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DEAR FRIENDS,  
“I think of her as a saint for unbelievers in an age of unbelief, a voice 
of compassion in an age of beliefs turned rigid, defensive, violent.”   

--Kathleen Norris, referring to St. Therese of Lisieux 

In the history of contemplative spirituality, St. Therese de Lisieux has a special place.  She lived a 
hidden life and "wanted to be unknown,” yet became very popular after her death through her spiritual 
autobiography The Story of a Soul.  Popularly called “The Little Flower,” she was a writer and Discalced 
Carmelite nun who lived from 1873 to 1897.  (“Discalced” means barefoot.) 

Readers enthusiastically responded to her simple and practical approach to the spiritual life.  An 
example was how she understood her purpose in life.  Therese said, “I have come to realize that the 
radiance of the rose and the whiteness of the lily do not take away the fragrance of the little violet or the 
simplicity of the daisy.  Perfection consists in being what God wants us to be.” 

Therese’s vocation took some twists and turns.  At age 23, as she lay dying of tuberculosis, she 
completely lost the palpable sense of God’s presence that she’d had her whole life.  Her response to this 
was extraordinary.   

She saw it as a grace that God would permit her to be overwhelmed by impenetrable darkness. 
 Her prayer was this: “Lord, your child has understood your divine light: she asks pardon for her brothers 
and sisters, and consents to eat for as long as you wish it the bread of sorrow….”   

She sincerely thought of her spiritual darkness as a gift.  And Therese not only accepted the 
torment and suffering of doubt, but she turned her despair into “fervent prayer for others.”   

A year after this, she died at age 24.  She never let go of hope.  It’s quite a story. 

This Sunday, we’ll consider how to pay more attention to essentials.  (Hint: it may have to do with 
losing non-essentials.) 

See you in church! 

Craig  
 

 

MOTHER'S DAY OFFERING 

On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10, St. Mark’s will collect a special offering to support the missionary 
work of the Neal family in Fiji. Rev. Dr. Jerusha Neal and Rev. Wesley Neal, former pastors of Santee UMC, are 
currently serving at a theology college in Fiji to “equip new pastors and affirm women in their call.” In Fiji 
domestic abuse is a pressing problem impacting over 65% of women.  Jerusha and Wes hope that encouraging 
women in ministry will give them a stronger voice in their communities. The Neals are friends of Rev. Jeri. Please 
join us as we support the Neals, including their two young children, in their important work. 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST, FLOWERS AND MORE ON MOTHER'S DAY! 

Start off Mother's Day here at St. Mark's with a delicious (and free) pancake breakfast, and stay for the 
uplifting service including bells, a special youth video, and a small gift for the ladies in attendance. Hope to see you 
here! 



URGENT NEED! 
VOLUNTEER TO PROVIDE A MEAL FOR 
STOREFRONT TEENS 

Storefront is a night shelter for homeless 
teens located near Fourth and Walnut in the Hillcrest 
area of San Diego.  Providing dinner for the guests 
and staff of the shelter on the fourth Monday of each 
month (approximately 10 - 12 people) is an ongoing 
ministry of St. Mark’s. There are currently many 
openings for the rest of the year. You can sign up by 
calling the church office or online at 
www.stmarksumcsd.org/storefront. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED!    

Did you ever wonder how the work of St. 
Mark’s gets done?  Wonder no more.  Come and join 
us for any meeting or music practice you are 
interested in knowing more about.  We invite the 
curious, the cautious, the concerned, and the 
contented to learn more about St. Mark’s and how we 
reach out to our community and the world. 

 

9/11 SURVIVOR TO SPEAK AT  
ST. MARK'S 
Conversations for the Common Good 

Quantum Corporation sales manager Michael 
Hingson was about to hold four seminars on the 78th 
floor of the North Tower, World Trade Center in New 
York City when a dull thud rocked the building. 
“We’ve got to get out!” he thought. 

    St. Mark’s United Methodist Church presents 
9/11 survivor Michael Hingson on Sunday, May 31, 
at 5 p.m., the second in a series of Conversations for 
the Common Good.  Mark your calendars now, 
everyone is welcome: Don’t miss Hingson’s telling of 
his heroic story during the events that brought down 
the Twin Towers and his escape with guide dog, 
Roselle. 

 

MEN GATHER FOR BREAKFAST 
St. Mark’s Men’s Group will be meeting for 

breakfast on May 5, at 7 a.m. at Country Waffle at 
5252 Balboa Ave, San Diego, CA 92117.  All men 
are invited.   

 
 

BOOK SALE MAY 2 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Women will be 
holding a book sale to raise funds for their mission to 
women, children and youth.  Books, plants, baked 
goods and craft items will be displayed for sale on the 
front lawn of St. Mark's. If you would like to donate 
to the sale (books, plants, baked goods and craft 
items), please deliver items to the Social Hall on  
Friday afternoon, May 1, between 4 and 7 p.m. 
Proceeds will help United Methodist Women fulfill 
their commitment of $5,000 for mission projects 
around the world.   
 

RAMPING UP OUR CCSA CONNECTION 
When we give money to the efforts of the 

Community Christian Service Agency (CCSA), 
which is located in the fourth house north of St. 
Mark's, some of those dollars buy bulk foods from the 
Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank, the largest 
hunger-relief organization in San Diego County.  

    Last year, the Food Bank distributed more 
than 20 million pounds of food, and the Food Bank 
served, on average, more than 350,000 people per 
month in San Diego County.  

    The Food Bank receives food from the 
USDA, food manufacturers, food retailers, the 
agricultural sector, food drives, and through financial 
contributions that enable the food bank to purchase 
protein-rich foods, fresh produce, and dry staple foods 
such as beans, oatmeal, and rice.   

    Stay tuned to our Messenger: More CCSA 
headlines coming.  Matthew 25:40 
 

SUMMER CAMPS AND CAMPERSHIPS FUNDS ARE 
AVAILABLE!   

Did you attend Summer Camp?  Do you want 
that experience for your children, grandchildren, 
neighbor or friend?  We are happy to announce the 
dates for 2015 Summer Camp at camp Cedar Glen 
have been established for Grades 1 – 12.   

Younger Elementary (Grades 1-3) July 5-8, 
2015 - $190. – through May 31, 2015 

Elementary (Grades 3-6) July 5-11, 2015 - 
$400. - through May 31, 2015 

Jr/Middle High (Grades 7-9) July 12-18, 
2015 - $400. - through May 31, 2015 

Sr. High (Grades 9-Graduated Sr.) 
July 19-25, 2015 - $400. - through May 31, 
2015 

To register or get more information visit the 
Cal-Pac Camp website  www.calpaccamps.org  and 
click on “2015 Summer Camp” link.   St. Mark’s 
continues to offer Campership assistance.  Please see 
Rev. Jeri or the Church Office for campership 
assistance forms.     
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SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2015  

8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 
9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc 
10:45 A.M.   Joyful Noise/CR 
12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship /Sanc  
 

39’ERS  

 If you are or have ever been thirty-nine, then 
you are invited to lunch at Troy’s Family Restaurant at 
4827 Clairemont Drive, in the Clairemont Square 
Shopping Mall on May 5.  This is a monthly luncheon 
that begins at 11:30 a.m.  Please call Wendy Holman 
at 858-273-3184 if you plan to attend. 
 

LET'S CELEBRATE! 

What do you think of when you think of a 
celebration?  Bells ringing?  Well, that's what 
we're celebrating in May:  bells - handbells and 
chimes to be precise.  In November of 1974, the 
first three octaves of handbells arrived at St. 
Mark's, and two choirs, one for adults and one for 
youth, were formed under the direction of Lucille 
Mayer, director of the adult vocal choir.  Since 
bells were new to the ringers, it took a few months 
for them to learn how to ring the bells properly, 
and to make the ringing sound like music.  By 
spring, they were ready to perform in public, and 
the congregation was eager to hear them.  Can 
you imagine the excitement the ringers felt as they 
made their debut?  The rest, as they say, is 
history!  (More about the bells next week!) 

 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

Shirley Coffey's Celebration of Life service 
will be held Wednesday, May 6, at noon, followed by 
a reception in the Social Hall.  All are invited to share 
the celebration of Shirley. 

 

CHURCH WORK DAY POSTPONED 

A lot will be happening on St. Mark’s 
campus this Saturday, May 2, hence the decision 
to reschedule the church work day.  If you would 
like to volunteer for future church work days, 
please contact the church office and leave your 
contact information.   

 

OUR PRESENCE  

 Church attendance on Sunday, April 26  
was 175.  

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room.  

Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 Acts 8:26-40 
 Psalm 22:25-31 
 1 John 4:7-21 
 John 15:1-8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist 
Church, we made vows to commit ourselves to 
support the Church by “our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service and our 
witness.” 

 

Continued prayers: 
♥  John Kerr 
♥  Sue Kerr 
♥  Brad Davidson 
♥  Malinda Whiteley 
♥  Jim Simon  
♥  Caden Stalnaker 
♥  Arnold Broughton 
♥  Jackie Carpenter 
♥  Don Saunders 
♥  Teresa Higgins 
♥  Kathy Martin 
♥  James Fullmer 
♥  Carol Galante 
♥  Louis Hall 
♥  Josephine Fortune 
♥  Nancy Deitzler 
♥  Jackie Delbaugh 
♥  Dorothy Sage 
♥  Bill Horner 
♥  Lois Ramsey 
♥  Mitch Boyer  
♥  Ken Murphy 
♥  Deanna Marshall    
 

   …and our military personnel, including: 
 
♥  Kris Brendal, Army 
♥  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 
♥  Craig Clemans, Marines 
♥  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
♥  Blake Cross, Navy 
♥  Brandon Dempster, Navy  
♥  Samuel England, Navy 
♥  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
♥  Michael Hunter, Navy 
♥  Brady Jackson, Army 
♥  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
♥  Daniel Ness, Army 
♥  Milo Riegle, Marines 
♥  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 
♥  Nathan Streeter, Army 
♥  Robert Tarango, Navy 
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