Church Book Club Meeting
Fri. Dec. 7 at 10:00 a.m.
We are taking a lighter
tone for the month’s
selection: A Walk in the
Woods by Bill Bryson.
Join us for fellowship
even if you haven’t had a
chance to read the book.
The meeting is at Joy
Lewis’ house at 4904 Mt.
Hay Drive.

TNT Progressive Dinner:
Fri. Dec. 7 at 5:00 p.m.
Start with appetizers at 5:00 p.m. at the home of
Joan and Bill Williams, 4235 Tacoma Street, and
enjoy the main course down the line in the
Social Hall!

Holiday Parsonage Open House
In gratitude and celebration of the efforts made
by the St. Mark’s family to create a lovely home
for them, Rev. Lydia, James and Hugh
welcome you to visit on Sunday, Dec. 9 from
4:00-6:00 p.m. Christmas treats and yummy
drinks will be
plentiful along with
a Christmas
cookie decoration
table for kids. The
address of the
parsonage is 3536
Clairemont Drive.

A Gift for the Staff
During this holiday season the Pastor/Parish
Committee (PPRC) wishes to offer you the
opportunity to thank the hard working church
staff and ministers with a monetary gift. If you
would like to contribute to this gift from the
congregation, please give your donations to a
PPRC committee member or you may send it to
the church office. Please be sure to designate
your contribution as "staff gift”. PPRC members
are: Andy Guevara, Brad Cannon, Arlene
Dempster, Carol Brown, Kirk Hinkleman, Robin
Nuspl and Susan Holko. Thank you!

Still Accepting Gift Wrap
& Calendars
Please deliver your baskets for CCSA families to
the Social Hall on December 12.
SPECIAL REQUEST: If you have any 2019 calendars or Christmas wrapping paper, please leave it
in the church office labeled for Phyllis Drewett.
These will be shared with families as they pick up

Christmas Week:
Focus on Gratitude
This is a ferociously busy time of year, but the
heart of the Christmas season is a perfect time
to think deeply about what it means to be a
thankful people. How might we better understand the real power of grateful living, and
apply it to our life together?
Monday, Dec. 17 through Thursday, Dec. 20
from 1 to 2:15 p.m. in the New Room—Rev.
Craig will lead a searching daily conversation
about the meaning of gratitude, guided by
Diana Butler Bass’ book Grateful. Reading the
book is NOT required. Just come on by!

Living Nativity & Dinner:
The Stars Shall Be as Signs
We walk beneath a most glorious record each
night, unaware of the magnificent story written in
the stars of God’s creation. But on Christmas
night we are witness to the celestial event
revealed to the Prophet Daniel, interpreted by
the Magi, and meant for you and me. These are
the messages of this year’s Living Nativity on
Saturday, December 15 at 5:30 p.m.
All children everywhere are invited to participate
as shepherds and angels. Simply show up at the
church office by 5:00 on the evening of the
event. No rehearsal is necessary and costumes
are provided.
Dinner is catered by some of San Diego’s finest
chefs. Tickets for the dinner are by donation and
will be available on the patio this Sunday,
December 8. Suggested donations are $10 per
adults (13+) and $5 for children. All proceeds
support St. Mark’s Tijuana Build project.

Sunday School
Advent Giving Project
The Sunday School collection of infant goods has
begun. You will find a wooden cradle (not a manger) in the Narthex (not a stable) for placing your
infant gifts through the Advent season. These gifts
will go to Birthline, a non-profit agency a few
blocks north of the church that helps new mothers
with complex social problems.
Swaddling blankets, digital thermometers, diapers,
shampoo/lotion, small board books and hats are
needed. (Do remember that the 99-cent stores
carry these items). Thank you for intentionally
shopping for babies (not infant Jesus) - those he
would love forevermore.

Scholarships for January 2019
In 1979 a College Scholarship Fund was established at St. Mark's to aid students at our church
with some of the costs of an undergraduate or
graduate education. We are thankful for this fund
and would like to assist you. This year we are
awarding scholarships in January 2019. If you are
enrolled at a college or university for this school
year, St. Mark’s Scholarship forms are now
available in the church office.

Longest Night Service
Fri. Dec. 21 at 6:30 p.m.
St. Mark’s recognizes that
often during the holidays
there is grief or sorrow that
cannot be erased by carols
and parties. To help those
who need a quiet place to
sit, remember, and reflect
we offer the Longest Night
Service on the Winter
Solstice, Dec. 21. The
service begins at 6:30 p.m.
This is a service where people can come to
sit, pray, hum or sing quietly, and light
candles to acknowledge the darkness and
sadness that may be very close.

Interested in Becoming a Member
(or Wondering What It Means)?
Are you interested in becoming a member of
St. Mark's or just wondering what that even
means? Do you want to know more about the
United Methodist Church? Rev. Lydia will be
leading a four week class that will take place
after Sunday morning services in the month of
January. We will meet in the new room during
coffee hour. All are welcome to this class.

Eat & Play Youth Event at
Belmont Park a Success!

From Hope to Peace:
Family Advent Gathering Update
Sixty people gathered in our Social Hall for our
first Advent Family Gathering. Rev. Lydia led a
discussion on God's gift of hope.
This week, we'll discuss peace. What does peace
mean to you? We often link peace and quiet
together. Peace can also mean being in harmony
with one another. (And as the children showed us
on at our first gathering, peaceful play is not
always quiet!) Where do you find peace in your
life?

Did you enjoy the United Methodist Women's
(UMW) annual Thanksgiving potluck? Our
youth certainly did! (Thank you UMW!) After
the feast, our youth burned off those extra
calories playing for over six hours at Belmont
Park. Ten youth and one little sister attended.
(Not all are pictured.) They enjoyed rock
climbing, laser tag, miniature golf, a ropes
course, and more.

In Our Prayers
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Forrest Sedgwick
Phyllis Drewett
Sherry Forrest
Vera Morrison
Al Johannesen
Hope Coleman
Brad Cannon

Our military personnel:
Kris Brendal, Army
Robert S.Chisholm, Navy
Craig Clemans, Marines
Paul Clemans, Air Force
Blake Cross, Navy
Samuel England, Navy
Lenny Hezelett, Navy
Amanda Hoadley, Navy
Michael Hunter, Navy
Brady Jackson, Army
Jeremy Munson, Navy
Milo Riegle, Marines
Casper Stalnaker, Navy
Nathan Streeter, Army
Robert Tarango, Navy

Next Week @ A Glance

Did you know there is more
information on our website
and in the email Messenger?
• Learn the details of what
YOU can do to help
asylum seekers: make a
hygiene kit! Details online and in the office.
• The St. Mark’s Preschool
is a networking hub of the
areas local church-based
preschools.
• We need YOU to bake
cookies for both the Living
Nativity dinner and for our
homebound church family.
• Need a pick-me-up?
Videos of all sermons are
on-line!
If you don’t want to miss a
thing, be sure to go to the
website and subscribe to
email Messenger:
www.stmarksumcsd.org.

You are invited to participate in the St Mark's
prayer chain via email.
Prayer requests will be
sent to you via an email
account you provide; you
will not be asked to do
anything other than offer
your private prayers for
requests you receive. To
participate, please email
Donna Newby at
donewby@san.rr.com.
St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516260) is published weekly by St. Mark’s
United Methodist Church, 3502
Clairemont Drive, San Diego CA
92117. Periodicals Postage paid at
San Diego, CA POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to St. Mark’s Messenger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, S.D., CA
92117

Pastor’s Sunday
School
In Pastor’s Sunday School
we study the lectionary
texts which follow the
church calendar. For
Sunday, December 2:
• Malachi 3:1-4
• Luke 1:68-79
• Philippians 1:3-11
• Luke 3:1-6
It’s an informal study,
always open to all, at
8:30 AM in the New Room.

Friday, December 7, 2018
10:00AM Book Club Meeting
5:00PM TNT Progressive Dinner/SH
Sunday, December 9, 2018
7:30AM Pancake Breakfast/SH
8:30AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR
9:30AM Service/Sanc
11:00AM Worship Cmte Mtg/Lib
12:00PM Tongan Fellowship/Sanc
4:00PM Parsonage Open House
Monday, December 10, 2018
6:00PM Carillon Bells/SH
6:45PM AA Meeting-Wmn/RM 9
Tuesday, December 11, 2018
6:00PM Family Advent/SH
7:00PM Faith Circle
7:15PM AA Meeting/RM 9
Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Drop off CCSA Baskets/SH
9:30AM Friendship Circle/NR
5:30PM Bible Study/NR
6:00PM Glory Ringers/SH
Thursday, December 13, 2018
12:00PM Midday Mindfulness/NR
4:00PM Cherub Choir/CR
5:20PM Hallelujah Chimes/SH
7:00PM Boy Scouts/SH
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal/CR
7:15PM AA Meeting-Wmn/RM 9
Saturday, December 15, 2018
5:30PM Living Nativity and Dinner/
Sanc/SH
Sunday, December 16, 2018
8:30AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR
9:30AM Service/Sanc
12:00PM Tongan Fellowship/Sanc
CR=Choir Room Sanc=Sanctuary
Lib=Library
SH=Social Hall
NR=New Room
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Dear friends,
We are now in the Season of Advent, four weeks which help us to prepare for
Christmas. Like me, some of you may be wondering how we got to December so
quickly? Didn’t we just finish tax season? The words of my mother echo louder and
seem truer each passing year, “Time moves faster as you grow older.” This sense
of time can seem disorienting to some people. Maybe that is why we need this
season: to purposely focus our hearts on the truth of Christmas. It is more than a
tree with lights, tinsel, and a multitude of presents.

Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis
Associate Minister

Sunday, December 9, 2018
9:30 AM Service
Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis
Child Care, Room 1
Sunday School
Rooms 6, 8 &10

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2:
169

*If you have any questions about
or would like to add an event to
the church calendar, please
contact the church office at 858273-1480 or by email at
office@stmarksumcsd.org.
858-273-1480

Advent is a time to look to our scriptures for God’s promises of Hope, Peace, Love,
and Joy. This year Advent at our house looks and feels different as my husband
and I have made room in our home for a woman and her infant son and we said
our final good-byes to my mother. The loss of a vibrant and loving life cannot be
explained, it can only be felt, and feelings can be overwhelming. There is joy and
there is sorrow. There is also peace, the kind of peace that passes understanding.
It often comes to me when I am looking into the eyes of a child. I don’t just mean
the eyes of the infant, but also his mother, a woman who feels warm and safe, at
least for now.
All of us have heard about and seen the images of thousands of people seeking
asylum less than 30 miles from San Diego. These people have traveled hundreds
of miles to escape dangerous conditions in their homeland. Mothers, fathers,
young adults, youth, and children wait in crowded conditions for a chance at a
better life. Many people in our church are working to help and care for these
people across our border. Christ Ministry Center, one of our partners in faith and
ministry, is taking the lead of working with ICE to provide shelter for families with
small children (https://www.safeharbors.net). If you would like to help, please
contact Christ Ministry Center or the church office.
As I said earlier, this season is more than just hustle and bustle, baking and
buying, or packaging and parties, it is about preparing to welcome Emmanuel, God
with us. As you read this, and in the days to come, I invite you to take a moment
and write your hope, identify where you find peace, offer and accept love, and
share joy to the world.
Peace,
Jeri
_________________________________________________________________
This year, St. Mark’s is offering many ways to experience the Season of Advent:
• Provide baby items for our Children’s Advent Gift Offering to support Birthline
• Join in the Free Community Pancake Breakfast on Sun., Dec. 9 at 7:45 A.M.
• Participate in the Advent Family Study on Tuesday nights at 6:00 P.M.
• Come to the Living Nativity & Fundraising Dinner on Sat., Dec. 15 at 5:30 P.M.
• Attend any of the Gratitude Studies with Rev. Craig Dec. 17 – 20 at 1 P.M.
• Join in the contemplative Longest Night Service on Fri., Dec. 21 at 6:30 P.M.
• Celebrate Christmas Eve Services on Mon., Dec.24 at 5:30 and 8:00 P.M.
For more information on any of these events call the church office at 858.273.1480
or go to our website: www.stmarksumcsd.org

