
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

TAIZE SERVICES DECEMBER 7 AND 14 

What is a Taizé Service (pronounced Teh-

ZAY)? A Taizé service involves sung and recited 

prayers and chants, meditation, periods of 

silence, and liturgical readings. No sermon.  Prior 

to the Taizé service, there will be a light meal 

served in the Social Hall at 5 p.m. prior to going 

into the Sanctuary and experiencing the presence 

of God in a refreshing, fresh, and replenishing 

way through contemplative worship.  All are 

invited! 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 Attendance on Sunday, November 19, 

was 161. 

POINSETTAS FOR CHRISTMAS  

Poinsettias will once again be available to 

purchase to decorate the altar for Christmas.  The 

cost is $8 per plant.  You can place your order 

thru December 10.  Order envelopes can be 

found in the church office or Sunday’s bulletin. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Marston students need your help! 

Volunteers are needed for a special workshop at 

Marston on December 5 from 3:10-4:40 pm, 

decorating bags and preparing donations for 

Christian Community Service Agency.  Please 

come share holiday cheer with our neighbors at 

Marston! To sign up, please contact Kris at 

Kris@stmarksumcsd.org or by calling the church 

ffice.  

 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

St. Mark’s recognizes that often during 

the holidays there is grief or sorrow that cannot 

be erased by carols and parties. To help those 

who need a quiet place to sit, remember, and 

reflect we offer the Longest Night Service on the 

Winter Solstice, December 21.  The service is 

preceded with a dinner at 5 p.m. and service 

begins at 6 p.m. This is a service where people 

can come to sit, pray, hum or sing quietly, and 

light candles to acknowledge the darkness and 

sadness that may be very close. 

 

FLOWERS FOR HOMEBOUND 

If you have ordered flowers for the altar 

on Sunday morning but don’t want to take them 

home with you, please notify the church office.  

A representative from St. Mark’s CARE Corps 

will be happy to take flower arrangements to St. 

Mark’s friends who are homebound or ill. 

 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

If you have any questions about where 

you stand in regard to your 2017 pledge to the 

church, please call Arlene Dempster, Financial 

Secretary, at 858-273-9938.   Arlene is able to 

check your giving record and provide you with 

the most current information. A final statement of 

giving for 2017 will be available in January 

2018. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United 

Methodist Church, we made a commitment to 

ourselves to support the Church by “our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness.”   Please keep the following people 

and their loved ones in prayer: 

♥  Rebena Land 

♥  Carlyn Djie 

♥  Al Johannesen  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes  

♥  Jackie Chamberlain 

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Gordon & Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

     and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
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DEAR FRIENDS , 
 

We have an extra Sunday this year.  It’s like the recent time change where there was an extra hour during 

the night. 

Most years the Sunday after Thanksgiving is also the first Sunday of Advent—the first of four Sundays 

leading to Christmas.  This year the first Sunday of Advent is December 3.  So we have an extra one.  What 

should we do with it? 

We could use an extra Sunday in the Season of Gratitude.  What do you think? 

We need all the help we can get when it comes to gratitude.  Even if our lives are very modest, and our 

needs are great, we have much to be grateful for, in every single moment.  It’s ironic that this time of year 

can actually make it hard to be grateful because the cultural expectation is so strong, and the resulting 

expressions of gratitude can seem contrived, superficial, or inauthentic. 

Why is it so hard to be grateful sometimes?  Maybe we get overwhelmed with schedule and tasks and 

obligations.  That can happen.  Maybe we are overcome by worry as we think about our health, or the 

health of someone we dearly love.  That too can happen.  Maybe we simply let ourselves get caught up in 

the distraction of many hours alone, watching TV news.  Or we become obsessed by some new product we 

want to buy. 

If we are not feeling grateful, there can be a very good reason.  And we can’t just flip a gratitude switch 

inside of us.  How do we get to gratitude if we’re just not feeling grateful? 

It takes patience.  Deliberate, intentional patience that accepts the reality that gratitude is not real for you at 

the moment.  And patience that embraces the knowledge that gratitude will come to you, at some time, in 

some way. 

This kind of patience will keep at bay the self-criticism and self-judgment that bring on bitterness.  If we 

can do this, gratitude will come.  It will come as we notice the sun on the horizon, or a beautiful song on 

the car radio, or the smile of the person serving us coffee.  Or we will wake up in the morning and our first 

thought will be “I am alive, and I am grateful.” 

The continuing practice of gratitude is the most-powerful spiritual 

discipline we can exercise every day, and even every hour.  It expresses 

the living grace of God, which transforms and renews the world. 

Patience and gratitude.  May it be so for each of us.  I am grateful for the 

congregation of St. Mark’s, and all that we are accomplishing together.   

See you in church! 

Craig 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2017 

8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
 

OL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week: 

  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

  Psalms 100 

  Ephesians 1:15-23 

  Matthew 25:31-46 
 

WHAT THE GOSPELS REALLY TEACH ABOUT 
JESUS'S BIRTH 

Want to make this Christmas deeper and 

more meaningful?  Come to an intensive three-

day study, entitled The First Christmas: What the 

Gospels Really Teach About Jesus's Birth. It will 

be offered from 1 to 2:10 p.m. on three successive 

days:  

 Monday, December 18: Parable, 

       Overture, and Context 

 Tuesday, December 19:  

       Genealogy, Conception, and Birth 

 Wednesday, December 20:  

       Light, Fulfillment, and Joy 

The study will be drawn from the book 

The First Christmas by biblical scholars Marcus 

Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  Books will be 

available through the church office in early 

December at a cost of $9, or may be ordered 

directly from Amazon 

SOMETHING NEW AT ST. MARK'S ANNUAL LIVING 
NATIVITY 

Of course, the animals will be there. And 

the Holy Family, and shepherds, and wise men, 

and musical voices. But you will also find the 

Bethlehem Market, similar to last summer's 

Jerusalem Marketplace at Vacation Bible School. 

Several shopkeepers will display their wares. 

Biblical art stations for kids and a Mediterranean 

meal for all.  

    Bethlehem was a crossroads for the mass 

of people complying to a census called by Herod 

of Judea. People en route to places of birth. Shops 

would have been open to serve these sojourners. 

Kids of all ages are welcome at Bethlehem to 

witness the story of the birth of Jesus and partake 

of the Bethlehem Market. Mark the date: 

Saturday, December 16 beginning at 5:30 pm. 

Shalom! 

 

A NEED FOR WARM BLANKETS 

St. Mark's kids will answer the call for 

warm blankets for distribution by CCSA. This is 

our Advent Giving Project and we need your help. 

But it's easy: Simply purchase a new, warm 

blanket and bring it to church now though 

December 19. Thank you for your kindness. 

 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARKS 

Experience the joys of the season by 

attending Christmas at St. Mark's on Sunday, 

December 10 at 4:30 p.m. St. Mark's handbells, 

chimes, and the voices of children and adult 

choirs will prepare our hearts for Advent and the 

birth of Jesus on Christmas. Please invite your 

friends, relatives and neighbors to share in this 

wonderful event. A reception will follow the 

concert to meet and greet all the St. Mark's choir 

participants. 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are frequently 

done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to have 

your picture published, please let an usher know, 

or contact the church office by phone or email 

 


