
After Jesus, Paul is the most-

important person in the New Testa-

ment.  Some have suggested that he 

was more-important than Jesus to 

the success of the Christian move-

ment.  Thirteen books of the Bible 

are attributed to him. 

But there’s a problem.  His writings 

have been used to justify slavery, 

anti-Semitism, the subjugation of 

women, and the condemnation of 

gays and lesbians.  If we say we 

believe in a gracious, just, and lov-

ing God, how do we come to terms 

with Paul?  Is he an “appealing” or 

“appalling” apostle? 

During Lent, Rev. Craig is leading a 

video-based discussion called “The 

Challenge of Paul” that challenges 

what we know about the Paul of  

history and how we might make 

sense of and understand his  

writings. The discussion will meet 

in the New Room on Thursdays, 

March 22, and 29 from 1 to 2:15 

PM Resource guides are available 

in class. All are invited to attend! 

THE CHALLENGE OF PAUL 
VIDEO STUDY 

In Pastor’s Sunday School we  

study the lectionary texts which 

follow the church calendar.  It’s an 

informal study, always open to all, 

at 8:30 a.m. in the New Room, just 

behind the church office. 

 

Below are  the  lect ionary  

reading for this week: 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-12 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-38 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LENTEN LESSON #3:   
THE VULTURE SYNDROME 

Last Sunday morning four 

young Constable girls each 

placed a package of new 

undies at the drop-off drawers 

in the church office. Mom and 

Dad stood nearby insisting 

each child was involved.  

Children learn to give when 

they are taught to. What a 

lovely example. 

Many of you have placed gifts 

in the drawers. Thank you. The 

pile is growing and we are  

excited to share the new under-

wear  wi th  Communi ty  

Christian Service Agency. 

Sunday School kids will  

deliver the Lenten gifts by 

wagon the Sunday after Easter 

so you still have time to shop! 

ST. MARK’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LENTEN  
GIVING PROJECT 

Kind of a goofy term, the  

vulture syndrome, but the  

director of the Lewis Center, in 

our on-going chats about why 

visitors don’t return, notes the 

following. “Sometimes, when 

visiting a congregation, it feels 

like vultures are waiting to 

pounce as soon as we arrive.” 

I think I have a bit of vulture in 

me. A couple years ago one of 

our fine greeters, Marie, intro-

duced me to a family of four 

visiting St. Mark’s for the first 

time. Mom, Dad, and two 

young children. I was happy to 

take them to the courtyard and 

help them find coffee and treats 

for the kids. But I didn’t stop 

there. I wanted to show them all 

of our wonderful campus, and I 

kinda did. A preschool, and we 

went inside a room. A social 

hall and I mentioned some of 

the activities we enjoy in that 

space. We walked under the 

breezeway, me chattering about 

the wonders of us. It might have 

been too much ‘vulture-ing’. I 

fretted all that day, and many 

times since, that I had overdone, 

but I learned a very important 

lesson. 

As noted in last week’s Lenten 

Lesson, a simple hello, an intro-

duction to a few friends at  

Percolator Time ought to be 

enough for a start. And a  

personal invitation to come 

back again. No swooping! 

Let’s just hope there was an an-

gel in that group of four and I’m 

off the hook. Hebrews 13:2 

By Karen Scanlon 
Every year St. Mark's is adorned 

with beautiful lilies on Easter  

Sunday as people honor or  

remember a loved one. You have 

the opportunity to order your 

flowers beginning March 11 thru 

March 25.  The cost for the 

Easter lilies are $9 per plant. 

 Orders can be placed using the 

special plant order envelope 

found in the pews on Sunday 

morning or you can place your 

order in the church office. Orders 

must be received no later than 

Sunday, March 25. 

EASTER LILIES: 
PLACE YOUR ORDER 

BILL MAYS IN CONCERT 
THIS SUNDAY AT 4:30PM 

St. Mark’s Concert Series is  

excited to host Pianist Bill 

Mays in concert this Sunday, 

March 18, at 4:30PM. Bill 

Mays is a prolific composer 

and arranger and has had a ca-

reer as a professional musician 

spanning the last 55 years. 

Mays will feature a variety of 

jazz arrangements.  Joining 

Mays for an ending finale will 

be bassist Bob Magnusson 

playing Bob's classic Revela-

tion 21:4. Following the con-

cert, a reception will be held in 

the Social Hall to meet and 

greet Bill Mays and Bob Mag-

nusson. All are invited and 

please bring a friend! 

"It is easier to build strong  

children than to repair  

broken men"   

Frederick Douglass 

For 17 years Boys To Men Men-

toring has had the privilege of 

mentoring thousands of wonder-

ful young men at the beginning of 

their journey to manhood. We 

have heard boys moving stories of 

courage and hope. We have seen 

the devastating impact divorce 

and absent fathers can have on a 

boys spirit. We have witnessed 

boys overcome incredible odds, 

and become loving fathers, hus-

bands and good men. We have 

grieved the tragedy of good boys 

lost to gang violence, suicide and 

drug abuse. We know that every 

boy wants to be a good man, they 

just need men to show them the 

way. We know that all it takes to 

change a boy’s life, is a few good 

men, who show up and care. 

Every boy deserves this! We are 

those men, and we are committed 

to help boys become the best men 

they can be. Please partner with 

us on our journey of Hope.  

Please come and meet Craig 

McClain the Co-Founder of Boys 

to Men on Sunday March 18, 

11AM in the Social Hall for an 

inspirational presentation.  

BOYS TO MEN MENTORING 
COMES TO ST. MARK’S 
THIS SUNDAY AT 11AM 

LENTEN ART SHOW 
SPECIAL OFFERING 

St. Mark’s is proud to have  

another wonderful Lenten Art 

Show on the wall for all to enjoy.  

The entry fees cover about half of 

the show's expenses. If you would 

like to see these shows continue, 

please make a contribution using 

the envelope included in this 

week’s newsletter. There will also 

be an opportunity to make a fi-

nancial contribution on Sunday, 

March 18 and March 25 using a 

special envelope that will be  

included in the church bulletin. 

Please make you check out to St. 

Mark's and place "Lenten Art 

Show" on the memo line of your 

check.  And be sure to take a mo-

ment and enjoy all the wonderful 

art in the show. Remember a per-

centage of any art sold in the 

show is given to St. Mark’s. So 

purchasing art is another way to 

support the show! 

St. Mark’s Inviting, Welcoming, 

and Engaging  Committee is  

asking for donations of goodies to 

put inside Easter eggs for the  

annual St. Mark’s Easter Egg 

Hunt, Saturday, March 31. Please 

pick-up no nut, no chocolate, not 

hard, individually wrapped candy 

(you got all that?), stickers,  

erasers, tattoos, and other treas-

ures, and deliver them to the 

church office before March 28 

when all the egg-citing egg-

stuffing begins.   

EASTER GOODIES NEEDED 

 



Sunday, March 18   

9:30AM Worship 

Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 

           

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

John 12:20-33 

Glorified? 

Child Care, Rooms 1&2 

Keeping In Touch 

 
NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

March 14, 2018 

3502 CLAIREMONT DRIVE, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117  

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to Daylight Savings Time.  

For some people losing one hour of 

sleep is hard.  I’ll admit, it takes me 

about three days to get my bearings 

waking to darker mornings and having 

lighter nights. Hopefully by the time 

you read this I’ll be adjusted to a new 

normal, at least until October. 

Speaking of time, we are now just a  

little over two weeks until Easter.  There 

are lot of things happening at St. Mark’s 

between now and Easter Sunday on 

April 1. (No fooling.)  Two things that 

are especially joyful in our Easter  

Sunday service are the flowers that 

adorn our altar and our Easter cross.  

Altar lilies can be purchased for $9 each 

to honor or remember a loved one, and 

then be taken home after the 9:30  

Service.  Fresh cut flowers and greenery 

can also be brought to both services (8 

and 9:30) to decorate our Easter cross. 

The schedule below can help to make 

sure you don’t miss an opportunity to 

share in the many things St. Mark’s is 

hosting.  You are invited to join us in all 

these exciting events and bring your 

family and friends too.  You know what 

they say, “The more the merrier!” 

Saturday, March 17, 10AM - 4PM  

Quilt Show and Craft Faire. Come enjoy 

the creative handiwork of various  

people and enjoy food from a St.  

Patrick’s Day menu.  $5 admission fee. 

Sunday, March 18 at 4:30PM   

Free Concert.  Pianist Bill Mays’ career 

as a professional musician spans 55-

years and includes a multitude of musi-

cal endeavors. Mays will feature a vari-

ety of jazz arrangements 

 

Saturday, March 24 at 5PM  

Rolling Hills Christian Church begins 

arriving for dinner and an overnight stay 

before their mission work in Baja, Mex-

ico. St. Mark’s has been hosting this 

growing group for 15 years.  Last year 

there were over 275 guests. Cookie dona-

tions for their dessert are requested.  

Please bring them to the Social Hall  

Friday, 9AM–3PM or Saturday between 

4-5 PM. 

Sunday, March 25 at 9:30AM   

Palm Sunday Service and blessing of the  

Children’s Lenten Underwear Collection 

for CCSA.  We are collecting new under-

wear for all sizes and genders. 

Thursday, March 29 at 6:30PM   

Holy Thursday Tenebrae Service with 

Holy Communion 

Friday, March 30 at 1PM  

Good Friday Service with time for silent 

meditation 

Saturday, March 31 at 9AM   

Community Easter Egg Hunt for children 

ages 0  to 12.  Yes, the Easter Bunny will 

be  too! 

Sunday, April 1 – Easter Sunday!   

We will celebrate with two services, 8 

and 9:30AM and include the Congrega-

tion singing of the Hallelujah Chorus 

from Handel’s Messiah, accompanied by  

Organ, Brass, Timpani, and Chancel 

Choir.  Everyone is invited to come  

forward to sing with the choir. 

St. Mark’s Messenger 

Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 

Associate Minister 

Sunday, March 11: 143 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

 

♥  Family and Friends of 

    Jack Stringer  

♥  Sharon Kuessel 

♥  Tammy Christian 

♥  Rober Peters 

♥  Stephen Johannesen 

♥  Barbara Workman 

♥  Stephanie Ignacio 

♥  Lloyd Scot 

♥  Tricia Martin 

 

 our military personnel: 

 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  
  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Casper Stalnaker, Navy 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

8:30AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30AM   Church/Sanc 

11:00AM  Boys to Men Presentation/SH 

12:00PM  Tongan Fellowship/Sanc  

Monday, March 19, 2018 

4:30 PM  CCSA Board Meeting/CR 

6:00PM    Carillon Bells Rehearsal/SH 

6:45PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

4:00PM    Education Meeting/Lib 

6:00PM    AA Meeting/RM 9 

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

10:00AM  Weekly Prayer/NR 

5:00PM    Peace Ringers Rehearsal/SH 

5:30PM    Weekly Bible Study/NR 

6:00PM    Glory Ringers Rehearsal/SH 

7:00PM    Mindfulness - Youth/RM 10 

                 Stress Busters - Youth//RM 9 

Thursday, March 22, 2018 
1:00PM    Book Study/NR 

4:15PM   Children’s Choir Rehearsal/CR 

5:20PM   Children’s Chimes Rehearsal/SH 

7:00PM   Choir Rehearsal/CR 

                Boy Scouts/SH 

7:15PM   AA Meeting/RM 9 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
1:00PM    Lenten Art Show/Sanc 

5:00PM    Rolling Hills Dinner/SH 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 

8:30AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30AM   Church/Sanc 

10:45AM  Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00PM  Tongan Fellowship/Sanc  

 

CR=Choir Room Sanc=Sanctuary 

Lib=Library SH=Social Hall 

NR=New Room 
 

*If you have any questions  about or 

would like to add an event to the 

Vol. 45: Issue 11 

You are invited to participate 

in the St Mark's prayer chain 

via email. Prayer requests will 

be sent to you via an email 

account you provide; you will 

not be asked to do anything 

other than offer your private 

prayers for requests you re-

ceive. To participate, please 

email Donna Newby: 

donewby@san.rr.com. 

858-273-1480 

Missed Sunday’s sermon? You 

can watch Sunday morning  

sermons on video via St. 

Mark’s website: stmark-

sumcsd.org/sermons. They 

can also be found on St. 

Mark’s YouTube channel: 

stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

NEVER MISS A SERMON 

HUNGER WALK 2018 

Everyone is invited to the Social 

Hall on April 8th at 11AM.  

There will be a 15 Minute 

PowerPoint presentation on the 

History of Clairemont and Bay 

Park featuring over 70 slides. 

This includes St Marks. If you 

have some memorable pictures 

of St Marks and Clairemont 

please email them to: Jack-

cfaia@gmail.com and we will 

include them in the presentation. 

Judy Edelblute has located a 

photo of the first home of St 

Marks in the old airport building. 

She also sent a picture of the 

Sanctuary under construction. 

Please come and share your 

memories of St Marks and our 

Community  

The Hunger Walk is one of 

largest fundraisers for Commu-

nity Christian Service Agency. 

It is important because it  

continues to provide the fund-

ing necessary to take care of 

those in need with in our com-

munities in San Diego. For 

more information about regis-

t r a t i o n  v i s i t :  h t t p : / /

www.ccsasandiego.org/special-

events/hunger-walk. 

HISTORY OF CLAIREMONT 

St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is pub-

lished weekly by St. Mark’s United Methodist 

Church, 3502 Clairemont Drive, San Diego CA 

92117.  Periodicals Postage paid at San Diego, 

CA POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

St. Mark’s Messenger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, 

S.D., CA 92117 

On Sunday, April 1, Easter 

morning, at both the 8 and 

9:30AM morning services all 

are invite to help decorate a 

wooden cross with flowers and 

greenery as a way to symbolize 

new life. Please mark your cal-

endars and remember to bring 

your flowers to continue this 

beautiful tradition of recogniz-

ing new life and beauty.   

EASTER FLOWER CROSS 


