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DEAR FRIENDS, 

Twas the month of December and all through the place 

St. Mark’s was a buzz in every conceivable space. 

There were the usual events, like meetings and school 

And there were extraordinary things, each one very cool. 

We heard voices singing and Bells all a-ringing 

And saw smiles of good cheer as each event drew near. 

There was oohing and ahhing as the Nativity came alive 

St. Mark’s annual tradition along Clairemont Drive 

There were lunches and bunches of cookies galore 

And an incredible meal to help open a door 

Yes, the Medieval Dinner was quite the affair 

A jester and jousters and musicians were there 

There were beggars and a seller of beautiful wares 

And a king and a queen and dancers with flare  

A royal meal was served for those who came that night 

To witness this wonderful evening of spectacular delight.  

Yet we also planned quiet times for some people out there 

Who just needed a place to come be in prayer. 

There were contemplative services; the Taizé and Longest Night 

For people whose hearts’ may not be merry and bright. 

But this month is not over; oh yes, there’s more to come 

Two Christmas Eve services and Christmas Day carols to be sung. 

So, come, bring your family and all your neighbors too 

And together we will say, Merry Christmas to you!  

 

See you in church, 

Jeri 

DECEMBER 24:  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES ARE AT 5:30 AND 8 PM   
Both services will have lessons, carols, candle lighting, choirs, brass, bells, timpani, a message, 

 and a time for children. 

DECEMBER 25:  CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE AT 9:30 AM 



 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2016 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Will not be meeting this Sunday, 

December 25.   

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

John 1:14 

 

CATCH UP/GET AHEAD 

  Some of you find it advantageous from a 

tax standpoint to prepay your church commitment 

for the coming year. All gifts, whether they are 

to fulfill your 2016 intentions or to prepay part 

or all of your 2017 planned giving must be in 

the church office by noon, Saturday, December 

31st (or postmarked no later than 12/31/16), in 

order to be credited on your 2016 giving 

statement for tax purposes. There is no “grace 

period” as far as the IRS is concerned! If your gift 

is a prepayment of part or all of your 2017 

planned giving, please make sure that you label it 

as such so that it gets credited properly. If you 

would like to find out whether or not you are 

caught up on your 2016 intended giving, please 

call our finance secretary, Arlene Dempster, at 

(858) 273-9938. 

 

A GIFT FOR THE STAFF 

During this time of giving, let's not forget 

to thank our dedicated and hard working church 

staff and ministers. Members of the Pastor-Parish 

Relations Committee will be available to collect 

monetary gifts over the next few weeks to present 

to our church team. If you would like to 

contribute, please give your donations to a PPRC 

committee member, or send it to the church 

office. Be sure to designate your contribution as 

"Staff Gift." Our PPRC members are: Andy 

Guevara, Brad Cannon, Arlene Dempster, Debbie 

Bell, Kathy Martin, Kirk Hinkleman, Robin Nuspl 

and Susan Holko. 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is 

now available via our website: 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 
 

YOUR PRESENCE  

Sunday, December 18, church attendance  

was 172.   

 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to have 

your picture published, please let an usher know, 

or contact the church office by phone or email. 

 

THANK YOU TO THE PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST TEAM!    

For over two years Ralph Denton, Max 

and Tim Higgins have faithfully been flipping 

pancakes and sizzling sausage for the many 

people who come to Second Sunday Pancake 

Breakfast.  Their ministry has both warmed and 

delighted us.  Sadly, the team is breaking up.  

Ralph Denton will be moving in January, 2017 to 

accept a job offer in Maine. While we celebrate 

this wonderful opportunity for Ralph we know 

there will be sadness in his leaving.  We will miss 

Ralph’s smile, laughter, and hard work in many of 

St. Mark’s ministries. The church who welcomes 

him will be blessed in ways they cannot even 

imagine.   

     Thank you, Ralph for your faithfulness to 

our church and the community around us.  

Blessings to you and Kasa as you brave the 

weather in Maine.  We look forward to hearing 

about your cross-country travels.  

     If you are interested in helping Max and 

Tim on Second Sunday Pancake Breakfast you 

can reach them at plantpros@aol.com.  No 

experience necessary.  

 
 

tel:(858)%20273-9938
mailto:plantpros@aol.com


THANK YOU 
By Sandi Johnson 

Thank you to everyone who served coffee 

in 2016.  I appreciate your warm smiles and 

friendly service.  I hope you and others will want 

to serve in 2017.  The 2017 calendar is wide open. 

If you would like to serve please call Sandi 

Johnson at 858-278-8833 or sign up in the book 

on the counter in the office.   

 

NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

Monday, December 26, 2016 

Office Closed 

Wednesday, December 28, 2016 

3:30 PM   UMW Exec Mtg/Lib 

5:00 PM   Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Glory Ringers/SH 

Thursday, December 29, 2016 
7:00 PM   Chancel Choir 

Saturday, December 31, 2016 
7:00 PM   Boy Scout Movie Night/SH 

10:00 PM   Tongan Watch Night 

Service/Sanc 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTAS 

 Poinsettias are decorating the altar in the 

Sanctuary for Christmas.  You are welcome to 

take your plants home with you after the 8 PM 

service on Christmas Eve.  Any plants not taken 

home will be delivered to St. Mark’s friends who 

are homebound or ill by members of the CARE 

Corps team.. 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, 

we made vows to commit ourselves to support 

the Church by “our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts, our service and our witness.”  

♥  Josie Christian 

♥  Bernice Morrison 

♥  Felix Mena 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

♥  Christine Kay 

♥  Jenny Rogers   

♥  Gary Childs  

♥  Family of Pat Stafford 

♥  Family of Ingrid Lindgrind 

 

and our military personnel, including: 

 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy  

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

UPDATE: 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
 

Pledges received as of December  18:   

110 for at total of $275,324 

Pledge total for 2016: 

142 pledges for a total of $354,870 

(this does not include the Pentecost Campaign 

in May 2016) 



 


