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  Keeping In Touch 

Dear friends, 
 
This Wednesday is Veterans Day.  It was originally established as “Armistice 
Day” beginning on Nov. 11, 1919, commemorating the first anniversary  
ending World War I.  In 1954 it was named Veterans Day.  Unlike Memorial 
Day, Veterans Day pays tribute to all American veterans—living or dead—but  
especially gives thanks to living veterans who serve(d) their country honorably 
during war or peacetime.  
 
Here at St. Mark’s we pray for those whose names are on our prayer list, but I 
also know there are others whose names we don’t know. There are veterans 
within our neighborhoods who have been deployed to foreign countries and 
served multiple tours of duty. There are those who registered in times of 
peace only to find themselves in the midst of conflict. And sadly, there are too 
many who have suffered physical loss and emotional stress in ways we  
cannot imagine.  There are not enough ways to thank each of our veterans 
and their families for their willingness to serve this nation in their fullest  
capacity.   
 
I am thankful that Veterans Day, November 11, has not coupled to a Saturday 
or Sunday to accommodate those who want a three-day weekend. I am  
grateful it has not been linked to any other date thereby diminishing the  
sacrifice of those who answered the call to fight for the freedom of our country 
and for others.  Veterans and their families deserve to be recognized and 
honored for their selflessness in the work they have done and continue to do.    
 
This Sunday we are taking a special offering for our veterans here in San  
Diego as we support The Stephen A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at Veterans 
Village of San Diego. Many of you have been reading about this in The  
Messenger and have already given your gift.  Thank you.  I’d like to tell you 
one more thing about this Clinic we support: Every one of the employees who 
works in this clinic is attached to the military, whether they are active military 
or they have a family member who serves.  Truly, this is a case of neighbor 
serving neighbor.   
 
I am so grateful for the supportive work of Veterans Village of San Diego and 
the multiple ways they reach out to help those in their ranks.  They embody 
Paul’s message to the Thessalonians when he says, “Encourage one another 
and build up each other.”  I think it is a message we can all use right now.   
 
I hope you’ll join us for worship on Sunday as we consider Paul’s message to 
the church, then and now.  I think it is something we can all use.  However, 
before then, I invite you on Wednesday to pause during your day and say a 
prayer of thanks for the veterans in our nation and around our world.  We are 
all the better for their work. 
 
In peace and with hope, 
Jeri 

November 10, 2020 

Rev. Jeri Newell-Davis 
Associate Pastor 



Veterans Day Special Offering –  
Sunday, November 15, 2020 

 

St. Mark’s is taking a 
special offering this 
year to support The 
Stephen A. Cohen 
Military Family Clinic 
at Veterans Village 
San Diego. The care 
provided to individuals 
and families is  
customized for a variety of mental health  
issues, including anxiety, depression, PTSD, 
transitional and relationship issues for post 9/11 
veterans and their family support system.  
 

Thank you for your financial support to our  
veterans and military families.  Checks can be 
made payable to St. Mark’s UMC with Veterans 
in the memo line.        

Grief During the Holidays 
Zoom Gatherings     

Nov. 18, Dec. 2 and 9, 2020 
6:30 – 8:00 PM 

 
Grief can often feel more complicated during 
the holiday season with the expectations of 
family gatherings and seasonal joy.  But grief is 
not a respecter of time or season and can leave 
some people feeling sad, depressed, or  
isolated. However, studies show that sharing 
your feelings can help.   
 
Pastor Jeri and Diane Moreno, St. Mark’s  
Visitation Minister, will be leading three  
dialogues for those who are experiencing grief 
during this holiday season.  If you would like 
to participate in one or all three of these 
conversations, please contact the church 
office to register: office@stmarksumcsd.org 
or  858-273-1480. 
 
A Zoom link will be sent the morning of the  
session.  And if you need pastoral care before 
these meetings, please contact us at the church 
office, 858-273-1480.  We are here for you.   

St. Mark’s Awarded $5,500 Grant 
for Worship Broadcasting Equipment! 

 

It is with joy and gratitude that we celebrate the 
receipt of $5,500 toward the purchase of  
worship broadcasting equipment from the South 
District Cal-Pac Conference.  
 
Pastor Darin saw the opportunity and jumped at 
it!  How wonderful that our church community 
can benefit from its connectedness with the  
larger denomination to increase our connected-
ness with the world at large. 

In-Person and Virtual  
Holy Communion 

 

With the current restrictions lifted for outdoor,  
in-person gatherings for public worship, we  
celebrate the opportunity to host 15-minute 
Communion services on our patio.  The next 
service is Tuesday, November 17 at 1:00 p.m.  
Each participant must wear a mask and agree 
to abide by physical distancing specifications as 
well as contact-tracing measures. From the 
north parking lot, ushers will help to guide us 
into and out of the space, and hand out individu-
ally wrapped elements for our celebration at the 
table. 
 

We will continue to host communion on Monday 
evenings via Zoom for those who do not feel 
comfortable attending in person or who are at 
higher risk due to age or health concerns.  The 
next Zoom service is Monday, November 16 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

While we are grateful for the opportunity to  
gather, we know that we cannot mitigate all risk, 
and ask that each individual and family discern 
what is best for their well-being at this time. 



CCSA Pivots to Provide for the Hungry 
During These COVID-19 Holidays 

Rise Against Hunger Thanks St. Mark’s for Gift 
 

St. Mark’s stepped up with $3451.68 in donations to Rise Against Hunger this summer. RAH 
writes, “Your gift will change lives, create sustainable communities and will enable us to  
respond quickly in times of crisis like the global pandemic we face today.” Near or far, the 
love of St. Mark’s for ALL is there. 



Please keep all those in prayer who are  
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Our military personnel: 
  Brook Bossen, Coast Guard 

Kris Brendal, Army 
  Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Henry Hoadley, Navy 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Adam Shelar, Navy 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 

In Our Prayers 

You are invited to participate in the St. 
Mark's prayer chain via email. Prayer  
requests will be sent to you via an email 
account you provide; you will not be asked  
to do anything other than offer your private 
prayers for requests you  
receive. To participate, please email 
Carol Brown at carol.brown@cst.edu. 
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by St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 3502 Clairemont 
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San Diego, CA POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
St. Mark’s Messenger, 3502 Clairemont Dr, S.D., CA 92117 

Pastor’s Bible School  
Wednesdays @ 1 p.m. 

 

Join Rev. Jeri Wednesdays in November at  
1 p.m. via Zoom as we explore the Lectionary  
Passages of the week. A Zoom link will  
be sent by email each Wednesday morning. 
Here are the passages for 
 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 
 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 Psalm 100 
 Ephesians 1:15-23 
 Matthew 25:31-46 

Next Week @ A Glance 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020   
7:00PM     School Board Meeting/Zoom 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 
Office Closed in observance of Veterans Day 

Thursday, November 12, 2020   
3:30PM     Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom 
6:00PM     Charge Conference/Zoom 

Sunday, November 15, 2020  
9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 
11:00AM   Sunday School/Zoom 

Monday, November 16, 2020 
7:00PM     Virtual Holy Communion/Zoom 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 
1:00PM     In-person Holy Communion/Patio 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 
1:00PM   Bible Study w/ Rev. Jeri/Zoom 
6:30 PM  Grief During Holidays/Zoom 

Thursday, November 19, 2020   
3:30PM     Cherub Hallelujah Choir/Zoom 

Sunday, November 22, 2020 
9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 
12:00PM   Youth Group/Zoom 

Additional Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. 

 

If you would like to be added to Bill Galante’s 
Wednesday late afternoon Bible Study, please 
contact Charles Ballinger who arranges the Zoom 
link (619-275-2245 or cballin1@san.rr.com). 

 2020 Charge Conference Details 
 

Our DS, Rev. John Farley, will preside over this 
year’s Charge Conference to be held on Thurs, 
Nov. 12 at 6:00 p.m. by Zoom: Meeting ID: 986 
0370 4667; Passcode: 794638. Anyone in the 
congregation is welcome to attend Charge  
Conference. 
 

The Charge Conference booklet will be dissemi-
nated to the congregation electronically Tuesday 
afternoon.  If you would like a paper copy, 
please let Michelle know by responding to 
this email or calling the office at 858-273-
1480.  The booklet will be ready for pickup Tues-
day afternoon from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. and all day 
Thursday.   

No Bible School This Wed. 11/11 Due to Holiday 


