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‘DEAR FRIENDS, 

Have you heard a Christmas carol yet?  They’re coming any day now. 

 

Each year, Merrie and I notice when our neighbor puts the inflatable witch and pumpkin on their roof. 

 It just happened, so I guess the holiday season has officially arrived!   The witch will be replaced with an 

inflatable turkey, then Santa and sleigh, then cupid and heart.  I can’t remember if the last one is an inflatable 

St. Patrick or an inflatable mother for Mothers’ Day.  In any case, we’re prepared for several months of 

holiday inflatables. 

 

Many of us just can’t wait for the holidays.  These celebrations and decorations are important to us, 

because we need a special time and a focus on something to celebrate! 

 

As we begin our Stewardship Campaign for 2017, we lift up and celebrate “Generous Gratitude.” 

 Ever since our founding 62 years ago, St. Mark’s has been blessed by many, many faithful, courageous and 

generous stewards.  As we now face the difficult challenge of being a real, vital, and growing 21
st
-century 

ministry, we have a balanced budget, a very well-managed Foundation, and no debt. 

 

It really is amazing that we have been left such a strong legacy, not just in finances, but also in 

gracious, outreaching spirit and in loving faithfulness.  This is an extraordinary faith community, and we are 

uniquely situated to both secure the future of our facility and to continue to expand our efforts in missions and 

ministry. 

 

Over the next four Sundays, we will hear from members, friends, and staff of St. Mark’s on the theme 

of “Generous Gratitude.” Each has come to this community in a very particular way, and each brings a unique 

perspective and different gifts to our work together.  And each understands the power and importance of our 

mission to “inspire the world as passionate followers of Jesus Christ, so that all may experience God’s life-

giving love.” 
 

As we undertake our stewardship campaign, we look ahead to 2017 and beyond with anticipation and 

expectancy.  And we remember these words from Bishop Minerva Carcaño: 

 

“Be unafraid to tackle human sin and injustice, in the knowledge that the grace, mercy, and love of Jesus 

Christ our Lord are at work through you every time you step out in faithfulness to him. Set aside all doubt that 

you can indeed transform the world.” 

 

See you in church! 

Craig 
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DINNER AND A SHOW 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, AT 5 P.M.  

Come to the Social Hall for "Dinner and a 

Show" presented by St. Mark’s Chancel Choir.  

Enjoy a wonderful  Italian dinner and dessert 

while special musical numbers are sung by 

talented Chancel Choir members. This is a fund 

raiser for St. Mark’s Music Department.  Tickets 

are $10 for adults ages 15 and over, and $5 for 

ages 14 and under. Tickets will go on sale next 

week after church on the patio. Come and enjoy a 

great evening of food and song.  

 

DO YOU ENJOY COFFEE TIME AT 

CHURCH? 

Coffee time is a wonderful time to gather 

and fellowship after church.  St. mark’s provides 

the coffee and condiments and volunteers provide 

the service.  There is a need for coffee servers 

during October, November and December.  There 

are many benefits to serving coffee on Sunday 

mornings.  Not only is it fun but you get to meet 

and greet people as you serve.  If you would like 

to get more information about this opportunity, 

please contact Sandi Johnson at 858-278-8833 or 

you can sign up in the church office.  

 

OKTOBERFEST PRETZELS ARE HERE! 

Come try San Diego Pretzel Company 

pretzels and place your pretzel order on the patio 

this Sunday! Proceeds will help our youth 

purchase an automatic door opener for the front 

office.  

 

SERMON VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE 

Video of each week’s Sunday sermon is 

now available via our website: 

stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  ST. MARK’S WOMEN’S 

RETREAT WEEKEND  

Ladies mark your calendars for March 24-26, 

2017!   

  

 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE DEDICATION 

On November 6 we will celebrate All 

Saints Day at 9:30.  After the service we will 

adjourn to the Memorial Garden to dedicate new 

plaques for Roy and Gwyn Cannon, Arlene Hess, 

Jim Hess, Art Matsuura, and Joe and Lois 

Ramsey. 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of 

those pictures may be published in our church 

publications, slideshows, on our website, or on 

our social media pages. If you do not wish to 

have your picture published, please let an usher 

know, or contact the church office by phone or 

email. 

 

HONORING KEILS GROCERY STORE 

Keils, long-time neighborhood grocery 

store, will be closing at the end of the month. 

Many of the employees live in our Clairemont 

community. Over the years Keils has generously 

extended support to local fundraisers and offered 

tours for elementary students. Keils provided a 

walkable destination for shoppings living in 

Sorrento Towers, a rent-controlled apartment 

building for seniors and those with disabilities. 

Let's show the Keils employees our gratitude for 

being such a wonderful neighborhood store for 

the past two decades. Please sign the banner on 

the patio after church this Sunday.  

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS    

The Community Christian Service 

Agency will be registering approximately 200 

low-income families for their Christmas Gift 

Basket Program this year.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for church groups as well as 

individual families to bring a little Christmas 

cheer to families in need.  CCSA is currently 

seeking sponsors for these families.  They are 

also putting together Gift Bags for the homeless 

population and an “Extra Food Basket” program 

as well.  Sign-up sheets and details can be found 

on the CCSA website, www.ccsasandiego.org, 

for all three programs. 

  

 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2016 
8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

10:45 AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

4:30 PM   Concert/Sanc 
 

BY ROYAL DECREE:  

MEDIEVAL DINNER TICKETS AVAILABLE! 

All lords and ladies of the realm are 

invited! Tickets to the Saturday, December 10th 

Medieval Dinner (5:30-8 PM in the Social Hall) 

will be available for purchase on the patio this 

Sunday, and each Sunday thereafter. Suggested 

donation is $15 or more per adult, and $7 for 

those 12 and under. All support helps our youth 

make the campus more accessible with an 

automatic door opener for the front office, in 

memory of Joan Johnson. Give $100 and receive a 

special Garland of Gratitude from our youth at the 

event. $250 or more will earn you a royal 

knighthood! 
 

CONCERT BROCHURE 

 Included in this mailing of The Messenger 

you will find a copy of the Concert brochure for 

the 2016-17 concert season along with an offering 

envelope.   This year we will feature some of your 

favorite musical artists and groups, including both 

vocal and instrumental performers, and we look 

forward to sharing these experiences with you. 

Many of you have faithfully supported the 

concerts with an extra financial gift in addition to 

your contributions through the concert offerings.  

Thank You!  We appreciate your generosity 

which makes these concerts possible. 

 

CONCERT THIS SUNDAY 

 This Sunday at 4:30 PM the San Diego 

Chamber Choir will sing at St. Mark’s.  They are 

the first in our Concert Series this year.  Please 

plan to attend and bring a friend! 

 

YOUR PRESENCE  

Sunday, October 16, church attendance  

was 182.   

 

NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 

Monday, October 24, 2016 

1:00 PM   Violence Divine Book Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Carillon Bells/SH 

Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

1:00 PM   Hilton Memorial & Reception 

6:30 PM   Education Meeting/Lib 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 

3:30 PM   UMW Exec. Reception 

5:00 PM   Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Glory Ringers/SH 

6:30 PM   Youth Group/Rm 10 

Thursday, October 27, 2016 
7:30 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

4:15 PM   Cherub & Hallelujah Choirs/CR 

5:20 PM   Chimes/SH 

7:00 PM   Chancel Choir 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

  

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Begins at 8:30 A.M. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is 

available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for 

this week:  

Jeremiah 31:27-34 

Psalm 119:97-104 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5Luke 18:1-8 
 

“THE BIBLE PRESUMES YOUR 

INTELLIGENCE.”   

This is the basis for biblical scholar John 

Dominic Crossan’s video Bible study Violence 

Divine: Overcoming the Bible’s Portrayal of Its 

Non-Violent God. It’s a fascinating exploration of 

Biblical origins, and it seeks to answer the 

question “Why does the Bible contain so much 

violence?” All are always invited to this video 

study and discussion with Rev. Craig on Mondays 

from 1 to 2:15 in the New Room, near the church 

office. Come to one or any number of the 

discussions, which will conclude on November 7. 

Come by anytime. 
 

 

 

 



CELEBRATION OF LIFE  

 There will be a service to celebrate the life 

of Herbert Hilton on Tuesday, October 25 at 1 PM 

here at St. Mark’s with a reception to follow in the 

Social Hall.  The family suggests memorial 

contributions be made to the San Diego Public 

Library.  All are invited. 
 

THE JOURNEY, WALKING THE ROAD TO 

BETHLEHEM 

Beginning Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 3PM Rev. 

Jeri will be leading a five-week book study on 

Adam Hamilton’s The Journey, Walking the Road 

to Bethlehem.   Together, we will journey with 

Adam Hamilton as he leads us from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem in this fascinating look at the birth of 

Jesus Christ.   Using historical information, 

archaeological data, and a personal look at some 

of the stories surrounding the birth, the most 

amazing moment in history will become more real 

and heart-felt as you walk along this road. 

Sign-up in the office.  You can order your 

book from your on-line retailer or indicate you’d 

like a book ordered at the cost of $21.    

 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS 

 The church office received a message 

from the Community Christian Service Agency 

that they are completely out of the following 

items: 

 Boys and Girls Clothing (18 to 24 months   

and 2 T to size 16) 

 Reading Glasses 

 Men’s Jeans 32-38 

 Men’s Shorts 32-38 

 Men’s T-shirts L, XL, XXL 

 Men’s Sweatshirts L, XL, XXL 

 Mac & Cheese 

 Vienna sausage 

 Toothbrushes 

 Soap 

 Shampoo (Family Size) 

 Donations can be brought to the church 

office or directly to CCSA at 4167 Rappahannock 

Ave, San Diego, CA 92117 

 VETERAN’S DAY OFFERING  

Nov. 13, 2016 - St. Mark’s will take a 

special Veteran’s Day offering to support a 

project that began in San Diego and has received 

national attention, National Stand Down.  Stand 

Down is an intervention that was conceived from 

the ground up specifically for veterans, by 

veterans.  For more information go to: 

 http://www.vvsd.net/standdown.htm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 

our service and our witness.”  

 
♥  Herb Hilton’s Family  

♥   Kim Parks 

♥  Loretta Schaffer  

♥  Harry Tweedie 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Deanna Marshall 

♥  Pete Petiford  

♥  Dolores and Louis Hall 

♥  Bernice Morrison 

♥  Josie and Tammy Christian 

♥  Juanita Burrows 

♥  Hope Coleman 

♥  Brad Davidson 

♥  Floyd Murphy  

♥  Dave Plutchak  
 

        …and our military personnel, including: 
 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

http://www.vvsd.net/standdown.htm

