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Words of meditation     “The way of Love will show us the right thing 
to do, every single time.”                    Bishop Michael Curry, Love Is the Way 
 
Prelude  Prelude on “When Jesus Came to Jordan”   Johann Pachelbel  
 

Welcome and Announcements                                   Rev. Darin Arntson 
 
Call to Worship 
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made. 
All : Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
     
Opening Hymn           Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above  

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,  
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation.  
With healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless mur-
mur stilled:  
To God all praise and glory.  
 
The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, 
an ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing.  
As with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen 
band:  
To God all praise and glory.  
 
Thus, all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises,  
that earth may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied  
raises. Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body  
bear your part:  
To God all praise and glory.  
 
Let all who name Christ’s holy name give God all praise and 
glory;  
let all who own his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story!  
Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and 
Christ alone:  
To God all praise and glory.  
      

Call to Confession                                                   Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
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Prayer of Confession  
God of mercy, we begin this Lenten season in confession.  
We do not live according to your ways, but according to 
our own.  
We condone violence, participate in systems of injustice,  
   and use power to our own advantage at the expense of 
others.  
Forgive us, we pray,  
   when we are tempted to follow paths other than those 
you set before us.  
Teach us your commandments;  
   help us to turn from evil in its many guises,  
   and turn us toward your kingdom drawing near.  
In covenant love, remember us, we pray,  
   and be for us, once more and always, an ark of safety 
and new life.  
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
 

Words of Assurance  
 
Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen. 

 
Children’s Time                                          Amanda Grimm-Schmidtt                 
 
Anthem           A Kyrie for Our Time  
 
Old Testament Reading          Genesis 9:8-17 
 
Gospel Reading                        Mark 1:9-15 
 
Sermon         The Good News: God’s Covenant of Love           Rev. Darin 
 
Call to Prayer            Come Down, O Love Divine  

Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,  
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,  
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.  
 
O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn to  
dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  
and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,  
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.  
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The Pastoral Prayer                                            Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
 
Time of Silence  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
Invitation to Christian Stewardship                  Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 

 
Offertory                                  Our Father                                   J.S. Bach 

 
Doxology                     Maker, in Whom We Live  

Maker, in whom we live, in whom we are and move,  
the glory, power, and praise receive for thy creating love.  
Let all the angel throng give thanks to God on high,  
while earth repeats the joyful song and echoes to the sky.  

 
Prayer of Dedication                                         Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
 God of steadfast love and faithfulness,  

   we are humbled as we try to do what is right and to walk 
in your ways.  
Receive, we ask, these offerings,  
   and use them for your own good purposes in the church 
and in all creation.  
We pray in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn          Come Let Us Use the Grace Divine  

 
Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord,  
in a perpetual cov’nant join ourselves to Christ the Lord;  
give up ourselves, thru Jesus’ pow’r, his name to glorify;  
and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die.  
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The cov’nant we this moment make be ever kept in mind;  
we will no more our God forsake, or cast these words be-
hind.  
 
We never will throw off the fear of God who hears our vow;  
and if thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us 
now.  
 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive,  
present with thy celestial host the peaceful answer give;  
to each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins away,  
and register our names on high and keep us till that day! 

 
Benediction                          Rev. Darin Arntson 
 
Benediction Response         Lead Me, Guide Me  

Lead me, guide me, along the way,  
for if you lead me, I cannot stray.  
Lord, let me walk, each day with thee.  
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  

 
Postlude                Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley       Francis Jackson 
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