
January 5, 2021 

Yesterday, I discovered in my inbox at church two Christmas cards. 
Both of them were completely unexpected, from people I have known 
and felt kinship with from different chapters of my life. Each sender, 
no longer having an up-to-date address for me, sought out the  
address for St. Mark’s of their own accord in order to demonstrate a 
continued sense of connection between us. The most precious  
kindness.  
 

This comes on the heels of a few texts and calls this Christmas that 
had me reflecting on all of the incredible people I have known and 
loved because of our shared membership in this one body, the 
Church. Remembering some of their names and faces, I was  
suddenly overwhelmed with both gratitude and grief. I have been  
truly blessed to know each one, and there will never be time enough 
to continue to cultivate all the relationships as they once were.  
 

I think the Church is supposed to be like this, though. Like infinite 
waves crashing on the shore, never one just like the other, but  
always another one on the way. Like infinite cells that serve an  
important purpose—creating hand and foot, eye and heart—but  
always regenerating and making space for another one to grow in 
service to the one body.   
 

We have passed this love on, one from another, since Jesus was first 
declared “beloved” by our Creator at his baptism. And, we live on in 
this legacy, bound to one another through our own cleansing, bless-
ing, and calling in this sacrament. Although we may be distanced this 
Sunday, may our remembrance of our baptism be an overwhelming 
reminder of the blessing of our connection, this day and always, to 
one another, and especially to our loving God.  
 

See you Sunday,  
 

Pastor Darin 
 

Special Charge Conference to Be Held 
Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.  All Welcome! 

The purpose of this Special Charge Conference is to elect the  
nominations slate for this year. All are welcome to attend. This is in 

lieu of Church Council for January.  Look for Zoom details soon! 
 

858-273-1480 
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Keeping In Touch 

Rev. Darin Arntson 
Lead Pastor 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 
9:30 a.m. Streaming on 

YouTube and on our  
Facebook page. 



Human Relations Day 
Special Offering, January 17 

 
Human Relations Day is Jan 17, a day 
to support the ministry of Christ among 
those on the margins. Thousands of United 
Methodist communities will come together to 
receive a special offering that will be used to 
nurture at-risk youth through the Youth  
Offender Rehabilitation Program, strengthen 
communities’ self-improvement efforts 
through United Methodist Voluntary Services 
and advocate for the oppressed.  
 
Over and over Jesus served those on the 
margins, embracing them and reminding his 
followers, and us, that every one of God’s 
children is important. And that’s what we want 
to model as the people of The United  
Methodist Church. This special offering calls 
on all of us to continue the ministry of Jesus 
by helping all God’s children to realize their  
potential. This is our day to make a difference 
together. Please give as generously as you 
are able.  

COVID-19 Update and  
Extended Campus Closure 

 

If you receive the County updates regarding the 
COVID-19 cases and the quarantine status of our 
region, you know that our ICU capacity remains at 
0% in Southern California. The daily case  
numbers and death rate have also been steadily, if 
not exponentially increasing, and we can only  
expect for there to be another wave of infections 
over the coming weeks from holiday gatherings. In 
addition, we know that a new, more transmissible 
variant of the virus has already been documented 
in San Diego.  
 

We have been lucky, thus far, that our community 
has not been more devastatingly affected by this 
virus as others have, and we will continue to take 
every precaution to ensure that our efforts  
contribute to the health and safety of our  
community rather than to its detriment. Therefore, 
we will continue to keep our campus closed to all 
staff operations as well as any non-essential visits 
until further notice. (Approval for necessary  
campus visits must still be requested through  
Pastor Darin with 48hrs notice.)  
 

We continue to pray for the overburdened health 
care professionals, as they make critical decisions 
under extreme stress with finite, strained  
resources; for teachers and students continuing to 
navigate distanced learning; for essential workers 
putting themselves at risk daily for our need; and 
for the sick and suffering whose care has been  
delayed or who are isolated from the care of loved 
ones. May God strengthen us for this season, as 
we continue to await our safe return to worship 
and fellowship together. 
 

To subscribe to the county updates, text COSD  to 
468-311 or visit sandiegocounty.gov. 

On Line Giving at St. Mark’s 
 
Those who currently have signed up for on- 
line giving (through the office/Millie McKibbin) 
have been transitioned to 2021 giving 
amounts.  You do NOT need to go on line to 
do anything.   
 
If you made a change to your pledge amount 
or frequency, please check it for this month to 
be sure it accurately reflects your wishes.   
 
We are in transition with our Financial  
Secretary position.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please call Millie McKibbin on 
her cell phone: # 619-407-0256 to make any 
corrections or address any questions you may 
have.  Thank  you for your continued support 
for St. Mark’s Church!   



Storefront Needs Our Support! 
 

Storefront is a Christian-based safe haven for 
on-the- street teens. There they are fed,  
counseled, and find a safe place to sleep. St. 
Mark’s has given support for many years by 
providing their evening meal on the 4th  
Monday of each month. 
 
In COVID times, they have requested financial 
support rather than meal delivery.  We invite 
you to participate by providing  a check to  
cover a meal for 6 to 8 persons, $35-50. If you 
have questions, please call Shirley Jennings at 
619-275-6303. You may sign up by calling or 
emailing the office at (858) 273-1480 or  
office@stmarksumcsd.org. Thank you! 

Young People Ring in the New Year 
 
Jan 10: Check in @ 11am 
No program planned, but if anyone wants to 
come say hi and maybe play a quick game, 
Amanda will be on Zoom from 11-11:45am.  
 

January 17: Parent and Kid Day @ 11am 
Join Pastor Darin and Amanda as we fill you in 
on the 2021 schedule and talk about how your 
family has been doing, and some fun games 
for the kids. If you are a parent whose 
child hasn't been doing online events, but you 
would like to join back in once we can be back 
in person, this meeting is still for you! 
 
January 25: Cooking with Sandy @ 11am 
Join Amanda and Sandy as we cook some-
thing simple together over Zoom.   

St. Mark’s Young  
People had a ton of 

fun baking cookies and 
watching a movie  

together over Zoom!   

 
 
And congratulations to 
the many that made a 
lovely Virtual Living  
Nativity. 
 
Here we come, 2021 !! 



Please keep all those in prayer who are  
experiencing grief, chronic illness, addiction, 
loss of direction and disenfranchisement.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Our military personnel: 
  Brook Bossen, Coast Guard 

Kris Brendal, Army 
  Robert S.Chisholm, Navy 
  Craig Clemans, Marines 
  Paul Clemans, Air Force 
  Blake Cross, Navy 
  Nathan Streeter, Navy 
  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 
  Henry Hoadley, Navy 
  Milo Riegle, Marines 
  Adam Shelar, Navy 
  Robert Tarango, Navy 
  Dylan Weitzman, Army 

In Our Prayers 

You are invited to participate in the 
St. Mark's prayer chain via email. 
Prayer requests will be sent to you  
via an email account you provide;  
you will not be asked  to do anything 
other than offer your private prayers 
for requests you receive.  
To participate, please email  
Carol Brown at  
carol.brown@cst.edu. 
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Next Week @ A Glance 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 
1:00PM     Pastor’s Bible School/Zoom 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 
9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 
11:00AM   Young People Check-in/Zoom 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 
1:00PM     Pastor’s Bible School/Zoom 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 
9:30AM     Worship broadcast from St. Mark’s 
11:00AM   Young People Check-in/Zoom 

Pastor’s Bible School  
Wednesdays @ 1 p.m. 

 

Join Pastor Jeri Wednesdays in January at  
1 p.m. via Zoom as we explore the Lectionary  
Passages of the week. A Zoom link will  
be sent by email each Wednesday morning.  
 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 
 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 
 Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 
 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 John 1:43-51 

Resource Nook: 
St. Paul’s PACE Program 

 
St. Paul’s PACE is a nondenominational program 
for seniors. If you get MediCal (as opposed to 
Medicare) benefits, you will qualify for this  
wonderful program. 
 
They support you both at home and at their  
Centers. If you would like information call. 
619-677-3800 or go to their website:  
stpaulspace.org. As your fellow member of St 
Mark’s I have no business connection to PACE. 
You are welcome to call me about the program. 
Jack Carpenter, 619- 823-7801.  


