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DEAR FRIENDS,  

What an interesting week! Last Wednesday evening, March 18, our youth led an inspirational 

vespers service from 7 to 7:30 in the sanctuary.  I walked over from the library just after the “Renegade 

Gospel” discussion, and saw people leaving the sanctuary smiling, chatting, and carrying small rocks with 

words of inspiration on them.  Something very good had happened in their time together. 

Last Saturday morning, many showed up for work day to replace light bulbs, trim and clean up our 

landscaping, fill up the Preschool sandbox, and do many other clean-up and fix-up tasks.  Lots of work got 

done thanks to so many of you, led by Bill Williams.  (Sorry Bill, I know you don’t like the attention.) 

In church on Sunday, one of several highlights was organist Craig McIlwain’s Faith Forward, 

when he told the engaging story of how he came into the Christian faith.  The chancel choir sung a moving 

setting of “For God So Loved the World,” and the Peace and Glory Ringers delighted us all once again 

with “Morning Prayer and Vespers” and “At the Cross.” 

Then, on Sunday afternoon, more than 400 people from St. Mark’s and the community filled the 

sanctuary for a concert by the San Diego Children’s Choirs!  Our Cherub Hallelujah choir joined them at 

the close.  It was good to hear and read positive comments about the church, and its gracious hospitality.  

Many thanks and congratulations to all involved in the St. Mark’s Concert Series for an uplifting and 

successful event! 

We are almost ready for Holy Week to begin.  Dozens of vehicles from Rolling Hills Christian 

Church in El Dorado Hills will begin arriving in the late afternoon on Saturday.  Kris Nieder and her team 

are organizing the arrival dinner for their 260-person mission. 

Frank Williams will be rehearsing with some of them on Saturday evening, as they prepare to 

participate in the procession of the palms and to sing with the chancel choir an arrangement of Leonard 

Cohen’s great and popular song “Hallelujah.”  This is an excellent song for Palm and Passion Sunday, 

because it speaks of a universal and deeply-felt spiritual longing in the midst of brokenness. 

I hope you will be in church this Sunday morning at 9:30 as we begin the most-important week of 

the year in a uniquely meaningful way.  The children of the church will conclude their Lenten campaign 

for new children’s shoes for the Christian Community Service Agency (CCSA), and will take the shoes in 

wagons from our service to the CCSA house at the corner.  Our guests from Rolling Hills heard about the 

campaign and said they will be bringing shoes, too. 

Speaking of CCSA, I hope you have signed up for their Hunger Walk on April 25, or are 

sponsoring someone who is walking (like me--hint, hint). 

You’ll find information in this Messenger and on our website about the services on Holy Thursday 

(7 p.m.), Good Friday, (noon), and Easter (8 and 9:30 a.m.).  Please plan to be here for all these services, 

and bring a family member or friend. You will be glad you did! 

And don’t forget about the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4, from 9 to 11 a.m.!   

See you in church! 

Craig 

 

  



WE’RE LOOKIN’ FOR EGG 

STUFFINGS 

St. Mark’s Inviting, Welcoming, and 

Engaging Committee is requesting donations of 

goodies to put inside Easter eggs for the annual 

St. Mark’s Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 4, 

from 9 to 11 a.m. Please pick up some no-nut, 

no-chocolate, not-hard, individually-wrapped 

candy (you got all that?), stickers, erasers, 

tattoos, and other treasures, and deliver them to 

the church office before March 31 when egg-

stuffers are scheduled to stuff.  

YARD SALE DATES! 

This year's huge yard sale will be July 31-

Aug.1, with the week of July 27-30 reserved for 

preparation for the sale. Please set aside this 

week on your calendar NOW and begin saving 

usable items you no longer need for the sale.  

This is St. Mark's big fund raiser which benefits 

not only St. Mark's but also the community 

around us and beyond.  We need lots of workers 

to make the sale possible, and we're counting on 

you! It's fun!  Try it - you'll have a great time! 

 

REMINDER: PICK UP YOUR POT PIES 

AND BUTTERBRAIDS THIS SUNDAY! 

If you ordered a Pot Pie or Butterbraid, 

your order will be ready for pick up this Sunday, 

March 29, after the Palm Sunday church service. 

Thank you for your order and support of our 

Sierra Service Project mission team!  

PLEASE SIGN UP! 

  Final Sign-ups for Women’s Retreat are 

this Sunday, March 29.  Please bring payments, 

paperwork and questions to the Church Office 

on Sunday.   

St. Mark’s Annual Women's Retreat will 

be on April 10-12 at Pine Valley campground.  

The weekend will be filled with lessons, music, 

activities and small group discussions around the 

theme, "We Grow Best in a Garden."  Rev. Mary 

Alice McKinney will be leading the retreat.  The 

cost is $150 which includes: 2 nights lodging and 

meals for the weekend.  All women ages 16 and 

above are invited and encouraged to attend.  

CLAIREMONT DAY AT THE BAY 

AND 5K  

Special thanks to Deanne Currigan for her 

informative talk about our Clairemont 

community of schools during the Faith Forward 

portion of last Sunday's service. Deanne and the 

youth invite the congregation to participate in 

Clairemont Day at the Bay and Fast Times 5K 

supporting 19 local schools on Saturday, April 

18. For more information please visit 

ClairemontEducationFoundation.org/ 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

YOUTH GROUP, WEDNESDAYS 

6-7:30 P.M. 
 Wed., April 1: Spring Break/No Youth 

Group 

 Wed., April 8: Regular youth group mtg.  

 Wed., April 15: Special Youth-Led Earth 

Day Evening Prayer Service 

VESPERS: WHAT AN "ENCHANTED 

EVENING" 

Special thanks to those who attended our 

youth-led Evening Prayer (vespers) service on 

March 18! 

Comments heard afterwards: "It was 

inspirational," "lovely," and "so uplifting." "What 

a beautiful service." Ryan DeRieux and Justin 

DiProfio performed bells, and Diana DiProfio 

sang "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing." Sam 

Bilby, Charlee FitzMaurice and Livia Robinson 

joined Justin, Ryan and Diana in short vignettes 

taken from letters submitted by the congregation. 

Greg Peer pitched in too. While he's not a 

"youth" we appreciate his youthful energy! If 

you'd like to see what all the positive comments 

are about, you are invited to Vespers on 

Wednesday, April 15, for a special Earth Day 

evening prayer service at 7 p.m. 

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 

There will be bunches of kids chasing a 

rabbit and looking for colored eggs.  There will 

also be lots of playful activities for kids, and 

plenty of picture perfect moments for moms, 

dads, grannies n’ gramps. Join us: Saturday 

morning, April 4, at 9 to 11 a.m.  Hippety-hop… 

 



ROLLING HILLS RETURNS 

We are happy to announce that there will 

be about 267 people from Rolling Hills Christian 

Church in church with us this Sunday, March 

29.  Thank you for your understanding if the 

parking lot is a little more crowded than usual.   

WORK PARTY THANKS! 

  We had such a good work party on Saturday, 

March 21, when adults, youth and Boy Scouts were 

invited to participate with the upkeep around the 

church grounds and the nursery school. Four yards of 

beautiful white play sand was shoveled into the school 

sandboxes, planting beds were spruced up, a new 

bench for the Social Hall was put together, Social Hall 

chairs were mended, Social Hall hanging lights got 

new bulbs, and the teak benches in the courtyard got a 

good scrubbing. It was a great morning because of the 

people who responded to the invitation. 

  Thank you again to: the Boy Scouts of troop 

260, St. Mark’s youth and adults who came and gave a 

hand. 
 

SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT (SSP): WE 

HAVE A NAME FOR OUR VAN! 

How does the "Gee Gee Van" sound? Or, 

as Gee Gee Ferrier suggested when she made a 

very generous donation to our SSP Mission team, 

the "Go Go Van?" Gee Gee is our first Sponsoring 

Partner. We are so grateful to her for this strong 

start. Sponsoring Partners provide vital support 

for our nine youth who will be traveling from St. 

Mark's to the Navajo Nation this July. If  

interested in becoming a Sponsoring Partner, 

please contact Kris Nieder at 

kris@stmarksumcsd.org. It takes two vans to get 

our whole team to Arizona. Maybe the second one 

could have your name on it! 
 

SWEET! COOKIES AND BROWNIES 

NEEDED MARCH 28 FOR ROLLING 

HILLS 

Cookies and brownie donations 

(homemade or store bought) are needed to provide 

dessert for the Rolling Hills Mission Team this 

Saturday, March 28. Over 260 people will be 

staying the night at St. Mark's and our 

neighboring church as the team travels to Mexico 

for a week of mission work. And, if you'd like to 

help the youth serve the meal, your assistance 

would be most appreciated! Please plan to arrive 

at 4 p.m. if interested in assisting. 

SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT SPONSOR 

OUR SERVICE 

Want to support the wonderful youth here 

at St. Mark's? Please become a Sponsoring 

Partner and honorary member of our Sierra 

Service Project team! You will be invited to a 

special brunch after the youth return to see photos 

and hear stories. The Sierra Service Project (SSP) 

is a nonprofit organization that coordinates 

mission trips for 6
th

 -12
th

graders. 

This summer St. Mark's is sending a team 

of nine youth and four adults to the SSP Navajo 

Nation site in Arizona. Our team is also actively 

involved in our community and at St. Mark's. 

Youth serve as leaders of our monthly evening 

prayer service, as acolytes and greeters, 

participate in our music programs and new video 

program, and more. With your donation we can 

continue to focus on these great activities. You 

will see the youth out on the patio the next few 

Sundays taking butter braid and pot pie orders and 

handing out information on becoming a 

Sponsoring Partner. Your partnership is very 

much appreciated!  

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Palm/Passion Sunday - March 29 - 9:30 

a.m. - A celebration with the procession of palms, 

brass, bells, and youth and leaders of Rolling Hills 

Christian Church.  

Holy Thursday - April 2 - 7:00 p.m. - 

Commemorating the Last Supper, concluding 

with the Service of Tenebrae (increasing 

darkness) and draping of the cross. 

Good Friday - April 3 - 12:00 noon - A 

meditation on the crucifixion, followed by a time 

of personal prayer at the Stations of the Cross. 

Easter- April 5 - 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. - 

A joyous celebration, with choirs, brass, bells, 

timpani, and our traditional singing of the 

"Hallelujah Chorus." Communion will be served 

at 9:30 service. 

 

HUNGER WALK: APRIL 25 

 St. Mark’s will be walking, so come on 

out and join the fun.  If you aren’t interested in 

walking, you can financially support a walker.  

Stop by the church office for more information. 



SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2015  

8:30 A.M. Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 A.M. Church  

10:45 A.M. Joyful Noise/CR 

12:00 P.M. Tongan Fellowship Worship 
 

OUR PRESENCE  

 Church attendance on Sunday, March 22, 

was 185.  

ORDER EASTER LILIES 

Easter Sunday, April 5, the altar will be 

filled with Easter lilies.  If you would like to 

order a lovely lily, please be sure to place your 

order no later than Monday, March 30.  You 

will be able to take your plant home after the 9:30 

Easter morning service.  Cost is $7 per plant.  

FLOWER CROSS 

As tradition, St. Mark’s will be creating a 

beautiful flower cross again this year on Easter 

morning (April 5
th

, 8 and 9:30 a.m.).  Please help 

adorn the cross by bringing freshly cut flowers or 

greenery from your garden (or store) to be placed 

on the cross.  These items will be added to create 

a colorful flower cross. The decorated flower 

cross will be carried into the church during the 

processional and will be placed close to the altar.  

Volunteers will be present to assist you in placing 

your flowers in the cross.   

WAGON TRAIN LEAVES SUNDAY 

MORNING 

Wagons filled with new shoes leave the 

church for CCSA on 

Sunday morning. Sunday School children will 

bring dozens of pairs of shoes forward to be 

blessed at the alter then deliver them with 

skipping and shouting, as if giving to the Lord 

Himself in a palm-waving celebration.  (Matthew 

25:40) 

There is still time to bring a pair of shoes 

for Sunday's delivery, though the time is always 

right to give new shoes for children in need. Great 

cheers to the people of St. Mark's for our generous 

contributions of new shoes! 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room.  

Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary reading for this 

week: 

  Mark 11:1-11 

  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist 

Church, we made vows to commit ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our 

presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness.” 

Continued prayers: 

 

♥  Laura Griffin 

♥  Judy Edelblutte 

♥  Peggy Taylor 

♥  Kathy Martin 

♥  James Fullmer 

♥  Josie Christian 

♥  Scot Uppole 

♥  Loyd Scott 

♥  Carol Galante 

♥  Arlene Hess 

♥  Renae Pierce 

♥  Louis Hall 

♥  Alyce Peterson 

♥  Josephine Fortune 

♥  Nancy Deitzler 

♥  Jackie Delbaugh 

♥  Shirley Coffey 

♥  Dorothy Sage 

♥  Bill Horner 

♥  Lois Ramsey 

♥  Mitch Boyer  

♥  Ken Murphy 

♥  Sharon Kuessel 

♥  Deanna Marshall    
  

  …and our military personnel, including: 
  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon Dempster, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Daniel Ness, Army 

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is published weekly by St. Mark’s 

United Methodist Church, 3502 Clairemont Drive, San Diego CA 92117.  
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