
100 HYGIENE KITS  

This past week St. Mark’s Missions Team 

purchased and stuffed 100 hygiene kits for the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR).  These kits will be distributed to 

people who have been impacted by natural 

disasters.  The funds used to purchase 100 

towels, washcloths, soap, nail clippers, combs, 

toothbrushes & toothpaste, and band-aids, came 

from contributions to the Missions Emergency 

Response.   Thank you for your generous support 

to the Missions funds.  Your kindness makes a 

positive impact on lives.  

IMMEDIATE NEEDS FOR CCSA 

 Please bring any of the following to the 

church office for Community Christian Service 

Agency: 
 

1. Men’s Underwear (S,M,L) 

2. Men’s Jeans (30-36) 

3. Hooded Sweatshirts 

4. Men’s Tennis Shoes 

5. Shampoo and Conditioner (Family size) 

6. Boxes of Cereal 

7. Cans of Vienna Sausages 

8. Mac & Cheese 
 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE DEDICATION 

On November 5 we will celebrate All 

Saints Day at 9:30 a.m.  After church we will 

adjourn to the Memorial Garden to dedicate a 

plaque for Liz Cotton. 
 

DO YOU ENJOY COFFEE TIME AT 
CHURCH? 

Coffee time is a wonderful time to gather 

and fellowship after church.  St. Mark’s provides 

the coffee and condiments and volunteers provide 

the service.  There is a need for coffee servers 

during November and December.  There are 

many benefits to serving coffee on Sunday 

mornings.  Not only is it fun but you get to meet 

and greet people as you serve.  If you would like 

to get more information about this opportunity, 

please contact Sandi Johnson at 858-278-8833 or 

you can sign up in the church office.  

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS    

The Community Christian Service 

Agency will be registering approximately 200 

low-income families for their Christmas Gift 

Basket Program this year.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for church groups as well as 

individual families to bring a little Christmas 

cheer to families in need.  CCSA will be seeking 

sponsors for these families.  They are also 

putting together Gift Bags for the homeless 

population and an “Extra Food Basket” program 

as well.  Sign-up sheets and details can be found 

on the CCSA website, www.ccsasandiego.org, 

for all three programs. 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we became part of the United Methodist 

Church, we made a commitment to ourselves to 

support the Church by “our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness.”   Please keep 

the following people and their loved ones in 

prayer: 

♥  Rebena Land 

♥  Carlyn Djie 

♥  Al Johannesen  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes  

♥  Jackie Chamberlain 

♥  John Fletcher 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Erin Riechman  

♥  Dolores Hall 

♥  Mitch and Marisa Boyer 

♥  Gordon & Tricia Martin  

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

     and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 
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DEAR FRIENDS OF ST. MARK’S, 
 

We had a very stimulating and constructive discussion after church last Sunday.  We were 

following up on two previous after-church conversations reflecting on race in America in the wake of the 

demonstration by white supremacists in Charlottesville in August.   

 

Sunday’s discussion wound up being an example of the saying "Life is what happens when you're 

making other plans."  Discussion leader Carol Brown had gathered resources, including a video for us to 

watch, and had prepared questions and suggested topics to stimulate conversation.  As things turned out, 

we didn't use any of it. 

 

There were about 14 people gathered around two tables in the Social Hall.  Carol asked if everyone 

was ready to begin and someone said they wanted to share something.  This led to a conversation about 

why so much attention is being given in news reports to relatively unimportant matters, when there are 

vital matters that need our attention.  Several people voiced agreement, and others began talking about 

more-urgent issues that need attention but are being mostly ignored. 

 

I think the church needs to be a place where each of us can be heard.  Each of us can have the 

willingness to both listen and speak with compassion.  We in the church can provide a safe place for 

people to express their deepest concerns, whatever they are, and for there to be the kind of loving listening 

that feeds our innate desire to come together to make the world a better place.  Stay tuned for more 

opportunities for conversation. 

 

This Sunday will be grand and glorious at St. Mark’s!  We celebrate the 500
th

 anniversary of the 

beginning of the Protestant Reformation, which changed both the church 

and the world.  We’ll have a brass quintet playing the favorite Martin 

Luther hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” and other special music.  

We will also launch our 2018 Stewardship Campaign, with a theme based 

on St. Francis’ statement “For it is in giving that we receive.”  After 

church, members of the choir will bake fresh soft pretzels and serve root 

beer and ginger ale, to raise money for their trip to Carnegie Hall next 

month. 

 

See you in church! 

Craig 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2017 

8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc  

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship  
 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New 

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this 

week: 

  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

  Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

  1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

  Matthew 22:34-46 

 

ST. MARK’S CHOIR FUNDRAISER 

Come and enjoy Oktoberfest at St. Mark’s 

with beer (root beer), Ale (ginger ale) and fresh 

soft pretzels this Sunday, after church service. 

This is a fund raiser for the choir's trip to New 

York. If you can’t make it you are welcome to 

make a donation in any amount to St Mark’s 

Choir Trip.  

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 Attendance on Sunday, October 22, was 

132. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION  

Please be sure to complete an attendance 

card on Sunday morning with your complete 

contact information for you and your entire 

household members so the church office can 

update the church directory. Please contact the 

church office if you have any questions 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST SUNDAY 

All are invited to enjoy a delicious 

pancake breakfast Sunday, November 12 in the 

Social Hall before church (7:45 to 9:15).  Be sure 

to invite a friend, neighbor or a complete stranger 

to come and enjoy one of the many benefits of 

being a part of St. Mark’s. 

 

SUPPORT OUR ART SHOW 

Our 2017 Digital Art Show is underway.  

There are two different ways you can support the 

show. First, we will need you to vote for the 

Congregational Favorite Award. When you 

choose your favorite art work, you tell both the 

artist and the art committee how much you 

appreciate having the art show each year. 

The second way you can support the show 

is to sit with the art during our viewing hours on 

one of the Saturdays: October 28, and November 

4 and 11. Please contact Judy Edelblute 858-278-

0255 or judyedel8@gmail.com if you can sit the 

show. 
 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENERS NEEDED 

Every month a group of very capable 

volunteers provide free blood pressure screens in 

the New Room after church.  There is a need of 

medical students or personnel that would like to 

help the fourth Sunday of every month taking 

blood pressures for our community. If you are 

interested or want more information please 

contact Rev. Jeri or Kay Bays (619-276-7268). 

  

 

NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Monday, October 30, 2017 

6:00 PM Carillon Bells/SH 

Tuesday, 31, 2017 

6:30 PM GriefShare/NR 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

5:00 PM Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 PM Bible Study/NR 

6:00 PM Glory Ringers/SH 

Thursday, November 2, 2017 
8:00 AM Chair Yoga/SH 

4:15 PM Cherub & Hallelujah Choirs/CR 

5:20 PM Chimes/SH 

7:00 PM Chancel Choir/CR 

                    Boy Scouts/SH 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 
1:00 PM Art Show/Narthex 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 
8:30 AM Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM Tongan Fellowship 



IRRESISTIBLE ENVIRONMENT - 
AUTHENTICITY 

This is the third in a series of how the 

church can cultivate an environment irresistible to 

emerging generations by Scott Crostek, pastor of 

Resurrection Downtown in Kansas City.  The 

previous articles talked about hospitality and 

anonymity, being welcoming but allowing space 

for guests and frequent visitors to feel their way 

into experiencing God and participating in the life 

of the church.  Here he talks about being 

authentic.  

“If we long to invite people to come as 

they are, then we must be willing to do the same.  

We must be willing to come to worship just as we 

are.  This is authenticity.  This is what draws 

emerging generations closer to God because it 

allows them to feel safe being open in the same 

way. So, make mistakes, don’t script transitions, 

and live into every invitation you extend to the 

congregation.  If you invite people to pray 

silently, then you better do the same thing.  If you 

challenge people in sermons with action steps, 

then you better take them too.  If you invite people 

to experience God’s presence in communion, then 

you must also treat communion as a worship 

experience in your own life, not just as something 

to provide or make possible as a leader.  And in 

the moments you fail, share your experience of 

falling short.  Authenticity requires an ongoing 

admission of shortcomings and an unwavering 

openness to learning and growing from every 

person and situation you encounter.  Humble 

leaders and authentic leaders are not dominating, 

polished, or perfected personalities.  They are 

catalysts for authentic environments.”  

In this article, as one of the church leaders, 

I bear a great responsibility in being authentic.  

But it isn’t just the church leadership who is 

called to authenticity it is everyone who calls 

themselves followers of Christ.  We cannot expect 

those who don’t know Christ to be authentic if 

we, the body of Christ are not authentic.   Jesus 

talks about this in Matthew 23 when he calls out 

the Scribes and Pharisees.  It is a high standard we 

all are held to.  Yet, being authentic is risky 

business.  Some people may ridicule or disrespect 

your authenticity.  I hope that is never the case, 

but if it happens here or anywhere else, please 

know you can talk to me or Rev. Craig.  We’re 

here for you and we’re glad you’re here.   

In peace, 

Jeri 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKETPLACE  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12     

Did you know we are now about 60 days 

away from Christmas? Does not seem possible, 

but it is. In order to help you, and others, St. 

Mark’s will hold its Alternative Christmas 

Market on  Sunday November 12 from 10:30 – 

Noon.  

    This marketplace is designed to help you 

buy unique gifts and to help others through your 

purchases and donations. Just think, you can get 

most of your Christmas shopping done by 

purchasing quality items from the Guatemala 

Project, Tomorrow Project, the United Methodist 

Women (UMW), or St. Mark’s Fair Trade Table. 

In addition to these agencies you can make gift 

donations in someone’s name to Community 

Christian Service Agency (CCSA), Tijuana 

School Build (TJB), San Diego Christ UM 

Ministry Center (CMC), or Heifer Project.  
 

EQUIPPING THE EQUIPPERS! 

First United Methodist Church Chula 

Vista, in collaboration with St. Paul's United 

Methodist Church Coronado, would like to 

support all Bible study leaders, small group 

teachers, and ministry leaders by providing an 

"Equipping the Equippers!" training on 

Saturday, November 18th, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(Snacks and lunch provided – donations 

graciously accepted) 

Here leaders will gather for fellowship and 

strengthening in such nuts-and-bolts topics as 

facilitating class conversation, stages of faith 

formation, and traditional Protestant theology 

within a Wesleyan perspective. 

First United Methodist Church Chula 

Vista at 1200 East H Street Chula Vista, 91910.   

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to have 

your picture published, please let an usher know, 

or contact the church office by phone or email. 

 

  

 


