
 
Interested in Becoming a Member  
(or Wondering What It Means)? 

Do you want to know more about the United 
Methodist Church? It is not too late to join 
this series! Rev. Lydia is leading a four week 
class that will take place after Sunday morning  
services in the month of January. We will meet 
in the New Room during coffee hour. All are  
welcome to this class.  

LGBTQIA Questions?   
Join Dr. Colette Lord and Rev. Jeri 

 
Who? Anyone want-
ing to understand the 
LGBTQIA community  
What? Dr. Colette 
Lord will answer 
questions about  
gender identity and 
what it means to be 
transgender or  

           non-binary.  
 
When? Third Monday of each month, 6-7 PM 
January 21 ïJune 17, 2019  
 
Why? To increase the understanding,  
compassion, and empathy for LGBTQIA folks 
so our community is loving for all.  
 
Where? St. Markôs United Methodist Church 
3502 Clairemont Dr., Rm. 10  
San Diego, CA 92117  
858.273.1480 

Service Event:  
Healing Arts for Asylum Seekers 

Sunday, January 13, 10:45 am - 1:45 pm 
 
You are invited to be a part of a small team of  

volunteers bring-
ing an hour of art 
to the asylum 
seekers sheltering 
at Christ Ministry 
Center. We'll first 
meet for training 
and discussion at 
St. Mark's, then 
head to Christ 
Ministry Center. 
Space is limited. 

Please contact Kris Nieder, Director of Youth and 
Intergenerational Ministries, at 
Kris@StMarksUMCSD.org if interested or to get 
more information.  

Bienvenidos Bags for  
Asylum Seekers 

Save the Date of Sunday, January 20! 
 
You are invited to help create backpack kits for 
asylum seekers. Our youth are collecting new 
and gently used backpacks, travel sized  
hygiene items, socks, and monetary contribu-
tions towards AT&T GoPhones and calling 
cards. On January 20, come help assemble 
the kits in the Social Hall from 11 am to noon. 
We'll hear about Christ Ministry Center's Safe 
Harbors program. (Thank you to Diana, 13, for 
coming up with the name for our bags!)  

Birthline Happily Receives our Gifts 
by Karen Scanlon 

 
A heartfelt thank you to all of us who donated baby 
items during the Sunday School Advent Giving  
Project. Delivery to Birthline was made just after 
Christmas to the delight of Director Jeanne  
Hansen and volunteer Samantha Flather. 
 
On Epiphany Sunday, I taught Sunday School with 
third through fifth graders and we talked about the odd 
gifts that magi delivered to the Christ Child. It is 
thought that those gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh had special meaning associated to what was to 
come for Jesus later in His life. We wondered if Mary 
would have preferred gifts more useful in the care of 
her baby, such as disposable diapers, board books, a 
digital thermometer, and extra clothing.    
 
The gifts you gave go to mothers and infants that you 
may never meet. But Jesus knows who they are! 
Thanks, everybody! 

Concert Series: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Choir 

January 20, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. 
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Choir of San 

Diego is a traditional gospel choir, singing songs 

with spiritual meaning and heart-filled sound. Their 

mission is to raise funds for educational grants for 

San Diego County high school seniors pursuing a 

college degree in visual or performing arts. Together 

they are strong and their faith is expressed through 

songs of praise and worship, giving God the glory. 

Bring your family and friends to the concert and visit 

with members of the choir at a reception in the So-

cial Hall following the show. 
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In Our Prayers 
Next Week @ A Glance 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

7:45AM     Pancake Breakfast 
8:30AM     Pastorôs Sunday School/NR 
8:45AM     Chancel Choir Practice/Sanc 
9:30AM     Service/Sanc 
10:45AM   Prospect. Member Class/NR 
10:45AM   Directory Photo Sign-Up 
12:00PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
12:30PM   Healing Art/Christ Ministry Ctr 

Monday, January 14, 2019 
6:00PM     Carillon Bells/SH 
6:45PM     AA Meeting-Wmn/RM 9 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
6:00PM     Finance Cmte Mtg/NR 
7:00PM     Church Council Mtg/:ib 
7:15PM     AA Meeting/RM 9 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
9:30AM     Preschool Chapel/Sanc 
5:30PM     Bible Study/NR 
6:00PM     Glory Ringers/SH 

Thursday, January 17, 2019 

9:30AM     Preschool Chapel/Sanc 
9:30AM     Ties of Love/SH 
12:00PM   Midday Mindfulness/NR 
1:00PM     Interfaith Disaster Council/NR 
4:15PM     Cherub Choir/CR 
5:20PM     Hallelujah Chimes/SH 
7:00PM     Chancel Choir/CR 
7:00PM     Boy Scouts/SH 
7:15PM     AA Meeting-Wmn/RM 9 
Sunday, January 20, 2019 
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8:30AM     Pastorôs Sunday School/NR 
9:30AM     Service/Sanc 
10:45AM   Prospect. Member Class/NR 
10:45AM   Directory Photo Sign-Up 
11:00AM   Backpacks Stuffing/SH 
12:00PM   Tongan Fellowship/Sanc 
4:30PM     MLK Choir/Sanc & SH 
 

CR=Choir Room Sanc=Sanctuary 
Lib=Library SH=Social Hall 
NR=New Room 
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You are invited to partici-
pate in the St Mark's 
prayer chain via email. 
Prayer requests will be 
sent to you via an email 
account you provide; you 
will not be asked to do 
anything other than offer 
your private prayers for 
requests you receive. To 
participate, please email 
Donna Newby at 
donewby@san.rr.com. 

858-273-1480 

�6�W���� �0�D�U�N�¶�V�� �0�H�V�V�H�Q�J�H�U�� ���8�6�3�6�� ������-
�����������L�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���Z�H�H�N�O�\���E�\���6�W�����0�D�U�N�¶�V��
�8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W�� �&�K�X�U�F�K���� ����������
�&�O�D�L�U�H�P�R�Q�W�� �'�U�L�Y�H���� �6�D�Q�� �'�L�H�J�R�� �&�$��
�������������� �� �3�H�U�L�R�G�L�F�D�O�V�� �3�R�V�W�D�J�H�� �S�D�L�G�� �D�W��
�6�D�Q�� �'�L�H�J�R���� �&�$�� �3�2�6�7�0�$�6�7�(�5���� �6�H�Q�G��
�D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �W�R�� �6�W���� �0�D�U�N�¶�V�� �0�H�V��
�V�H�Q�J�H�U���������������&�O�D�L�U�H�P�R�Q�W���'�U�����6���'�������&�$��
����������  

Sunday, January 13, 2019 
9:30 AM  Service 
Rev.  Craig 

 
Child Care, Room 1   

 
Sunday School 
Rooms 6, 8 &10 

Rev. Craig Dorval 
Senior Minister 
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Keeping In Touch 

January 9, 2019 

Do you have some free time 
during the week?  Consider 
becoming an office volunteer.  
We currently need help on 
Monday  mornings from 9:00  
AM to 12:00 PM.  For more 
information contact the office 
at 858-273-1480. 

Office Volunteer Needed 

Pastor�¶s Sunday 
School 

In Pastorôs Sunday School 

we study the lectionary 

texts which follow the 

church calendar.  For  

Sunday, January 13: 

�x�� Isaiah 43:1-7 

�x�� Psalm 29 

�x�� Acts 8:14-17 

�x�� Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

Itôs an informal study,  

�D�O�Z�D�\�V���R�S�H�Q���W�R���D�O�O, at  

8:30 AM in the New Room. 

Did you know there is more 
information on our website 
and in the email Messenger?   
�x�� Need a pick-me-up?  
Videos of all sermons are 
on-line! 

If you donôt want to miss a 
thing, subscribe to the email  
Messenger at 
www.stmarksumcsd.org. 
 

Happy New Year!  Time for big questions.  Is it time to start something 
new?  Or is it time to start a new life?  Am I ever going to clean out the 
garage? 
 
These kinds of questions come up every single New Yearôs.  Itôs really 
a good thing to use this time of calendar changeover to change some-
thing about our livesðmaybe even something big.  But we go through 
this every year, and it can get to seem repetitive, and even trite.  This is 
why there are the annual reports in the media about the effectiveness, 
or lack of effectiveness, of New Years resolutions.  There are now even 
step-by-step programs to make our resolutions work better.   
 
Or should I say last better.  I donôt know about you, but when I make 
resolutions, they seem to always come with an expiration date thatôs 
much sooner than 12 months away.  Sometimes my resolutions expire 
in January.  Sometimes as early as January 3rd.  But they are such a 
good idea when Iôm sitting on the couch celebrating the new year. 
 
The church starts the new year off with baptism.  Officially, this Sunday 
we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord by remembering the encounter 
between John the Baptist and Jesusðan encounter that included  
Jesusô baptism.   
 
In church, we will celebrate a baptism, and there will be an opportunity 
for all to renew our baptisms and be thankful.  That last part is a carry-
over from the old year: ñbe thankful.ò  To remember my baptism and be 
thankful. 
 
There are two parts.  Remembering, and being thankful.  Remembering 
what has happened to us, and why, and what it has meant for us.  
Think about that.  Isnôt gratitude a natural response? 
 
From that position of sincere gratitude it becomes easy to embrace the 
big questions.  What do we most need to do?  Most important, what 
change in my routine or attitude will result in better day-to-day lives for 
the people around me?  For the people around me and myself? 
 
Is it time to start something new?  Or is it time to start a new life?  Am I 
ever going to clean out the garage? 
 
See you in church, and join me in renewing our faith, and our work  
together. 
 
�&�U�D�L�J 


