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DEAR FRIENDS, 

Last Sunday, November 13, Luciana Case spoke during church about her family's experience coming to 

St. Mark's for the first time.  We have received a number of requests to publish her inspiring words, so 

we're doing that in this Messenger.    – Craig 
 

I will never forget the first day our family 

came to St. Mark’s. 

Jeff and I had been away from Church for 

a long time and we had good excuses for that – 

excuses that were so good that we almost 

believed them. The truth is that we were – and 

we are – indeed a very busy family. Our kids 

have social lives that put Beyoncé to shame, but 

we knew that an important aspect of raising a 

family was still missing and we agreed that it 

was time to focus on faith. 

I took the job of finding the “right” parish 

very seriously. I did extensive research online, 

visited the websites of several churches, read 

about their philosophies, the social work they 

conduct in the community, went to their 

Facebook pages, and read comments about them. 

I narrowed my selection down to three churches 

and created a chart with pros and cons for each 

one of them and gave it to Jeff. We decided to 

visit St. Mark’s first, with the understanding that 

we would check out the other two churches the 

following Sundays and then make a final 

decision. 

We came to St. Marks’s and – oh boy! 

We found ourselves surrounded by dozens of 

dogs, kitties, birds, and all sorts of animals! And 

we loved it! It was the blessing of the animals in 

honor of St. Francis of Assisi. Needless to say, 

we never visited the other two churches. 

I am grateful that we found St. Mark’s 

and its incredibly friendly and welcoming parish. 

Throughout last year, each one of you made an 

effort to embrace us as part of this community 

through small gestures, meaningful conversations 

or simply with a smile – and I am grateful that 

you took the time. 
 

 

Jeff and I were looking for a  

congregation that could support our own 

personal beliefs and morals; after all, we are in 

the job of raising two boys in a fast-paced and 

self-centered society that constantly bombards 

our children (and us) with messages of violence, 

injustice and bigotry. We needed a safety net and 

we are grateful that we found it at St. Mark’s. 

We appreciate Reverend Craig’s 

contemporary sermons, most of the time 

correlating the latest news, serving as a roadmap 

to negotiate our own approaches to the core 

values we want to instill in our boys. We face 

challenging times when we perceive that love, 

inclusion and tolerance – very basic values that 

we feel are essential to impress upon our children 

– are openly challenged and denied. We are 

grateful that we belong to a congregation, which, 

we are certain, will not allow the pervasive 

animosity take a seat among us, despite of 

individual political inclinations. 

I admit that I felt discouraged this past 

week but I finally shook it off and came to the 

conclusion that this scenario has the potential to 

be the perfect storm to make our community 

better. Because now more than ever rather than 

using rhetoric we must act upon our beliefs: 

 Instead of telling our boys that we should 

be inclusive, we must act inclusive. 

 Instead of telling our boys that we should 

respect each other despite difference of 

opinions, we must act respectful. 

 Instead of telling our boys that we should 

be tolerant, we must be tolerant. 

 Instead of telling our boys that we should 

prioritize service, we must serve. 



ANNUAL GINGERBREAD EVENT  

 On Sunday, November 27, you are invited 

to gather in the Social Hall after church for St. 

Mark’s annual Gingerbread Event. Children and 

youth decorate gingerbread houses and adults 

decorate gingerbread cookies. Participants are 

encouraged to make a donation towards the 

Tijuana House Building team. Please RSVP 

with Kris Nieder via email at 

kris@stmarksumcsd.org or in the church 

office. 

 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARK’S 

Save the date:  Sunday, December 4, at 

4:30 p.m. to enjoy the sounds of the Advent and 

Christmas season with the music of St. Mark's 

choirs. Handbells, chimes, and voices will 

prepare your heart for Advent and the birth of 

Jesus.  

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to 

have your picture published, please let an usher 

know, or contact the church office by phone or 

email. 

 

OPEN THE DOOR: DOUBLE YOUR 

DOLLARS GIFT CHALLENGE! 

Your gift can be doubled! A generous 

anonymous donor has offered to match gifts in 

November, up to $500, towards the youth 

campaign for an automatic door opener for the 

front office! We need just $230 more to reach 

that $500 level, which'll put us $1000 closer to 

"opening the door!" Your $25 donation will 

become a $50 donation! $50 will become $100! 

Donate by putting a designated gift (Youth 

Mission Projects) in the church offering, or in the 

church office. Want to know who this 

anonymous donor is? Come to the Medieval 

Dinner, and see him/her be knighted by King 

Craig and Queen Merrie! 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS    

The Community Christian Service 

Agency will be registering approximately 200 

low-income families for their Christmas Gift 

Basket Program this year.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for church groups as well as 

individual families to bring a little Christmas 

cheer to families in need.  CCSA is currently 

seeking sponsors for these families.  They are 

also putting together Gift Bags for the homeless 

population and an “Extra Food Basket” program 

as well.  Sign-up sheets and details can be found 

on the CCSA website, www.ccsasandiego.org, 

for all three programs. 

 

DON'T FORGET YOUR CHICKEN POT 

PIES! 

If you ordered a Pot Pie last Sunday, 

please stop by the kitchen this Sunday after 

church to pick up your order. Thank you for 

supporting our youth mission projects! 

 

BLUEGRASS CONCERT  

The Virtual Strangers Bluegrass Band 

will perform at St. Mark's United Methodist this 

Sunday, November 20, at 4:30 p.m.  They have 

been performing since 1992 and their sound 

combines a mixture of traditional and progressive 

material. A reception will follow the concert to 

meet and greet The Virtual Strangers. This event 

is free and all are invited to attend! 

 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is 

now available via our website: 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 
 

YOUR PRESENCE  

Sunday, November 13, church attendance  

was 180.   
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This is a perfect storm because actions are 

more powerful than words and have the capacity 

to promote real change. We must not be afraid to 

speak up and act against racism and intolerance, 

and in favor of minorities. And I am so thankful 

that speaking up has always been St. Mark’s 

business – even when speaking up was yet not 

trending on Twitter. Jeff and I are pleased that 

Noah and Oliver experience real actions arising 

from all of you.  

So much has happened since that very first 

day that we came to St. Mark’s, when we looked 

up to these marvelous ceilings and the pews 

around us filled with pets and we felt as if we 

were literally inside Noah’s Ark. We have met 

terrific individuals and families, and our boys 

have developed friendships with many delightful 

children. They are now part of Sunday School, the 

children’s choir, and Noah has a talented and 

loving piano teacher whom he adores. 

You are all witnesses to Oliver’s eagerness in 

participating at Children’s Time even though Jeff 

and I always flinch when the microphone is 

placed in front of him. We absolutely never know 

what his bubbly personality will spill out next – 

before the entire congregation.  

I invite you to shed any remains of fear and 

meekness and speak up, as Oliver does, every 

time you have the opportunity to act because this 

is our time and it has never been so necessary. I 

am thankful that St. Mark’s makes it easy to 

respond to this demand for action by offering a 

variety of social projects and events that directly 

impact our society. 

Our family couldn’t be more grateful for being 

a part of this congregation. –Lucianna Case 

 

ADVENT STUDY  

 First Light: Jesus and the Kingdom of 

God is an Advent video study filmed on location 

throughout Galilee and Jerusalem, and featuring 

scholars John Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg.  

Rev. Craig will share this video study and 

discussion on Mondays from 1 to 2:15 p.m. 

beginning November 28 in the New Room.  It is 

very helpful if you would please sign up by 

emailing, calling or visiting the church office, 

smumcsdoffice@gmail.com, 858-273-1480. 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2016 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

4:30 PM   Concert/Sanc 

 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Begins at 8:30 A.M. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week:  

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Luke 1:68-79 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 

our service and our witness.”  
 

♥  Jaxton Butler 

♥  Ingrid Lindgrin 

♥  Loretta Schaffer  

♥  Harry Tweedie 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Deanna Marshall 

♥  Pete Petiford  

♥  Dolores and Louis Hall 

♥  Bernice Morrison 

♥  Josie and Tammy Christian 

♥  Juanita Burrows 

♥  Floyd Murphy  

♥  Dave Plutchak  

        …and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy  

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 



THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. MARK’S 

 Plans are being finalized for our annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner, Tuesday, November 22, 12 

noon, in the Social Hall. This Sunday is the last 

day to sign up so please be thinking about what 

you would like to bring that will serve 6-8 people. 

United Methodist Women will be providing the 

turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy as usual.  The 

dishes you can provide to complete the meal are 

desserts, vegetables, salads, or perhaps, 

“Grandma’s” famous dressing recipe.  Please 

prepare at home and bring the dishes ready to 

serve. Condiments such as cranberry sauce, rolls, 

butter are also choices.  Volunteers are always 

welcome. Potato peelers are needed at 10:00. If 

you have Thanksgiving table décor to share, 

please come at about 11:00, tables should be set 

up and ready by then.   A clean-up crew is needed. 

Please let Joan Williams, 858-274-3716, know if 

you have questions or wish to volunteer.  

 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING  

Be sure to stop by the New Room after 

church on Sunday, November 27 to get your 

blood pressure checked.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVENT GIVING 

PROJECT 

Every Christmas time the children of St. 

Mark’s Sunday School work toward a common 

goal of giving. We model giving with the children 

and they learn to look beyond themselves. This 

year, the Education Committee has chosen to 

support the Lindsay School through Christ 

Ministry. 

    Lindsay Blended Community School 

(through San Diego County Office of Education) 

has served young, unwed mothers for about 20 

years, offering independent-study and in-person 

learning opportunities. There are about 80 

students at the Juvenile Court and Community 

Schools campus, ranging in age from 14 to 22 

years. This is a specialized program for teen 

parents. 

    Will you, please, help support this year’s 

Advent mission by purchasing (or contributing 

toward) a new coat, new shoes, or new socks for 

young adult women and/or young children to 

babies? Be blessed for your kindness. (Matthew 

5:3-10) 
 

NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

Monday, November 21, 2016 

4:30 PM   CCSA Board Mtg/CR 

6:00 PM   Carillon Bells/SH 

Tuesday, November 22, 2016 

12:00 PM   Thanksgiving Dinner/SH 

3:00 PM   The Journey Study/NR 

5:30 PM   Finance Committee mtg/Lib 

Wednesday, November 23, 2016 

2:00 PM   F2F Alumni/CR 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

6:30 PM   Youth Group/Rm 10 

Sunday, November 27, 2016 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

10:45 AM   Deck the Halls/Sanc 

                         Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 
 

  

Please note the church office will be closed on 

Thursday, November 24 and Friday, November 

25 in observance of Thanksgiving.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE: 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  

 

Pledges received as of November 15:   

79 for at total of $232,467 

 

Pledge total for 2016: 

142 pledges for a total of $354,870 

(this does not include the Pentecost Campaign 

in May 2016) 


