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DEAR FRIENDS, 

This week I have transported myself away from the city life and placed myself, along with Jake, just 

outside Julian.  As this morning’s sun rose above the tree lined hills it was an amazing sight. The brilliant red 

and orange lighting providing a stunning backdrop to the silhouetted hills on the horizon. I thought of how 

many sunrises these trees have witnessed.  Each sunrise is reasonably predictable in its seasonal routine, yet 

each splendid ray of light is unique in its resurrection of a new day, one filled with wonder and hope.  

Welcome to the season of Easter.   

It is easy for many of us to look upon our routines as a ordinary part of our life, but what if, just for a 

moment, we look outside our routine to see the beauty and the wonder that glistens in front of us; the unique 

hue of the flower that grows up in the crack of the asphalt, the reflective display of dust particles as they dance 

in a shaft of light, the intricate lacelike weavings of a spider’s glistening web.  These are things we sometimes 

miss because we are busy focusing on our daily routines.  And yes, sometimes we work very hard to remove 

these acts of creativity from our presence because they do not fit into our orderly lives.   Yet, each one of these, 

and many other things, is an opportunity for us to pause and see God’s extraordinary creativity in our ordinary 

lives.   

This week in church we will hear of two acquaintances who walked along the road, lost in their thoughts 

about the death of Jesus. Their ordinary routine was shaken, but they returned to walk a familiar pathway, 

expecting their lives to just move forward after this death.  We will also hear how Jesus walked with them but 

they did not know it because their eyes had not been opened to God’s presence with them; not until the simple 

routine act of breaking bread changed everything.  

In this season of Easter, as we reflect on the resurrection of Jesus and our usual understanding of life, I 

hope that you’ll see something new in your many routines.  I hope that you will also find yourself in the 

presence of God in ordinary ways, and be reminded that life is more than normal routines – each day is filled 

with resurrection power.    

See you in church, 

Jeri 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church Service /Sanc 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

4:30 PM   SDC Choir Concert/Sanc 

 

OL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

 

  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

  1 Peter 1:17-23 

  Luke 24:13-35 

 

CONCERT THIS SUNDAY  

This Sunday, April 30 the San Diego 

Children's Choir will be in concert at St. Mark's. A 

reception will follow the concert in the Social Hall to 

meet and greet the choir participants and their 

directors.  All are invited to this concert presented by 

St. Mark’s Concert Series 
 

TAGE, PREPARING FOR 
 

by Jack Carpenter, Campaign Chair 

We are making great progress toward our 

goal of $300,000. At $284,830 we are almost there. 

However, we need everyone's participation to get us 

over the top and start the work.  We want to get 

started as soon as possible so that those who have 

pledged can see the fruits of their commitment. The 

Education Building stairs needs to get started as soon 

as possible. We want to install the new sound system 

for the hearing impaired as soon as possible as well. 

With new landscaping and trees in front of the church 

we will look like the great church we are.  We need 

your pledge to reach our goal so we can begin.  If you 

have not pledged yet, please bring your pledge to 

church this Sunday. If you are unable to come, please 

mail it to the church this week. This is an exciting 

time for St. Mark’s and we are sure you want to be a 

part of it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CARNIVAL IS HERE! 

St. Mark's friends and families are all invited 

to join the fun this Saturday, April 29th, when St. 

Mark's School hosts their Annual Carnival. From 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m., the church grounds will be filled with 

games, activities, food, and an incredible silent auction 

with something for all ages. 

  Children are invited to play and win prizes or 

sit in the fire truck from our local crew. Join in the fun 

that has a theme of - "Forest Friendzy" There will be 

Seisels's Hot Dogs, fresh, handmade and authentic 

tacos, shaved iced, popcorn and nachos. 

  The Silent Auction is not to be missed. It's 

NOT just for kids. 

  We hope you will come.  And if you can't, 

please tell a friend or two.  

 

PART TIME CHILD CARE EMPLOYMENT 

St. Mark's UMC is offering part time 

employment immediately for a child care nursery 

worker for Sunday mornings from 9-11 a.m. and 

occasional additional hours.  Applicants should be 18 

years of age and have experience working with and 

caring for infants and young children.  Pay starts at 

$12/hr. If interested, please send a resume to 

stmarksumcsdapp@gmail.com.  If you have questions, 

you may call Susan Holko, Lay Personnel Chairman at 

619-275-4097. 

 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS  

People know that Christianity has something 

very, very good to offer the human race.  At the same 

time, many have a sense that they are alone in being a 

"thinking" Christian and that "salvaging" Christianity 

may be a hopeless task.  Living the Questions is a 

video-based study which moves beyond the traditions 

and rote theologies in which so many people and local 

churches seem to be stuck.  It will help seekers and 

long-time members alike to discover the profound 

significance of Christianity in the 21st Century and 

what an authentic faith can look like in today's 

world. The study continues on Monday’s, from 1 to 

2:15 p.m. in the New Room, near the church office.  

All are invited. 

 

 SERMON VIDEO AVAILABLE 

Video of each Sunday’s sermon is available via our 

website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube 

 

MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 
  

Pledge/Envelope Giving for March 2017 

April                         Year-to-Date             

$27,215.00                $92,324.64 
 

Required to Meet Budget 

4 Sunday Month        Year-to-Date 

$28,679.24                $93,207.53 

 

tel:619-275-4097
tel:619-275-4097


2017 YARD SALE 

As you are doing your spring cleaning (do 

people do that in California?) please keep our annual 

church yard sale in mind for those usable things you 

no longer want or need. The dates of the sale are 

August 4 and 5, and we hope you will also set aside 

time to help during the week prior to the sale and/or at 

the sale itself.It requires many hands to sort, price and 

sell these items, but the rewards are great for the 

workers, our church, the community, and for those 

non-profit agencies which receive the unsold items. 

We will be recruiting workers during July and would 

love to see your name on the sign-up opportunities! 

There will be things to do for all age groups, and all 

levels of mobility, so please plan to be part of this 

special event! 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER INTERFAITH PRAYER 

SERVICE 

On Thursday, May 4, at 6:30 p.m., St. Mark’s 

welcomes Rabbi Berk, Imam Hassane, and Monsignor 

Mikulanis, as well as other faith leaders for an 

Interfaith Prayer Service.  This service is open to 

people of all or no faith traditions.  Child care will be 

provided.  In addition to the Prayer Service, we will 

serve a light dinner at 5:30 pm.  Please sign up for the 

meal in the church office.  For more information 

please contact Rev. Jeri. 
 

CPR & FIRST AID CLASS  

  St. Mark’s has contracted with Pacific Safety 

Center to hold a CPR & First Aid class here at St. 

Mark’s on Saturday, May 13.  Class time is 8:30 a.m. 

– 4 p.m.  The cost of the class is $25 and includes 

lunch.  The instructor will teach infant, child and adult 

CPR along with basic first aid.  The class size is 

limited so it will be on a first-come-first-serve basis.  

A second class will be offered during the summer as 

needed.  Sign-up in the church office.  Payment is 

required at time of registration. 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 Attendance on Sunday, April 23 was 155. 

 

CONDOLENCES 

We are very sad to report that Spencer 

Topham, former St. Mark's Youth Director, passed 

away on Monday, April 17.  Earlier in March, Spencer 

was hospitalized due to respiratory distress. He had an 

extremely rare condition that kept his lungs from 

recovering. Spencer's family stayed by his side 

throughout his hospitalization.  They have posted 

additional information online at: 

https://www.gofundme.com/spencers-medical-

expenses.   

A celebration of life will be held at the end of 

July. When the family has announced the date and 

time, we will share that information through the 

Messenger. Spencer served at Mission Hills UMC, and 

ran a twice-a-week "Sidewalk Play Stop" ministry 

program for neighborhood children. Please keep 

Spencer's family and the Mission Hills congregation in 

your prayers. He will be deeply missed.  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, 

we made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service and our witness.”  
 

♥  Adam Estrada  

♥  Family and friends of Margaret Weber 

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Jim and Cindy Gilbert 

♥  Sandy Modlin 

♥  Debra Birdsong 

♥  Marilyn Stout 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Erin Reichman 

♥  Tricia Martin 

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

♥  Christine Kay 

   and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 
 

http://stmarksumcsd.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01ce58701f44d59104c483bdb&id=47432b808d&e=d10482f0e1
http://stmarksumcsd.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01ce58701f44d59104c483bdb&id=47432b808d&e=d10482f0e1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


