
After Jesus, Paul is the most-

important person in the New 

Testament.   Some have  

suggested that he was more-

important than Jesus to the  

success of the Christian move-

ment.  Thirteen books of the  

Bible are attributed to him. 

But there’s a problem.  His  

writings have been used to  

justify slavery, anti-Semitism, 

the subjugation of women, and 

the condemnation of gays and 

lesbians.  If we say we believe in 

a gracious, just, and loving God, 

how do we come to terms with 

Paul?  Is he an “appealing” or 

“appalling” apostle? 

During Lent, Rev. Craig is lead-

ing a video-based discussion 

called “The Challenge of Paul” 

that challenges what we know 

a b o u t  t h e  P a u l  o f  

history and how we might make 

sense of and understand his  

writings. The discussion will 

meet in the New Room on Thurs-

days, March 22, and 29 from 1 to 

2:15 PM Resource guides are 

available in class. All are invited 

to attend! 

THE CHALLENGE OF PAUL 
VIDEO STUDY 

In Pastor’s Sunday School we  

study the lectionary texts which 

follow the church calendar.  It’s an 

informal study, always open to all, 

at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room, just 

behind the church office. 

 

Below are  the  lect ionary  

reading for this week: 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Mark 14:1-15:47 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Rev. Jeanette will lead this experi-

ence during lent  on Wednesdays, 

at 10 a.m. in the New Room. We 

will have a chance to learn various 

prayer methods as well as lift those 

prayers of joy and concern that 

come before our community at St. 

Mark's.  

WEEKLY PRAYER TIME 

The kids think it’s funny to 

have undies in the church  

office. It is funny, isn’t it! 

What would a stranger think 

walking into the office and 

looking at drawers stuffed with 

new britches? (We hope the 

stranger would giggle and ask 

why they’re there.) 

When children witness people 

sharing resources, they learn to 

share. Thank you, St. Mark’s 

friends and families for show-

ing them/us how to give. Even 

new underwear! There’s still 

time… 

*Please bring all donations to 

the church office by this  

Sunday, March 25. 

ST. MARK’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LENTEN  
GIVING PROJECT 

In a final thought (for now) about why visitors don’t return, the director 

of Lewis Center for Church Leadership, Washington, D.C., says this. 

“Even though a visitor isn’t likely to commit to church activities on day 

one, the fact is that many visitors are looking for ways to get involved. 

A visitor may be interested in making a difference in the community or 

some other form of outreach. Is there an outlet for this at your church?” 

Yes, for starters, how about giving a few hours each week to CCSA 

(Community Christian Service Agency)? It’s close to home and there’s 

plenty of help needed. In your casual conversation with visitors—when 

you invite them to Percolator Time—ask a guest what types of things 

get them excited where service is concerned. 

   Instead of Scripture this week, let’s close with a moving statement by 

civil rights leader Howard Thurman. “Don’t ask yourself what the 

world needs. Ask yourself what makes you come alive, and then go do 

that. Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” 

What if every one of us served in this capacity, and invited our guests 

to join us? 

There are numerous opportunities at St. Mark’s.  

Every year St. Mark's is adorned 

with beautiful lilies on Easter  

Sunday as people honor or  

remember a loved one. You have 

the opportunity to order your 

flowers beginning March 11 thru 

March 25.  The cost for the 

Easter lilies are $9 per plant. 

 Orders can be placed using the 

special plant order envelope 

found in the pews on Sunday 

morning or you can place your 

order in the church office. Orders 

must be received no later than 

Sunday, March 25. 

EASTER LILIES: 
PLACE YOUR ORDER 

LENTEN ART SHOW 
SPECIAL OFFERING 

On Saturday, March 31, St. Mark’s 

will be hosting the annual Easter 

Egg Hunt here on the church cam-

pus. There will be bunches of kids 

ranging from ages 1 and up, chas-

ing a rabbit and looking for 

brightly colored eggs. There will 

be lots of playful activities for 

kids, and plenty of picture perfect 

moments for moms, dads, grannies 

n’ gramps.  Invite all your friends, 

family, and neighbors to come and 

have some fun! 

In addition, St. Mark’s Inviting, 

Welcoming, and Engaging com-

mittee is asking for donations of 

goodies to put inside the Easter 

eggs. Please pick-up no nut, no-

chocolate, not hard, individually 

wrapped candy (you got all that?), 

stickers, erasers, tattoos, and other 

treasures, to be put in the eggs.  

All donations should be dropped 

off in the church office by March 

27. The Easter eggs will be stuffed 

with goodies on March 28 by won-

derful volunteers at church from 

10-2 p.m. 

EASTER EGG-CITMENT IN IS 
THE AIR 

St. Mark’s is proud to have  

another wonderful Lenten Art 

Show on the wall for all to en-

joy.  The entry fees cover about 

half of the show's expenses. If 

you would like to see these 

shows continue, please make a 

contribution using the envelope 

included in this Sunday’s 

church bulletin. Please make 

you check out to St. Mark's and 

place "Lenten Art Show" on 

the memo line of your check.  

And be sure to take a moment 

and enjoy all the wonderful art 

in the show. Remember a per-

centage of any art sold in the 

show is given to St. Mark’s. So 

purchasing art is another way to 

support the show! 

LENTEN LESSON #4:  NO MINISTRIES 

By Karen Scanlon 

Palm/Passion Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Holy Thursday 6:30 p.m., a service of communion remembering 

the Last Supper which will move into Tenebrae, the service of 

growing darkness. 

Good Friday, 1 p.m., a service of quiet meditation on the cruci-

fixion. 

Easter, 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., a celebration of the resurrection 

with brass, bells, choir, and holy communion. 



Sunday, March 25  

9:30AM Worship 

Rev. Craig Dorval 

Mark 11:1-11           

Mark 14:12-16 

The Passover Meal 

 

Child Care, Rooms 1&2 

 
NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

March 20, 2018 

3502 CLAIREMONT DRIVE, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117  

Dear Friends, 

The excitement gets greater every day!  

A new leader is coming to bring us free-

dom and prosperity—a prophet, teacher, 

and healer.  Jesus is coming to Jerusa-

lem on Sunday! 

This Sunday is Palm Sunday, when we 

celebrate with excitement and anticipa-

tion who Jesus is and what he is teach-

ing!   We will again have students and 

leaders from Rolling Hills Christian 

Church with us.  Rolling Hills Church is 

in El Dorado Hills, east of Sacramento, 

and each Holy Week they bring a large 

group to do a week-long mission in 

Mexico.  They arrive on Saturday, when 

we prepare a meal and hospitality for 

their overnight stay with us. 

Kris Nieder is leading the effort to host 

dinner for them on Saturday night.  If 

you’d like to help or simply welcome 

them, come by the church any time after 

5 on Saturday.   A big thanks to Bill 

Williams for his very generous help 

with their facility needs.  And to Debbie 

Bell, who is responsible for Rolling 

Hills deciding to stay with us for the last 

eight Palm Sundays. 

There will be more than 250 guests with 

us—it has become a joy and a welcome 

tradition to have them with us at St. 

Mark’s as Holy Week begins.  The 

quality of Rolling Hills leadership and 

the grace of their youth is an inspiring 

way to start the most-important week in 

the church year.  I hope you’ll make 

plans to be here on this very special 

Sunday, and invite your family and 

friends! 

During all of Holy Week, your gener-

ous invitation and welcome makes all 

the difference.  Remember that we  

invite our guests to come as they are, 

not as we are.  Their comfort and needs 

are our priority. 

 

Here is a list of our services and activities 

during the coming week: 

Palm/Passion Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Holy Thursday 6:30 p.m., a  

service of communion remem-

bering the Last Supper which 

will move into Tenebrae, the 

service of growing darkness. 

Good Friday, 1 p.m., a service 

of quiet meditation on the cruci-

fixion. 

Saturday, 9 a.m., Easter Egg 

Hunt and fun activities for kids. 

Easter, 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., a 

celebration of the resurrection 

with brass, bells, choir, and holy 

communion. 

Palms, fabric, and flowers are being  

prepared.  Musicians are arranging,  

practicing, and practicing some more.  

Services are being prepared and the 

church is being cleaned--we are getting 

ready! 

This is the time to prepare our hearts to 

invite and receive guests, on Palm  

Sunday morning, through Holy Week to 

Easter.  Some will be new to us, others 

will be those we haven’t seen for a while.   

The more inviting and welcoming each of 

us can be, the more-vital St. Mark’s will 

become. 

I am so inspired by how the people of St. 

Mark’s so consistently reach out to those 

around them with authenticity and grace.  

This is the spirit of mission at work.  And 

it is a living embodiment of the gospel  

message. 

We are getting ready!  See you in church! 

Craig 

St. Mark’s Messenger 

Rev. Craig Dorval 

Senior Minister 

Sunday, March 18: 161 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

 

♥  Don Hess 

♥  Marion Deitzler 

♥  Shirley Jennings 

♥  Sharon Kuessel 

♥  Audrey Derwin 

♥  Tammy Christian 

♥  Rober Peters 

♥  Barbara Workman 

♥  Stephanie Ignacio 

♥  Lloyd Scot 

♥  Tricia Martin 

 

 our military personnel: 

 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 

8:30AM    Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30AM    Church/Sanc 

10:45AM  Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00PM  Tongan Fellowship/Sanc  

Monday, March 26, 2018 

6:00PM    Carillon Bells Rehearsal/SH 

6:45PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 

6:00PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

7:30PM    Board of Trustees Meeting/Lib 

Wednesday, March 28, 2018 

10:00AM  Weekly Prayer/NR 

12:00PM   Egg Hunt Prep/NR 

3:30PM     UMW Leadership Meeting/Lib 

5:00PM     Peace Ringers Rehearsal/SH 

5:30PM     Weekly Bible Study/NR 

6:00PM     Glory Ringers Rehearsal/SH 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 
1:00PM     Book Study/NR 

4:15PM    Children’s Choir Rehearsal/CR 

5:20PM    Children’s Chimes Rehearsal/SH 

7:00PM    Choir Rehearsal/CR 

                 Boy Scouts/SH 

7:15PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Saturday, March 31, 2018 
9:00AM   Easter Egg Hunt Event 

1:00PM    Lenten Art Show/Sanc 

Sunday, April 1, 2018 

8:00AM    Easter Service/Sanc 

8:30AM    Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30AM    Easter Service/Sanc 

 

CR=Choir Room Sanc=Sanctuary 

Lib=Library SH=Social Hall 

NR=New Room 
 

*If you have any questions  about or 

would like to add an event to the 

church calendar, please contact the 

church office at 858-273-1480 ext.10 

or smumcsdoffice@gmail.com. 
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You are invited to participate 

in the St Mark's prayer chain 

via email. Prayer requests will 

be sent to you via an email 

account you provide; you will 

not be asked to do anything 

other than offer your private 

prayers for requests you re-

ceive. To participate, please 

email Donna Newby: 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

858-273-1480 

Missed Sunday’s sermon? You 

can watch Sunday morning  

sermons on video via St. 

Mark’s website: stmark-

sumcsd.org/sermons. They 

can also be found on St. 

Mark’s YouTube channel: 

stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

NEVER MISS A SERMON 

HUNGER WALK 2018 

Everyone is invited to the Social 

Hall on April 8th at 11AM.  

There will be a 15 Minute 

PowerPoint presentation on the 

History of Clairemont and Bay 

Park featuring over 70 slides. 

This includes St Marks. If you 

have some memorable pictures 

of St Marks and Clairemont 

please email them to: Jack-

cfaia@gmail.com and we will 

include them in the presentation. 

Judy Edelblute has located a 

photo of the first home of St 

Marks in the old airport building. 

She also sent a picture of the 

Sanctuary under construction. 

Please come and share your 

memories of St Marks and our 

Community  

The Hunger Walk is one of 

largest fundraisers for Commu-

nity Christian Service Agency. 

It is important because it  

continues to provide the fund-

ing necessary to take care of 

those in need with in our com-

munities in San Diego. For 

more information about regis-

t r a t i o n  v i s i t :  h t t p : / /

www.ccsasandiego.org/special-

events/hunger-walk. 

HISTORY OF CLAIREMONT 

St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is pub-

lished weekly by St. Mark’s United Methodist 

Church, 3502 Clairemont Drive, San Diego CA 

92117.  Periodicals Postage paid at San Diego, 

CA POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

St. Mark’s Messenger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, 

S.D., CA 92117 

On Sunday, April 1, Easter 

morning, at both the 8 and 

9:30AM morning services all 

are invite to help decorate a 

wooden cross with flowers and 

greenery as a way to symbolize 

new life. Please mark your cal-

endars and remember to bring 

your flowers to continue this 

beautiful tradition of recogniz-

ing new life and beauty.   

EASTER FLOWER CROSS 

Keeping In Touch 


