
February 16, 2021 

This week we begin the Christian season of Lent. You may know it as the 
season when you give up chocolate, or alcohol, or (if you’re brave) Girl 
Scout cookies, but historically the season has little to do with a limited  
sugar intake, and more to do with disciplining ourselves to seek God and 
God’s will. 
 
Ash Wednesday begins our journey of forty days (not including Sundays), 
remembering the journey Jesus took into Jerusalem where his  
uncompromising witness of God’s love would ultimately lead to his  
death… but also his resurrection. Traditionally, this season is one in which 
Christians fast, and pray, and seek reconciliation with God and the Church 
in preparation for Easter. It is a time set apart for repentance—for  
confessing and turning away from those things that prevent or hinder us 
from choosing to love God and our neighbor (If that’s sugar, it may just be a 
good time to give it up!) 
 
This year, we are providing several opportunities to engage together in the 
intention of the season-- to turn away from all else and “Choose Love.” You 
might engage in daily devotional practices and reflection prompts on our 
social media accounts or the attached calendar. You might join in reading 
the book Love Is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times, by  
Bishop Michael Curry. You might join other church members in a time of 
discussion on Sunday after worship (10:30am) or Wednesday evenings 
(6:30pm, beginning 2/24) via Zoom to explore more deeply the themes and 
scriptures of this season. Children, too, will have Sunday School each week 
with opportunities to dive deeper into what it means to choose God’s love. 
 
We also invite you to join us in orienting our hearts for this journey in a 
short, outdoor service on Ash Wednesday at one of the following times: 
9:15am, 12 noon, 3pm, or 6pm. A recorded service will also be available on 
our website and Facebook at noon.  
 
I look forward to navigating this season together, as we turn our hearts and 
minds toward God’s call, and choose, again, to offer ourselves in love. 
 
May this be a holy Lent, 
Pastor Darin 
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Sunday, February 21, 2021 
9:30 a.m. Streaming on 

YouTube, on our  
Facebook page and at 

stmarksumcsd.org  

Outdoor Ash Wednesday Services 
 
February 17, 2021 – 9:15am, 12 noon, 3pm, 6pm 
Join us for a 10-minute service of prayer, scripture, and imposition of ashes, 
to remember and mark the beginning of this season of Lent together. 
Please park in the North Lot and gather on the grass in front of the  
sanctuary. Masks and physical distancing will be required. 



Service Opportunity – Money Counters Needed 
 

If you have an eye for detail, are good with a calculator, and have one Sunday morning each month 
to give back in service to the church, we are looking for you! Two volunteers each week are tasked 
with recording the donations given to the church, and coordinating their deposit at the bank. Full 
training and support provided. Please contact Millie McKibbin for more information:  
millicentmckibbin@outlook.com 
 

Choose Love: A Lenten Journey of Discipleship 
 

Lent is the season of forty days (not including Sundays) that we observe in preparation for Easter. 
This is traditionally a season in which Christians fast and pray, remembering all Jesus sacrificed to 
teach us to love.   
 

This year we will be focusing on the theme “Choose Love,” as it reminds us that there are many 
paths to choose from, but God calls us, especially, to choose the way of Love.  
 

To help guide our worship and discussion, we will turn to the book Love is the Way: Holding onto 
Hope in Troubling Times by Episcopal Bishop Michael Curry. Please let us know if you would like 
the church to purchase a copy for you for a $15 donation. It is also available in electronic (kindle) 
form.  
 

We will be offering two new opportunities via Zoom for discussion and reflection in this season:  
Sundays at 10:30 am, and Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. All adults and High School youth are welcome. 
You need not read the book to participate in the discussion.  
 

While We Are Waiting… 
 

As the distribution of vaccines grows more broadly throughout our city and congregation, so also 
does our hopeful anticipation of returning to church for worship and fellowship. As we navigate the 
obstacles of the tiered distribution for some groups ahead of others, and our call to full inclusion as 
one body, we encourage the following for those who will soon be protected and ready to safely be 
together again:  
 

(We recommend the following only for those who are two weeks beyond their second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccination. Please take caution to give the vaccine time to take effect.)  
 

 Host a worship watch-party at your house – Invite your vaccinated friends to join you on Sunday 
morning to share in worship together. Don’t forget coffee hour to follow! 

 Start a Lenten Book Study – invite your vaccinated friends to read Love Is the Way and gather 
for discussion at your home or a favorite local spot.  

 Begin a walking group – gather with your vaccinated friends to walk in one another’s neighbor-
hoods. Bonus: say hello to everyone you encounter and pray for those with whom we share this 
community! 

 Feast together – Begin a rotation of lunch or dinner parties among those who have been vac-
cinated. Better yet, make it a potluck and bring your favorite quarantine dishes! 

 Pray for those who remain at risk – It will be tempting to desire to return to a more normal, pre-
COVID life, once we, ourselves, are vaccinated. As you gather with friends and family, remember 
who cannot yet be present because they still await the security you enjoy.  



Welcoming New Members in Faith: Baptisms and New Member Reception 
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 

 

It is an ancient tradition of the Christian Church for new members of the faith to be welcomed and 
baptized on Easter Sunday. As a sign of our sustaining hope and vision for new life, we would like to 
invite those who wish to be baptized (or have children baptized) or to join the church in membership 
to do so in worship on Easter Sunday, April 4th.  
 

We intend to provide several options to accommodate families and the need for continued physical 
distancing if necessary.   
 

An informational gathering will be offered via Zoom on Sunday, February 28th at 4pm and another on 
Thursday, March 11th at 6pm. All who may be interested in membership or baptism are welcome to 
attend. No commitment is necessary to join the discussion.  

St. Mark's Lent and Easter 2021 
 
 
Wednesdays, Feb 24 – Mar 24 
 Pastor’s Bible Study @1PM via Zoom with  

Pastor Jeri  
 Adult and High School Youth Lenten Study on  
     Love is the Way @6:30PM via Zoom with Pastor Darin 
 
Sundays, Feb. 21 - March 28 
 Online Worship @9:30AM 
 Children’s Sunday School @10:30AM 
     for K-8th grade via Zoom 
 Adult Lenten Sunday School @10:30AM  
     via Zoom 
 
Monday, March 1 
 Zoom Communion Service at 7p.m. 
 
Sunday, March 7 
 Outdoor Communion Service @12 noon 
 
Thursday, April 1 Maundy Thursday 
 Tenebrae Service, Online @6:30PM 
 
Friday, April 2 
 Good Friday Meditation, Online, on your time 
 
Sunday, April 4 Easter Sunday Services 
 Sunrise Service at 6:30AM at South Clairemont  
     Park 
 Livestream Service at 9:30AM on Facebook/YouTube 



You are invited to participate in the St. Mark's prayer 
chain via email. Prayer requests will be sent to you via 
an email account you provide; you will not be asked  to 
do anything other than offer your private prayers for  
requests you receive.  

To participate, please email Carol Brown at  

carol.brown@cst.edu. 
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Next Weeks @ A Glance 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 
5:00PM    Finance Committee Meeting/Zoom 
7:00PM    Church Council Meeting/Zoom  
 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
Ash Wednesday Services  
 
Wednesday, February 17 & 24, 2021 
1:00PM     Pastor’s Bible School/Zoom 
 
Sunday, February 21 & 28 , 2021 
10:30AM Children’s Sunday School/Zoom 
10:30AM Adult Sunday School/Zoom 

Please keep all those in prayer who are  
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Our military personnel: 
  Brook Bossen, Coast Guard 

Kris Brendal, Army 
  Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Henry Hoadley, Navy 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Adam Shelar, Navy 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 
  Dylan Weitzman, Army 

In Our Prayers 

Pastor’s Bible School  
Wednesdays @ 1 p.m. 

 

Join Pastor Jeri or Pastor Darin on  
Wednesdays in February at 1 p.m. via Zoom 
as we explore the Lectionary Passages of the 
week. A Zoom link will be sent by email each 
Wed. a.m.  
 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 (Ash Wed.) 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or  Isaiah 58:1-12;  

Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10;  
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021  

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2,9-16;  
Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 

 

Note to On-Line Givers at St. Mark’s 
 

For our regular on-line givers set up for auto debit, a set 
of 2021 Envelopes are being  
delivered or mailed to you, to use for those “Special Giv-
ing Sundays” this upcoming year.  These can be mailed 
or dropped off in the mail slot at the church office front 
door.   
 
If you should ever want to make a “one time” automatic 
gift for a Special Donation it can be done for you, please 
contact Millie McKibbin at  619-407-0256 or  
Millicentmckibbin@outlook.com.  Thank you for your  
support!  

Sunday School, Tk - 8th 
10: 30AM/Zoom  Feb. 21 - Mar. 28 

 
We are offering a lent focused series leading up 
to Easter for elementary and middle school 
aged kids. Each meeting will last 45-60 minutes 
and will  include a hands on craft, game, short 
meditation, and sharing time.  
 
Kits for the crafts will be available for pick up or 
you can use your own supplies.  
 
Contact amanda@stmarksumcsd.org to sign 
up. 

In Loving Memory of: 
 

Dr. Fran Yeager  Fehlman, spouse of  
Rev. Robert Fehlman (former Minister of  

St. Mark’s) passed away on October 24, 2020.  
 

We give God thanks for sister Fran. Let us keep 
her family in our prayers.  


