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DEAR FRIENDS OF ST. MARK’S, 
 

Still have the Christmas Spirit?  We are deep into the twelve days of Christmas, which continue 

through Epiphany on January 6, which is actually the thirteenth day if you count Christmas as the first 

day of Christmas.  Epiphany is a festival day when we celebrate the arrival of the magi in Bethlehem.  It's 

when the whole world got the news that Jesus was born. 

 

As we now understand and accept, many Christmas practices came out of other traditions.  

Sometimes from liturgical considerations, but more-often from simple calendar convenience, government 

edict, or because they were fun, Christianity absorbed and adapted a variety of practices, such as those 

related to the winter solstice.   

 

In our world, Christmas is over.  All the half-price Christmas merchandise in the store is looking 

pretty picked over.  Right about now is when we look at the Christmas tree and say, "I guess we can keep 

it up for a few more days."  Someone told me last week about the year their Christmas tree stayed up the 

entire year.  Has this happened to you? 

 

It's not a bad idea, really.  I mean, we do lament the passing of the Christmas Spirit when the 

holiday ends.  If keeping the tree up in any way keeps us mindful of the Christmas Spirit, that's a good 

thing. 

 

Culturally there is great resistance to remembering Christmas beyond the day itself.  All the carols 

just stop.  (Of course, in some cases the carols started two months ago.  This brings up the necessity of 

restoring sanity.)  Try this: say "Merry Christmas" to everyone you meet today.  See how that goes. 

 

People may think you're odd, or a little crazy.   

 

But that's really the point, isn't it? 

 

See you in church!  We will continue our Christmas celebration with a potluck lunch afterward.  

The magi have been invited.  If you can, bring a dish to share, or a few dollars to contribute.  Whatever 

the case, plan to be here! 

 

Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2018 

8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week: 

  Genesis 1:1-5 

  Psalm 29 

  Acts 19:1-7 

  Mark 1:4-11 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS UPDATES 

By Jack Carpenter 

Well thanks to the dogged determination 

of our Bob Colbourn, the Education stair was 

started during the school’s Christmas break. I say 

start as it is our hope that it will be finished by the 

time school starts again after winter break. Keep 

your fingers crossed. 

We received a first concept from the 

Landscape Architect for the campus redesign of 

plants and irrigation. We eventually plan to show 

Church Council and interested parties the plans 

for comments. The office air conditioning and 

heating has been installed. The new glass in the 

Social Hall French doors has been installed. 

St Mark’s campus will be looking good in 

2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 Attendance on Sunday, December 31, was 

137. 

MEALS FOR TEENS AT STOREFRONT 

 St. Mark’s provides dinner on the fourth 

Monday of each month to Storefront, which 

supports homeless youth in the Hillcrest area.  A 

meal is delivered to Storefront at 6 p.m. and the 

group delivering the meal can choose to stay and 

eat with the people there or set out the meal and 

leave.  The sign-up sheet is on the announcement 

board in the church office.  When signing up 

please be sure to provide the name of persons or 

group delivering the meal as well as a contact 

phone number.  please contact Hope Coleman at 

619-275-0603 for more information. 

 2018 Storefront dates are: 

 January 22  February 26 

 March 26  April 23 

 May 28  June 25 

 July 23   August 27 

 September 24  October 22 

 November 26  December 24 

 

POTLUCK THIS SUNDAY 

Let's celebrate the manifestation of Christ 

to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi with a 

good old-fashioned Methodist potluck. Join the 

St. Mark's congregation this Epiphany Sunday, 

January 7,  right after church. 

Here's the division of contributions toward 

our fun, if you would, please: Family last names  

beginning with letters A through G, please bring 

a main dish. Letters H through N, a dessert. 

And, O through Z, a salad, mmm!   

Everyone is welcome at this festive 

occasion. Enjoy a presentation by the Magi, their 

entourage, and our favorite camel. Eat and be 

merry, all of us. 

  

THINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK: MINDFUL 

COMMUNICATION FOR TWEENS AND 

TEENS 

All 6th-12th graders are invited to a free 

five-week course introducing mindful 

communication skills for stronger, calmer 

connections with family and friends. Classes are 

Wednesdays, from 6-7:30 p.m., January 17-

February 14, in Rms. 9 and 10 at St. Mark's. 

Please register with Kris Nieder at 

Kris@StMarksUMCSD.org or by calling the 

church office at 858-273-1480..  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT 

From Proud Grandparents: Susan and 

Ken Holko!!! He's here!! Warner Marty Valeron 

arrived December 29 at 6:51 a.m., weighing 6 lbs 

15 oz, and 19 inches long. Parents are Sarah 

(Holko) and Justin Valeron.  

 

HABITAT BUILD: FEBRUARY 9 & 10 

The UMC Churches of the South District 

are partnering with Habitat for Humanity for a 2-

day build and fundraiser. All churches are invited 

to participate in this connectional opportunity 

to serve those in need in San Diego. More 

information is available in the church office. 

  

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR JANUARY 2018 

College scholarship applications are 

available now in the church office. Please 

complete and return your scholarship 

applications soon. The deadline for scholarship 

applications has been extended to January 14.  

The committee will meet in January to 

award scholarships for the 2018 year.  

  

A THANK YOU FROM JUSTIN DIPROFIO 

Dear Bethlehem Market Volunteers, 

Thank you so much for your time. The 

Bethlehem Market was very successful and 

added to the overall festivity of the night. When I 

had the idea for the Bethlehem Market I was met 

with so much support and willingness to help out 

which is what made this event possible. Thank 

you to Karen Scanlon and Sherry Miller for your 

ceaseless support. Thank you to everyone who 

volunteered at the booths. Thank you to Roger 

Shogan, Tricia Elliott, Ryan Shogan, Michael 

Heston, and Sufi Karien, for their incredible 

support for the dinner. We raised $650 for our 

summer mission trip.  

 

CHURCH OFFICE  

 The church office will be closed on 

Monday, January 15 in observance of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. holiday.  The office will re-open 

Tuesday, January 16. 

 

JANUARY CONCERT 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 

Choir will sing a concert in our St. Mark's 

sanctuary on Sunday, January 14, 4:30 p.m. The 

choir carries on the tradition of music that played 

an important role in America's Civil Rights 

Movement. Through their talents the choir fulfills 

their mission to raise funds for educational grants 

to give to San Diego County high school seniors 

pursuing a college degree in visual or performing 

arts. 

Following the concert a reception will be 

held in the fellowship hall to meet and greet 

members of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Community Choir. Please invite your family, 

friends and neighbors. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United 

Methodist Church, we made a commitment to 

ourselves to support the Church by “our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness.”   Please keep the following people 

and their loved ones in prayer: 

♥  Diana Starnes & Family 

♥  The Tizzard Family 

♥  Ken Murphy 

♥  Manual Guevara 

♥  Al Johannesen  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes  

♥  Jackie Chamberlain 

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Gordon & Tricia Martin  

     and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
  



THANK YOU FROM COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN SERVICE AGENCY
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