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DEAR FRIENDS , 
 

This Sunday, we will lift up our national celebration of Thanksgiving, a vitally-important holiday 

centered on the goodness of life: we remember what is good, and we are thankful.  It is a day that affirms 

creation and the central role that our relationships play each day in bringing to reality the kingdom of God. 

I hope that you will be here, and keep in mind all for which you are grateful.  This Sunday is also the 

culmination of our stewardship campaign for the new year, which has a theme of “It is in giving that we 

receive.”  Please take a moment to carefully and prayerfully consider your 2018 commitment to the St. 

Mark's community of faith.  Bring your completed pledge card to church this Sunday, when we will bring 

them forward to consecrate them to our work together. 

At 4:30 Sunday afternoon, enjoy some high-energy bluegrass music, as the St. Mark’s Concert 

Series presents the popular San Diego band High Mountain Road. 

Immediately after church this Sunday, Rev. Jeri will lead an all-church conversation on the United 

Methodist Church's "Call to End Gun Violence" (Book of Resolutions No. 3428).  This resolution is based 

on "Jesus's call to his followers to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9), [which] is tied to intimate relationship 

with God, and [which] echoes God's dreams for peace for all creation as expressed in Micah 4:1-4:” 

  

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house  

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  

and shall be raised up above the hills.  

Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say:  

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.”  

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,  

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  

He shall judge between many peoples,  

|and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away;  

they shall beat their swords into plowshares,  

and their spears into pruning hooks;  

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  

neither shall they learn war any more;  

but they shall all sit under their own vines  

and under their own fig trees,  

and no one shall make them afraid;  

for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 

See you in church. 

Craig 



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc   

10:30 AM Worship Committee/NR 

11:00 AM After Church Conversation/SH 

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 

4:30 PM Blue Grass Concert/Sanc 

 

OL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week: 

  Judges 4:1-7 

  Psalm 123 

  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

  Matthew 25:14-30 
 

UM BOOK OF RESOLUTION 3428  

 On Sunday, November 19, at 11 a.m. in 

the Social Hall there will be an all church 

conversation on the United Methodist Book of 

Resolution 3428, “Our Call to End Gun 

Violence”. In this conversation we will examine 

how we can work with intention to be 

peacemakers.  

Please go to: http://www.umc.org/what-

we-believe/gun-violence for more information.  

And, please begin thinking about your individual 

and our communal role.  
 

BLUEGRASS CONCERT 

High Mountain Road Bluegrass Band will 

perform at St. Mark's on Sunday, November 19 at 

4:30 p.m. High Mountain Road is a five-piece, 

high energy bluegrass band with a wide range of 

musical talent from San Diego County. Be sure to 

invite family and friends to come enjoy a mix of 

traditional and contemporary bluegrass music. A 

reception will follow the concert to meet and greet 

members of the band. 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 Attendance on Sunday, November 12, was 

183. 

THANKSGIVING MEAL AT S  

 Plans are being made for St. Mark’s 

annual Thanksgiving meal, Tuesday, November 

21, at noon, in the Social Hall. Please consider 

what you would like to bring that will serve 6-8 

people. St. Mark’s United Methodist Women will 

be providing the turkey, mashed potatoes and 

gravy as usual.  The dishes you can provide to 

complete the meal are desserts, vegetables, salads, 

or perhaps, “Grandma’s” famous dressing recipe.  

Please prepare at home and bring the dishes ready 

to serve. Condiments such as cranberry sauce, 

rolls, butter are also choices.  Volunteers are 

always welcome. Potato peelers are needed at 10 

a.m. If you have Thanksgiving table décor to 

share, please come at about 11 a.m. as tables 

should be set up and ready by that time.  A clean-

up crew is also needed. Please contact Joan 

Williams, 858-274-3716, if you have questions or 

wish to volunteer.  
 

"DECK THE HALLS" GINGERBREAD EVENT 
NOVEMBER 26, 10:30 AM, SOCIAL HALL 

All kids and youth are invited to decorate 

their own little gingerbread house at this annual 

event celebrating the start of Advent. Adults are 

invited to enjoy homemade gingerbread cookies. 

To reserve a gingerbread house, RSVP with Kris 

Nieder at kris@StMarksUMCSD.org or sign up in 

the church office. There is no fee for this event. 

Participants are encouraged to make a donation 

towards the Tijuana School Build.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WARM BLANKETS FOR CCSA 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVENT GIVING PROJECT 

You know how it feels to cozy into a 

warm blanket. But in our midst are homeless and 

financially struggling people who need warm 

blankets. Close your eyes. Imagine not having 

that warmth around you. Let’s everybody buy a 

blanket or two and bring it to church any time 

now. Then our Sunday School kids will load ‘em 

up in the wagons and deliver them to CCSA on 

Sunday, December 17. Oooh, feels warm, huh! 

 
 
 
 

WHAT THE GOSPELS REALLY TEACH ABOUT 
JESUS'S BIRTH 

Want to make this Christmas deeper and 

more meaningful?  Come to an intensive three-

day study, entitled The First Christmas: What 

the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus's Birth. It 

will be offered from 1 to 2:10 p.m. on three 

successive days:  

 Monday, December 18: Parable, 

       Overture, and Context 

 Tuesday, December 19:  

       Genealogy, Conception, and Birth 

 Wednesday, December 20:  

       Light, Fulfillment, and Joy 

The study will be drawn from the book 

The First Christmas by biblical scholars Marcus 

Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  Books will be 

available through the church office in early 

December at a cost of $9, or may be ordered 

directly from Amazon. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  
CCSA WORKSHOP AT MARSTON 

Marston students need your help! 

Volunteers are needed for a special workshop at 

Marston on December 5 from 3:10-4:40 pm, 

decorating bags and preparing donations for 

CCSA.  Please come share holiday cheer with 

our neighbors at Marston! To sign up, please 

contact Kris at Kris@stmarksumcsd.org or by 

calling the church ffice.  

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to 

have your picture published, please let an usher 

know, or contact the church office by phone or 

email. 

 

SERMON VIDEO AVAILABLE   

Video of each Sunday’s sermon is 

available via our website: 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or on YouTube. 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United 

Methodist Church, we made a commitment to 

ourselves to support the Church by “our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness.”   Please keep the following people 

and their loved ones in prayer: 

♥  Rebena Land 

♥  Carlyn Djie 

♥  Al Johannesen  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes  

♥  Jackie Chamberlain 

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Gordon & Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

     and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
  



  

 

 


