
POINSETTAS FOR CHRISTMAS  

Poinsettias will once again be available to 

purchase to decorate the altar for the week of 

Christmas.  The cost is $7 per plant.  You can 

place your order this morning thru December 11.  

Order envelopes can be found in the church 

office. 

  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS   

Applications for college scholarships are 

available in the church office. All completed 

applications must be returned to the church office 

by December 28. 
 

TAIZE SERVICES AT 6 PM DURING 

ADVENT, THURSDAYS EVENINGS, 

DECEMBER 1, 8, 15, and 22 

What is a Taizé Service (pronounced Teh-

ZAY)? A Taizé service involves sung and recited 

prayers and chants, meditation, periods of 

silence, and liturgical readings. No sermon.  Prior 

to the Taizé service, there will be a light meal 

served in the Social Hall at 5:30 prior to going 

into the Sanctuary and experiencing the presence 

of God in a refreshing, fresh, and replenishing 

way through contemplative worship.  All are 

invited! 

 

ADVENT STUDY  

 First Light: Jesus and the Kingdom of 

God is an Advent video study filmed on location 

throughout Galilee and Jerusalem, and featuring 

scholars John Dominic Crossan and Marcus 

Borg.  Rev. Craig will share this video study and 

discussion on Mondays from 1 to 2:15 PM during 

advent.  It is very helpful if you would please 

sign up by emailing, calling or visiting the church 

office, smumcsdoffice@gmail.com, 858-273-

1480. 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to 

have your picture published, please let an usher 

know, or contact the church office by phone or 

email.

A GIFT FOR THE STAFF 

During this time of giving, let's not forget 

to thank our dedicated and hard working church 

staff and ministers. Members of the Pastor-Parish 

Relations Committee will be available to collect 

monetary gifts over the next few weeks to present 

to our church team. If you would like to 

contribute, please give your donations to a PPRC 

committee member, or send it to the church 

office. Be sure to designate your contribution as 

"Staff Gift." Our PPRC members are: Andy 

Guevara, Brad Cannon, Arlene Dempster, Debbie 

Bell, Kathy Martin, Kirk Hinkleman, Robin 

Nuspl and Susan Holko. 

 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is 

now available via our website: 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 
 

YOUR PRESENCE  

Sunday, November 27, church attendance  

was 180.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE: 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
 

Pledges received as of November 27:   

99 for at total of $259,664 

 

Pledge total for 2016: 

142 pledges for a total of $354,870 

(this does not include the Pentecost Campaign 

in May 2016) 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 

As we move into December, the lights are up in front of the church, the trees are up in the 

sanctuary, and two mission projects are underway.  We talked about both of them in church last Sunday. 

First, a team from St. Mark’s travels to the Tijuana area this Saturday, December 3, to build a 

house, in partnership with International Relief Teams (IRT).  The outpouring of support for this has been 

wonderful, and more people signed up than could participate, so it looks like we will be planning to do it 

again.  Thank you to all who are participating, and to those who donated money to support this.  And a 

very special thanks to Eric Robinson who, with the St. Mark’s Men’s group, initiated the project and is 

coordinating the details. 

Second, our children have launched their Advent Giving Project, which this year supports Lindsay 

School at Christ United Methodist Ministry Center.  The Lindsay School supports young, unwed mothers 

by offering independent-study and in-person learning opportunities.  Our children are collecting new 

coats, shoes, and socks for young women, young children, and babies.  Bring your donations to church 

anytime! 

Just as missions and giving are central to St. Mark’s Advent season each year, we also have many 

festive, fun and peace-filled events to look forward to:   
 

 Taizé services will be held in the sanctuary on Thursdays at 6 PM (beginning December 1) 

during Advent.  Taizé is a quiet, prayerful form of worship, and the services will be preceded 

by an informal, simple meal in the social hall at 5:30. 

 Christmas at St. Mark’s, a concert featuring all our choirs (with a special visit from the toy 

soldiers), will be in the sanctuary this Sunday, December 4, at 4:30 PM. 

 Medieval Dinner presentation will be Saturday, December 10 at 5:30 PM in the courtyard and 

Social Hall. 

 “Messiah” sing-along with our choir, soloists and instruments, will be Sunday, December 11 at 

4:30 in the sanctuary. 

 Living Nativity and cookie reception will be Saturday, December 17 in front of the sanctuary. 

 Longest Night Service, for those dealing with grief or loss during the holidays, will be 

Wednesday, December 21 at 6:30 PM. in the sanctuary. 

 Christmas Eve services, with carols, choirs, bells, brass, timpani, and candle-lighting, will be 

Saturday, December 24 at 5:30 and 8 PM. 

 Christmas Day service will be Sunday morning December 25 at 9:30. 

Also, there are two excellent adult-study opportunities for Advent and beyond, on Mondays at 1 p.m. 

and Tuesdays at 3 PM. 

A special thank you to all who have responded so generously to “Generous Gratitude,” our 2017 

Stewardship Campaign.  Our results so far are in this Messenger.  We still have a ways to go to meet our 

income needs in the new year.  If you haven’t yet responded, please mail your pledge today.  Thanks! 

See you in church! 

Craig 



 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

4:30 PM   Christmas Concert 

 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Begins at 8:30 A.M. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week:  

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVENT GIVING 

PROJECT 

Sunday School children are collecting new 

coats for young adult mothers, and we need your 

help, please. These mothers attend the Lindsay 

Blended Community School and we are working 

this cause through Christ Ministry. You may 

purchase new coats, new shoes, or new socks (or 

contribute dollars to the project) and bring them to 

the church office during the week and on Sunday 

mornings, now through December 18. You ask, 

what sizes? All sizes for women, children, and 

babies. 

Christmas is gently knocking on our doors. 

We hope that you will add an extra coat, pair of 

shoes, or socks to your list, remembering the need 

is great. Be blessed for your giving. 

 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARK’S 

This Sunday, December 4, at 4:30 PM you 

are invited to enjoy the sounds of the Advent and 

Christmas season with the music of St. Mark's 

choirs. handbells, chimes, and voices  which will 

prepare your heart for Advent and the birth of 

Jesus.  
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San Diego, CA POSTMASTER: Send address changes to St. 

Mark’s Messenger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, San Diego, CA 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

 St. Mark’s recognizes that often during the 

holidays there is grief or sorrow that cannot be 

erased by carols and parties.  To help those who 

need a quiet place to sit, remember, and reflect we 

offer the Longest Night Service on the Winter 

Solstice, December 21.  The service begins at 

6:30 PM.  This is a service where people can 

come to sit, pray, hum or sing quietly, and light 

candles to acknowledge the darkness and sadness 

that may be very close.  

 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE 

 A Celebration of Life graveside service for 

Joyce Frisk will be on Friday, December 9, at 12 

PM at the Greenwood Mortuary (4300 Imperial 

Avenue). Viewing will be held at Greenwood’s 

main building from 10-11:45 AM.  All are also 

invited to the Celebration immediately following 

the service, also at Greenwood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, 

we made vows to commit ourselves to support 

the Church by “our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts, our service and our witness.”  
 

♥  David Malickey 

♥  Bernice Morrison and Family 

♥  Christine Kay 

♥  Jenny Rogers   

♥  Gary Childs  

♥  Jaxton Butler 

♥  Ingrid Lindgrin 

and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy  

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 



 

 

 

 


