celebrate and embolden 

their congregations on this day by providing funds to 

nurture mission outreach with Native Americans and 

to provide scholarships for United Methodist Native 

American seminarians. 

United Methodists like the Rev. Roy Hilburn 

of Coharie United Methodist Church in Clinton, N.C., 

are making a difference in their communities thanks to 

your generous giving. Hilburn, a recipient of the 

Native American seminary award, said the scholarship 

was a blessing in his life. “I felt honored, I felt 

respected, but most importantly, I felt noticed,” he 

said. He urges United Methodists not to forget about 

Native American peoples. “It takes a movement like 

Native American Ministries Sunday to bring 

awareness that we’re more than a percentage. We are a 

people who are still present in this time and in the 

future.” Please help support this worthy ministry. 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER  

INTERFAITH PRAYER SERVICE 

This Thursday, May 4, at 6:30 p.m., St. 

Mark’s welcomes Rabbi Berk, Imam Hassane, and 

Monsignor Mikulanis, as well as other faith leaders for 

an Interfaith Prayer Service.  This service is open to 

people of all or no faith traditions.  Child care will be 

provided. In addition to the Prayer Service, we will 

serve a light dinner at 5:30 pm.  Please sign up for the 

meal in the church office.  No sign up needed if only 

attending the prayer service.  For more information 

please contact Rev. Jeri. 

“PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE, PREPARING 

FOR THE FUTURE” 
by Jack Carpenter, Campaign Chair 

We are almost there folks. We just need a little 

more help to reach our $300,000 goal. We need the 

rest of you who have not pledged to join us. It doesn't 

matter how big your pledge is. You just need to be a 

part of this important effort. You want to know that 

you are helping to preserve the Church you love.  You 

want to join the rest of us insuring that St Marks 

continues to thrive in the future. For those of you who 

have already pledged, consider increasing your pledge 

to get us to our goal. We are a great congregation. 

Let's join together and meet this challenge. 

 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS  

“Living the Questions” is a video-based 

discussion series that moves beyond a dogmatic, 

either-or faith and encourages a more-authentic and 

more-dynamic approach to spiritual life.   It continues 

on Mondays from 1 to 2:15 p.m. on May 8, 15 and 22.  

Come for a refreshing and eye-opening experience, 

and bring your questions, curiosity and doubts! The 

study meets in the New Room, near the church office.  

All are invited--come to one, or come to all. 

 

CPR & FIRST AID CLASS  

  St. Mark’s has contracted with Pacific Safety 

Center to hold a CPR & First Aid class here at St. 

Mark’s on Saturday, May 13.  Class time is 8:30 a.m. 

– 4 p.m.  The cost of the class is $25 and includes 

lunch.  The instructor will teach infant, child and adult 

CPR along with basic first aid.  The class size is 

limited so it will be on a first-come-first-serve basis.  

A second class will be offered during the summer as 

needed.  Sign-up in the church office.  Payment is 

required at time of registration. 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 

 

SERMON VIDEO AVAILABLE 

Video of each Sunday’s sermon is available via our 

website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube 



NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

Monday, May 8, 2017 
1:00 PM   Living the Questions Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Carillon Bells/SH 

6:30 PM   Pre-K Personnel Mtg/Lib 

Tuesday, M ay 9, 2017 
6:30 PM   School Board Mtg/Lib 

Wednesday, May 10, 2017 

9:30 AM     Friendship Circle/NR 

5:00 PM   Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Glory Ringers/SH 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 
8:00 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

4:15 PM   Cherub & Hallelujah Choirs/CR 

5:20 PM   Chimes/SH 

7:00 PM   Chancel Choir 

        Boy Scouts/SH 

Friday, May 12, 2017 
9:00 AM   Family Friday/SH 

11:30 AM   39ers/Offsite 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 
8:00 AM   CPR Class/SH 

Sunday, May 14, 2017 
7:30 AM   Pancake Breakfast/SH 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church Service /Sanc 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

39ERS LUNCH 

The 39ers social group will be meeting at 

11:15 at the Country Waffle at 5252 Balboa Ave on 

May 12.  Please RSVP with Wendy Holman if you 

plan to attend so she can make sure there is adequate 

seating for all.  

 

FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

Please be sure to come by the Social Hall on 

Sunday, May 14, between 7:45 and 9:30 a.m. to share 

a delicious pancake breakfast with your friends and 

family.  All are invited! 

 

CHAIR YOGA  

Stretching our muscles while deep breathing 

is something everyone knows is important but 

sometimes we don’t know how to get started.  Chair 

Yoga is a great place to begin.  No headstands or 

pretzel bending, just moving body and breath. You 

are invited to chair yoga at 8 a.m. in the Social Hall.  

BRINGING WATER TO OUR NEIGHBORS 

"If any person helps one of these little ones because 

they are my followers, then that person will truly get his 

reward. That person will get his reward even if he only gave 

my follower a cup of cold water." —Matthew 10:42 

“Little things, small things, insignificant things 

are used by Jesus to make huge differences. A cup of cold 

water is such a wonderful thing when you are thirsty, 

away from home, and need some time to think and 

reflect. A gift of a cup of cold water is so powerful if it is 

offered in Jesus' name, is shared to honor him, and is 

given to bless others out of thanks for his grace. In such 

circumstances, a cup of cold water is much more than a 

drink; it becomes a holy gift given to the Lord himself.” 
Resource http://www.heartlight.org/wjd/matthew/0513-

wjd.html 

St. Mark’s is working with Christian 

Community Service Agency to bring hydration to 

those who wait in line for their commodities on the 

fourth Thursday of each month.  St. Mark’s provides 

the water bottles and wagon to transport the water; 

water bearers will distribute them from 8:30 – 10 

AM. Please sign-up in the church office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

Are you interesting in engaging in friendly 

and lively study of the Bible?  You are always invited 

to drop in on Wednesday Night Bible Study, which 

meets weekly from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. in the New 

Room near the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 



CHEERS TO ST. MARK'S MASTER 

CRAFTSMEN 

We are extremely blessed to have two very 

talented woodworkers among us at St. Mark's. Ken 

Murphy fashions the handsome crosses with individual 

and meaningful symbols, which many of us are 

wearing. 

Dick Robinson constructed the striking Scales 

of Justice used in the Holy Thursday service. Hearing 

rocks hit the wooden tray during the illegal trials of 

Jesus was audible reminder of the treacherous hours 

before His crucifixion. We hope to put Dick to work 

making wooden mallets for Vacation Bible School in 

August. Children will pound Roman coin 

in Marketplace 29 A.D.  

    Thank you Ken and Dick for putting your 

talents to the Lord's work. 

 

2017 YARD SALE 

As you are doing your spring cleaning (do 

people do that in California?) please keep our annual 

church yard sale in mind for those usable things you 

no longer want or need. The dates of the sale are 

August 4 and 5, and we hope you will also set aside 

time to help during the week prior to the sale and/or at 

the sale itself.It requires many hands to sort, price and 

sell these items, but the rewards are great for the 

workers, our church, the community, and for those 

non-profit agencies which receive the unsold items. 

We will be recruiting workers during July and would 

love to see your name on the sign-up opportunities! 

There will be things to do for all age groups, and all 

levels of mobility, so please plan to be part of this 

special event! 

 

ONE ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL SIGN-UPS 

Summer is nearing and that mean that St. 

Mark’s will be asking for volunteers to teach One 

Room Sunday school beginning on June 4
th
.  There are 

twelve opportunities to share your knowledge with our 

youngest church members. Stop by our table in the 

courtyard after church any Sunday in May to sign up 

and, pick up the lesson plan. It’s easy to use the lesson 

plan format with singing (music and words provided), 

stories to read, and crafts and activities to use. The 

Education team can assist in answering any questions 

or give insight into their own experiences.  This is a 

great chance to see what your child is learning in 

Sunday school and perhaps become a regular teacher 

in the Fall. 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

Altar flowers are a wonderful way to honor a 

loved one or celebrate a special occasion.  There are 

several dates for the remainder of the year that no one 

has ordered flowers for the altar.  Please be sure to 

stop by the church office to place an order 

 The cost for a basic arrangement is $45, and 

a rose arrangement is $50.  It is preferable that 

payment for flowers be made at the time the order is 

placed.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Malinda in the church office 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 Attendance on Sunday, April 30 was 147. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United Methodist 

Church, we made a commitment to ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.”   Please keep 

the following people and their loved ones in 

prayer: 
 

♥  Adam Estrada  

♥  Glenn Riggs 

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Jim and Cindy Gilbert 

♥  Sandy Modlin 

♥  Debra Birdsong 

♥  Marilyn Stout 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Erin Reichman 

♥  Tricia Martin 

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

♥  Christine Kay 

 

   and our military personnel, including: 

 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 
 


