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DEAR FRIENDS , 

I have just returned from a whirlwind trip to New York with some of our choir members and their 

guests.  As many of you know, this trip centered around the world premiere of a new choral cantata called 

Rhapsody in Bluegrass by Joseph Martin performed at Carnegie Hall.  I’ve had a chance to share some of my 

thoughts about the trip, but I invite you to ask those who also journeyed about their perspectives and activities 

around this event.   

One thing I noted was how quickly the time flew by.  It seemed such a short time from our arrival on 

Friday afternoon to the standing ovation on Monday night.  It was described by a few of us as going from here 

to there to wow in a little over 3 days.  As part of this troupe, we recognized that it took many people to make 

this happen.  To all of you, thank you for your encouragement and prayers as we prepared and represented St. 

Mark’s UMC at Carnegie Hall.   

In addition, I would like to thank our Music Director, Frank Williams, for sharing this vision with the 

leadership, the choir, and the church. Thank you for your work and constant communication with the people 

in New York to make this trip a wonderful event and lifetime memory for all of us.  

And now that I am back I join you as we embrace the excitement of Advent.  This will, again, be a 

time of moving from here to there to wow as St. Mark’s creates an atmosphere of reflection, anticipation, and 

community engagement.  There will be music, drama, food, and candles.  There will be quiet spaces and an 

abundance of laughter.  There will be discovery through study and hands-on activities.  In a word, there will 

be life. There is something for everyone, and everyone is invited.  We will have church each Sunday morning 

at 9:30 AM, but here are some additional events: 

Dec 7 and 14  Dinner and Taizé Services - dinner at 5 PM, Services at 6 PM 

Dec 10  Free Community Pancake Breakfast beginning at 7:45 AM 

Dec 10  Christmas At St. Mark’s Concert beginning at 4:30 PM 

Dec 16  Living Nativity and Bethlehem Market beginning at 5:30 PM 

Dec 18,19,20 “The First Christmas” book study beginning at 1 PM 

Dec 21  Dinner and Longest Night Service – dinner at 5 PM, Service at 6 PM 

Dec 24  Christmas Eve Services at 5:30 and 8 PM 

So, come, bring your family and your neighbors. Experience life here at St. Mark’s.  Use this time to 

transform your life from here to there to wow.   

Peace, 

Jeri  

 

 
St. Mark’s Messenger (USPS 516-260) is published weekly by St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 3502 Clairemont Drive, San 

Diego CA 92117.  Periodicals Postage paid at San Diego, CA POSTMASTER: Send address changes to St. Mark’s Messenger, 

3502 Clairemont Dr, San Diego, CA 92117 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017 

7:45 AM Pancake Breakfast/SH 

8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

4:30 PM Christmas Concert/Sanc 
 

OL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week: 

  Isaiah 40:1-11 

  Psalms 85:1-2, 8-13 

  2 Peter 3:8-15a 

  Mark 1:1-8 
 

WHAT THE GOSPELS REALLY TEACH ABOUT 
JESUS'S BIRTH 

Want to make this Christmas deeper and more 

meaningful?  Come to an intensive three-day 

study, entitled The First Christmas: What the 

Gospels Really Teach About Jesus's Birth. It will 

be offered from 1 to 2:10 p.m. on three successive 

days:  

 Monday, December 18: Parable, 

Overture, and Context 

 Tuesday, December 19: Genealogy, 

Conception, and Birth 

 Wednesday, December 20: Light, 

Fulfillment, and Joy 

The study will be drawn from the book The 

First Christmas by biblical scholars Marcus Borg 

and John Dominic Crossan.  A sign-up sheet is on 

the front counter of the church office, and books 

are available for $10, or may be ordered directly 

from Amazon. 

 

TAIZE SERVICES DECEMBER 7 AND 14 

What is a Taizé Service (pronounced Teh-

ZAY)? A Taizé service involves sung and recited 

prayers and chants, meditation, periods of silence, 

and liturgical readings. No sermon.  Prior to the 

Taizé service, there will be a light meal served in 

the Social Hall at 5 p.m. prior to going into the 

Sanctuary and experiencing the presence of God 

in a refreshing, fresh, and replenishing way 

through contemplative worship.  All are invited! 

 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARKS SUNDAY 

Experience the joys of the season by 

attending Christmas at St. Mark's  this Sunday, 

December 10 at 4:30 p.m. St. Mark's handbells, 

chimes, and the voices of children and adult 

choirs will prepare our hearts for Advent and the 

birth of Jesus on Christmas. Please invite your 

friends, relatives and neighbors to share in this 

wonderful event. A reception will follow the 

concert to meet and greet all the St. Mark's choir 

participants. 

 

LIVING NATIVITY AND BETHLEHEM MARKETPLACE 
DECEMBER 16. 5:30 PM 
By Karen Scanlon 

All children of every age and from 

everywhere are invited to participate in the annual 

St. Mark's Living Nativity. Children who wish to 

participate as shepherds and angels meet at 5 p.m. 

in the church office. Program begins at 5:30 p.m. 

Costumes are provided. No rehearsal necessary. 

Just show up and have a delightful evening. 

    After the dramatic presentation of the 

events surrounding the birth of Jesus, guests will 

sojourn past the nativity on their way to the 

Bethlehem Marketplace. Pound Roman coin. 

Design royal crowns. Stop at the Spice Shop. 

Christmas art. Photo booth. Festivities continue 

with a “soup dinner” for a small fee, a fundraiser 

for St. Mark's youth. And, you'll find the usual hot 

cocoa, coffee, and cookie reception. Bell ringing. 

Choral music. Live animals. See you in 

Bethlehem! Shalom. 

 

ST. MARK'S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
ADVENT GIVING PROJECT 

While you're out shopping, won't you, 

please, purchase a new, warm blanket for one who 

needs it? Our houses are warm and cozy, and 

blankets await our climbing into bed. What a 

lovely Christmas notion for people we may never 

meet. Thank you for your generosity. Be warm! 

 

LAST CALL FOR POINSETTAS  

Poinsettias will be available to purchase to 

decorate the altar for Christmas.  The cost is $8 

per plant.  You can place your order thru this 

Sunday, December 10.  Order envelopes can be 

found in the church office or Sunday’s bulletin. 

 



CCSA ADOPT A FAMILY PROGRAM 

By Phyllis Drewett 

There is still time to sign up to adopt a 

family for Christmas through Community 

Christian Service Agency as we received the 

following plea for assistance: 

“Please be advised that we still have 35 

client families to get covered with Food Baskets 

and gift cards for the CCSA Christmas Programs. 

Most of the families left are large families with 5-

8 members and each one of these large families 

would receive two baskets. We count on your 

support for this outreach program. If you have yet 

to sign up, please do so in order to make sure we 

can cover these families at this wonderful time of 

sharing what we have with others." 

Please consider helping another less fortunate 

family to have a special Christmas.  If you can‘t 

do a family by yourself, consider joining with 

someone else.  You can sign up on-line through 

ccsasandiego.org, or call Jeanne at 619-541-2131, 

or pick up a form in the church office.   

Also, I am collecting 2018 calendars, 

Christmas wrapping paper, gift tags, and cards to 

give out on December 14
th

, when we give out the 

gift baskets.  You can bring them to the office and 

put them in the CCSA bin and I will collect them. 

Thank you! 

 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

St. Mark’s recognizes that often during the 

holidays there is grief or sorrow that cannot be 

erased by carols and parties. To help those who 

need a quiet place to sit, remember, and reflect we 

offer the Longest Night Service on the Winter 

Solstice, December 21.  The service is preceded 

with a dinner at 5 p.m. and service begins at 6 

p.m. This is a service where people can come to 

sit, pray, hum or sing quietly, and light candles to 

acknowledge the darkness and sadness that may 

be very close. 

 

FLOWERS FOR HOMEBOUND 

If you have ordered flowers for the altar 

on Sunday morning but don’t want to take them 

home with you, please notify the church office.  A 

representative from St. Mark’s CARE Corps will 

be happy to take flower arrangements to St. 

Mark’s friends who are homebound or ill.

DISCOUNTED DINNER TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW! 

You are invited to a professionally-

prepared dinner with all proceeds benefitting our 

youth! On Saturday, December 16, following the 

5:30 p.m. Living Nativity, come to the church 

patio to enjoy delicious soup and specialty 

flatbreads prepared by Roger Shogan and his 

volunteer catering team: Tricia Elliott, Ryan 

Shogan, Michael Heston, and Sufi Karien.  

Discounted dinner tickets will be available 

on the patio after church, and in the church office 

during the week (cash and check only, please.) A 

Dinner Combo Ticket is a suggested donation of 

$8 (a $2 discount), and is good for a cup of soup 

and your choice of flatbread. A Kids Meal for 

those 10 and under is also available, for just $5 if 

ordered in advance. It includes a slice of 

Mozzarella and Marinara flatbread, with a side of 

fruit, and juice.  

The evening features handcrafted Roasted 

Tomato and Sweet Pepper Soup (a huge hit at last 

year's Medieval Dinner), along with slices of 

specialty flatbreads: Mozzarella Basil Flatbread 

with Marinara, Grilled Chicken Pesto Flatbread 

with Sundried Tomatoes, and Pepperoni Flatbread 

with Marinara and Mozzarella. A huge thank you 

to Roger and his crew for making this dinner 

possible! 
 

MEALS FOR TEENS AT STORREFRONT 

 St. Mark’s provides dinner on the fourth 

Monday of each month to Storefront which 

supports homeless youth in the Hillcrest area.  A 

meal is delivered to Storefront at 6 p.m. and the 

group delivering the meal can choose to stay and 

eat with the people there or set out the meal and 

leave.  The sign up sheep is on the announcement 

board in the church office.  When signing up 

please be sure to provide the name of persons or 

group delivering the meal as well as a contact 

phone number.  If you would like more 

information please contact Hope Coleman at 619-

275-0603. 

 2018 Storefront dates are: 

 January 22  February 26 

 March 26  April 23 

 May 28  June 25 

 July 23   August 27 

 September 24  October 22 

 November 26  December 24 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 Attendance on Sunday, December 3, was 

174. 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to 

have your picture published, please let an usher 

know, or contact the church office by phone or 

email 

 

CONDOLENCES 

Prayers for the family and friends of 

Betty Staats who died at age 96 and is being laid 

to rest at Arlington National Cemetery next to her 

husband, Mike. 

 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

If you have any questions about where 

you stand in regard to your 2017 pledge to the 

church, please call Arlene Dempster, Financial 

Secretary, at 858-273-9938.   Arlene is able to 

check your giving record and provide you with 

the most current information. A final statement of 

giving for 2017 will be available in January 

2018. 

 

CATCH UP/GET AHEAD 

Some people find it advantageous from a 

tax standpoint to prepay their church 

commitment for the coming year. All gifts, 

whether they are to fulfill your 2017 intentions 

or to prepay part or all of your 2018 planned 

giving must be in the church office by noon, 

Sunday, December 31
st
 (or postmarked no 

later than 12/30/17), in order to be credited on 

your 2017 giving statement for tax purposes. 

There is no “grace period” as far as the IRS is 

concerned! If your gift is a prepayment of part or 

all of your 2018 planned giving, please make 

sure that you label it as such so that it gets 

credited properly. If you would like to find out 

whether or not you are caught up on your 

2017 intended giving, please call our finance 

secretary, Arlene Dempster, at (858) 273-9938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United 

Methodist Church, we made a commitment to 

ourselves to support the Church by “our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness.”   Please keep the following people 

and their loved ones in prayer: 

♥  Debbie & Olaf Haustedt 
♥  AJ Mosher 

♥  Mary McIlwain 

♥  Millie McKibbin 

♥  Carlyn Djie 

♥  Al Johannesen  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes  

♥  Jackie Chamberlain 

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Gordon & Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

     and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
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