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DEAR FRIENDS, 

St. Mark’s is a friendly, collegial, welcoming church.  It's so encouraging to see you bring friends, 

neighbors, and loved ones on Sunday morning, or to one of our service projects, or to a social gathering!  We so 

love to meet and welcome new people. 

We like to think of St. Mark’s as a family.  And this is a good thing because it voices our level of concern 

for others in our congregation.  But when we actually behave like a family, it does have a downside with guests. 

In the summer we’ll be offering a study based on the book Get Their Name: Grow Your Church by 

Building New Relationships. Bob Farr, one of the authors, says that we all want to invite, welcome, and engage 

younger and more-diverse people.   

However, when people begin to attend, we can unknowingly communicate to them that we are family and 

they’re not.  People at every church do this, even though virtually every church says it wants to attract younger and 

more-diverse people.  We already have many friends in the church, and it may be that we simply don’t have the 

time or inclination to welcome and engage anyone we don’t know—perhaps our “family” plate is full. 

I find myself doing this when I refer to someone as “new” when they have been attending “only” five 

years.  Often I am asked the name of someone “new” who has been around for quite some time.  When we don’t 

bother to learn someone’s name, especially over time, this clearly communicates that we are family and they are 

not. 

Bob Farr suggests that inviting someone to church has become like inviting someone to your family 

reunion.  Of course you have a very nice family, and they will be very nice to anyone who is invited.  But without 

knowing, and in many small ways, it is clearly expressed that you are family and your guest is not. 

Make no mistake.  We are a fun and friendly group on Sunday mornings--and most other times, too!  But to 

get even better--to take the next step--just involves a little attention to developing the habit of engaging those we 

don’t know.  And being aware when we are talking like “family.” 

It takes both patience and courage to form and build relationships, and it usually does not have dramatic 

short-term results.   Yet this is how we can most-effectively and lastingly build our ministry together.   It is how St. 

Mark’s can survive, sustain, and grow over the long term—to 2030 and beyond. 

More important, through this lived and authentic welcome we are witnessing to our love for God and each 

other.  And, more than ever before in my lifetime, this is what the world needs now. (Apologies to Burt 

Bacharach). 

Those of you who are parents in the youth program or mentors in the confirmation process know that 

relationship-building is the explicit focus among our middle and high-schoolers.  This summer our church-wide 

effort  will be on how we can develop the habit of nurturing and growing relationships--especially with “new” 

people.  Watch for a weekly informal gathering simply to get to know each other better. And some study groups 

looking into the fears that hold us back from healthy relationships and what we can do to manage these fears. 

Until then, plan to be with us for a festive and inspiring Mothers’ Day on May 8.  It begins with a free 

community pancake breakfast from 7:30 to 9:15. 

Then on May 15, we celebrate Pentecost by welcoming into church membership a new class of 

confirmands.  It's a thoughtful, gracious, and fun group of young people and you'll want to be here to meet them!  

And learn their names! 

Thanks for being you! Let's carry on and build this great ministry together! 

See you in church! 

Craig 



MISSION TASK FORCE GATHERING 

By Carol Brown 

The next Mission Task Force gathering will 

be May 15 at 11 AM in the church library.  We are 

looking to change the way we look at Missions and 

we need your input. We want to know what you are 

interested in and how we can share our efforts.  Please 

bring your ideas and let’s talk about how we can be in 

missions locally and globally. If you are unable to 

attend, please email me your ideas: 

cbrown83@san.rr.com.  NOTHING is too big or too 

little to bring to the table.  See you on May 15! 

UPCOMING ART SHOW 
By Judy Edelblute 

Art comes in many different forms.  Our next 

show, which will run May 7-June 19, will be 

comprised of unusual media.  We look forward to 

seeing carved wood, carved vinyl records, encaustic 

(colored wax) works, and hopefully some art quilts.  

We are also looking for works that include found 

objects or objects from nature.  This show is just for 

our enjoyment - no judges, no entry fees, and no 

prizes.  Art should be turned in on Friday, May 6, in 

the narthex between 11am and noon.  You can make 

arrangements to turn in entries at a different time, but 

they must all be on the wall by noon on Saturday, 

May 7, so they may be seen by the guests at Art 

Matsuura's service at 2 pm that day.  Art was a 

member of the Art Festival Committee from the very 

beginning so we are glad to have this special show 

begin on the day of his Celebration of Life Service. 

Our registrar for the show is Dr. Pam Rosemier.  If 

you have any questions, please contact her 619-276-

3143 or drpkogdin@aol.com. 

 

REGISTER FOR THE QUILT SHOW  

Entry forms for the Quilt Show and Craft Fair are 

available in the church office.  Please fill them out 

and return them to the office as soon as possible.  If 

you have questions about the Quilt Show please call 

Joan Williams at 858-274-3716. Questions about the 

Craft Fair should be directed to Phyllis Drewett at 

858-275-3563. DEADLINE FOR ALL FORMS IS 

JUNE 15. 

 

ACOLYTE ACCOLADES 

Thank you Ryan DeRieux and Max 

Higgins for leading Acolyte Training on Sunday, 

April 24 at 8:30 A.M.  Through your leadership and 

guidance we have six new acolytes who will be part 

of the worship experience.    

Our new acolytes are:  

Frankie Fitzmaurice 

Erin Murphy 

Joey Murphy 

Amber Peacock 

Livia Robinson 

Cara Stout 

We look forward to seeing them lead us into worship.  

 

Prayers for our Confirmands 

Please keep our Confirmands (youth going through 

the Confirmation program) in your prayers this 

weekend as they travel up to Julian for 

the Confirmation Retreat. The retreat is a time for 

them to reflect on the work of the Holy Spirit in their 

lives and on what they have learned about our faith as 

United Methodists. It is also a special time to build 

friendships through fun activities. Please pray for our 

adult leaders for the trip: Rev. Jeri, Kris Nieder, and 

Bob Stout.  

CALLING ALL 2016 GRADUATES 

Each year St. Mark's UMC recognizes 2016 

college or high school graduates during the church 

service with a small gift. This year we are planning 

the event for Sunday, June 12th. If you are a 2016 

graduate or know someone who will be graduating 

who would like to be honored, please call (858-273-

1480), email (smumcsdoffice@gmail.com),  or stop 

by the office to add their name and their school to the 

list. For college graduates we would like to include, 

not only the name of their college or university, but 

also the degree that they received.  We will need all 

information by Tuesday, May 31. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER THURSDAY, 

MAY 5, 2016 

This year’s theme Wake Up America, 

emphasizes the need for individuals, corporately and 

individually, to return to the God of our Fathers in 

reverence for God’s Holy Name. To further highlight 

the theme, Isaiah 58:1a is the Scripture for this year:  

“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice 

like a trumpet.” St. Mark’s sanctuary will be open 

from 12 – 3 P.M. for anyone who wants to come and 

pray.  
 

 



SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2016 

8:30 A.M.   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 A.M.   Church /Sanc   

12:00 P.M.   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FILM 

SERIES ON REFUGEES 

You are invited to join Rev. Jeri at San 

Diego’s 8
th
 Annual International Documentary Film 

Series presented by International Rescue Committee 

(IRC).  This series will feature three compelling films 

that illustrate life as a refugee.  Films will be screened 

on Mondays May 9, 16 and 23 at 7pm at Landmark 

Theater in Hillcrest, 3965 5th Avenue, #200, San 

Diego CA 92103.  Ticket price is $15 per film or $35 

for all three films. Thanks to a generous sponsor, 

100% of ticket sales will support the programs of the 

IRC in San Diego.   

The first film, Salam (Hello) Neighbor, is a 

film to connect the world to refugees.  Rev. Jeri will 

host follow up conversations on Tuesdays May 10, 17 

and 24 at 3pm in the New Room to discuss the films 

and our role as people of faith to the refugee situation.  

For more information you can go to the IRC 

website http://www.rescue.org and enter International 

Documentary Film Series in the search box or talk to 

Rev. Jeri.  Tickets must be purchased in advance and 

carpooling is suggested.  

 

TAIZÉ SERVICE 
By Frank Williams 

Are you looking for the opportunity to find 

“Peace of Heart?” St. Mark’s has a quiet, meditative 

service which will give you all that and more.  It is a 

Taizé Service (pronounced Teh-ZAY). A Taizé service 

involves gentle sung prayers, meditation, periods of 

silence, and readings.  No sermon.  Taizé is a monastic 

community located in Taizé, France founded in 1940.  

On their official website, it says the community “wants 

its life to be a sign of reconciliation between divided 

Christians and between separated peoples.”  

Prior to the Taizé service, there will be a light 

meal, which we invite you to enjoy in silence or in 

conversation with others.  Then go in and experience 

the presence of God in fresh and replenishing ways 

through contemplative worship. The meal will be 

served at 6 and we will have our Taizé at 6:45 PM.  

Our first service will be Tuesday, May 10, and will be 

about 45 minutes in length. 

All are invited.  For more information, feel 

free to contact Frank Williams, Director of Music, at 

619-806-0344 or franwill47ret@gmail.com. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Begins at 8:30 A.M. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 
  

Acts 16:9-15 

Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:10-22:5 

John 14:23-29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

YOUR PRESENCE  

Sunday, April 24, church attendance  

was 175.  

. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service and our witness.”  

♥  Ed Barker   

♥  Jay Boggs  

♥  Danny Cislo  

♥  Chris Allen 

♥  Rick Mitchell 

♥  Patty Harris 

♥  Juanita Burrows 

♥  Josie Christian 

♥  Louis Hall 

♥  Hope Coleman 

♥  Jerry Eubanks 

♥  Floyd Murphy  

♥  Dave Plutchak  

♥  Georgia McNeil 

♥  Lois Ramsey 

    …and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

There will be a celebration of life service for Art 

Matsuura here at St. Mark’s on Saturday, May 7, at 2 PM.  

A reception will follow in the Social Hall.  

 

 



 


