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DEAR FRIENDS OF ST. MARK’S, 
 

We're having quite the Season!  The Christmas at St. Mark's Concert on December 10 had more 

than 250 adults and children in the sanctuary to celebrate and sing.  There was the annual appearance of 

the Toy Soldiers, who were a big hit!  The Carillon, Peace and Glory bell choirs played, along with the 

beginning bells, the Hallelujah Chimes.  Our bell choirs are well-known throughout San Diego and 

beyond, thanks to our excellent directors--JoAnne Hammond, Robin Haber, and Christina Peer.   

 

We also heard from the Cherub and Hallelujah Children's choirs, and from the Chancel Choir.  

They are sounding better than ever, thanks to the leadership of our Music Director, Frank Williams.   A 

very special thank you goes to our organist/pianist Craig McIlwain, who, as he always does, held 

everything together with artistry, creativity, and flexibility.  St. Mark's is fortunate indeed to have this 

level of committed professionalism from all our music staff.  I am grateful. 

 

Last Saturday, many, many children and adults watched the Living Nativity pageant on the front 

patio, and stayed for soup, pizza, cookies, and some "shopping" in the Bethlehem Market.  That was a new 

part of the Living Nativity this year, as was the invitation for any child to simply come by at 5 p.m. to be a 

shepherd or an angel.  It was good to see such a fine group of performers! 

 

I'm pleased to announce that the St. Mark's Camel has now achieved "Christmas Landmark" status.  

It's clear that the camel really enjoys being part of the presentation!  Putting this event on involves the 

creativity and work of dozens of wonderful people--thanks so much to each of you. 

 

Big thank yous to Karen Scanlon, the "executive producer" of the Living Nativity, to Justin 

DiProfio who had the idea for the Bethlehem Market with soup and pizza, to Kris Nieder, the education 

committee, and so many others for organizing and setting up such interesting and popular displays.  Roger 

Shogan and his team donated delicious food.  Thanks also to Linda Cannon for gathering so many 
donated cookies and making her annual hot cocoa, and offering both cookies and cocoa with such 
generous hospitality. 
 

So our next stop is Christmas Eve, which is this Sunday.  There will be the usual Sunday service at 

9:30 a.m., marking the end of Advent and the coming of Christmas.  Then, at 5:30 and 8 p.m., we turn to 

the glory, power, and wonder of Christmas with two family-friendly services, both of which will feature 

lessons, carols, choirs, bells, brass quintet, timpani, candle lighting, and a meaningful message. If the 

concert and Living Nativity/Bethlehem Market are any indication, we will be hosting many of our friends, 

neighbors, and other visitors. 

 

See you on Christmas Eve!  Make Christmas special--bring someone with you! 

Craig 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2017 

8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

5:30 PM Christmas Eve/Sanc 

8:00 PM Christmas Eve/Ssnc 
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week: 

  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

  Luke 1:47-55 

  Romans 16:25-27 

  Luke 1:26-38 
 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

St. Mark’s recognizes that often during the 

holidays there is grief or sorrow that cannot be 

erased by carols and parties. To help those who 

need a quiet place to sit, remember, and reflect we 

offer the Longest Night Service on the Winter 

Solstice, December 21.  The service is preceded 

with a dinner at 5 p.m. and service begins at 6 

p.m. This is a service where people can come to 

sit, pray, hum or sing quietly, and light candles to 

acknowledge the darkness and sadness that may 

be very close. 

 

A GIFT FOR THE STAFF  

During this holiday season the 

Pastor/Parish Committee (PPRC) wishes to offer 

you the opportunity to thank the hard working 

church staff and ministers with a monetary gift. If 

you would like to contribute to this gift from the 

congregation, please give your donations to a 

PPRC committee member or you may send it to 

the church office. Please be sure to designate your 

contribution as "Staff Gift." PPRC members are: 

Andy Guevara, Brad Cannon, Arlene Dempster, 

Kirk Hinkleman, Robin Nuspl and Susan Holko. 

 

POINSETTAS FOR CHRISTMAS  

Poinsettias will decorate the altar this 

Sunday, December 24.  There will be a special 

section in the evening bulletin listing names of 

those for whom they are dedicated.  Poinsettias 

will be available to take home after the 8:30 

service. 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 

St. Mark’s has a tradition of selecting a 

“special recipient” for our Christmas Eve 

Offering. This year the Finance Committee has 

approved to have the funds directed to 

Community Christian Service Agency (CCSA).  

They have a specific need for an “Industrial Size” 

refrigerator. They are getting lots of fresh food 

donations from Sprouts and other stores and do 

not have the refrigerator capacity which results in 

waste.  Cost for this would be approximately 

$3,500. CCSA has served hundreds of families in 

2017 and the demand continues to increase.   

Please partner with us in support of this great need 

at CCSA. 
 

MEALS FOR TEENS AT STOREFRONT 

 St. Mark’s provides dinner on the fourth 

Monday of each month to Storefront, which 

supports homeless youth in the Hillcrest area.  A 

meal is delivered to Storefront at 6 p.m. and the 

group delivering the meal can choose to stay and 

eat with the people there or set out the meal and 

leave.  The sign-up sheet is on the announcement 

board in the church office.  When signing up 

please be sure to provide the name of persons or 

group delivering the meal as well as a contact 

phone number.  please contact Hope Coleman at 

619-275-0603 for more information. 

 2018 Storefront dates are: 

 January 22  February 26 

 March 26  April 23 

 May 28  June 25 

 July 23   August 27 

 September 24  October 22 

 November 26  December 24 

 

A GOOD OLD FASHIONED POTLUCK 

Let's celebrate the manifestation of Christ 

to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi with a 

good old-fashioned Methodist potluck. Join the 

St. Mark's congregation on Epiphany Sunday, 

January 7, 2018, right after church. Mark your 

calendars now. More information in the coming 

weeks. The Magi entourage will make its 

appearance and we'll enjoy some good ol' 

fellowship with each other. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 Attendance on Sunday, December 17, 

was 176. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE  
 The church office will be closed on 

Monday, December 25 and Tuesday, December 

26.  The office will resume normal office hours 

on Wednesday, December 27.   

 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR JANUARY 2018 

In 1979 a College Scholarship Fund was 

established at St. Mark's to aid students from St. 

Mark's Church with some of the costs of 

achieving a college education at the 

undergraduate or graduate level. We are thankful 

for this fund and would like to assist you. This 

year we will be awarding scholarships in January, 

2018. If you are enrolled at a college or 

university for this school year, St. Mark's 

Scholarship forms are now available in the 

church office. 

  

CATCH UP/GET AHEAD 

Some find it advantageous from a tax 

standpoint to prepay their church commitment for 

the upcoming year. All gifts, whether they are 

to fulfill your 2017 intentions or to prepay 

part or all of your 2018 planned giving must be 

in the church office by noon, Sunday, 

December 31
st
 (or postmarked no later than 

12/30/17), in order to be credited on your 2017 

giving statement for tax purposes. There is no 

“grace period” as far as the IRS is concerned! If 

your gift is a prepayment of part or all of your 

2018 planned giving, please make sure that you 

label it as such so that it gets credited properly. If 

you would like to find out whether or not you 

are caught up on your 2017 intended giving, 

please call our finance secretary, Arlene 

Dempster, at (858) 273-9938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United 

Methodist Church, we made a commitment to 

ourselves to support the Church by “our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness.”   Please keep the following people 

and their loved ones in prayer: 

♥  Alejandro Riveron  

♥  Marianne Deitzler 

♥  Chris Kerr 

♥  Family & Friends of Olaf Haustedt 
♥  AJ Mosher 

♥  Carlyn Djie 

♥  Al Johannesen  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes  

♥  Jackie Chamberlain 

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Gordon & Tricia Martin  

     and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
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