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DEAR FRIENDS, 

Inspiring the world 

as passionate followers of Jesus Christ, 

so that all may experience 

God’s life-giving love. 

 

It was a rollicking and sacred time in the St. Mark’s sanctuary last Sunday night!  The Martin 

Luther King Jr. Community Choir swayed and clapped in rhythm as they sang old-time gospel songs and 

spirituals.  More than 200 souls listened and many clapped and swayed along, as hearts and voices were 

uplifted! 

 

Many thanks for this inspiring concert go to the board of directors for the St. Mark’s Concert 

Series: Frank Williams, Arlene Dempster, Charles Ballinger, Marie Campilongo, Bob Hout, Connie 

Eitzen, Barbara Vergith, and Janell Poehling. 

 

Along the walls of our sanctuary are entries in a new art show, featuring works by those under 18.  

There are entries from across the community, including from students at Marston Middle School and 

Clairemont High.  Ever wondered what is on the mind of teenagers?  These works give us a valuable 

glimpse into some young and creative imaginations!  You’re also invited to meet some of the artists, at an 

awards presentation and reception this Sunday, January 22, at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 

Judy Edelblute does an extraordinary job coordinating the St. Mark’s Art Festivals.  Be sure to 

take a moment to thank her, and all the members of the Arts Festival Task Force: Dave Edelblute, Sylvia 

and Charles Dismukes, and Charles and RoseMarie Pierce. 

 

This year we will continue to strengthen our community involvement and our partnerships with 

neighboring schools, the Community Christian Service Agency, Christ United Methodist Ministry Center, 

and International Relief Teams.  And we hope to work with additional community groups and agencies. 

 

For those of you unfamiliar with some of the work we’ve been doing, we’ll continue to write about 

it in The Messenger, and we’re planning one or more events where we can share what’s going on and 

show some pictures. 

 

If you’d like to be involved with the monthly concerts, art shows, or any of our community 

partnerships, just leave a note in the offering plate, or send an email to any of us in the church office. 

 

See you in church! 

Craig 

 

 



KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS INVITED! 

FEBRUARY 3 

Do you crochet or knit (or want to try?) Our 

first Knitting/Crocheting Circle was such a success 

that we're holding a second event on Wednesday, 

February 5, from 6 - 8 p.m. in the church office 

library. Bring your own needles and crochet hooks. 

Some yarn will be available. Please RSVP in the 

church office, or by contacting Kris Nieder at 

Kris@StMarksUMCSD.org. 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 
 

SERMON VIDEO AVAILABLE 

Video of each Sunday’s sermon is available 

via our website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our 

YouTube channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 24-26 

The 16th Annual St. Mark's Women's Retreat 

will be held at Pine Valley Bible Conference Center 

on March 24-26,.  This year's retreat will be led by 

Rev. Virginia Brown, and the theme will be 

"Breaking Through Boundaries."  All St. Mark's 

women, friends and neighbors are invited to 

participate in this fun and meaningful weekend 

retreat.  Registration will begin in February.  

 

VIDEO STUDY 

The origins of the Bible and Christianity 
are examined in-depth in the video study First Light: 

Jesus and the Kingdom of God.  Filmed on location in 

Galilee and Jerusalem, these challenging videos 

feature renowned scholars John Dominic Crossan and 

Marcus Borg.  The study will continue for eight 

weeks, starting on Monday, January 9, from 1 to 2:15 

p.m. in the New Room, near the church office.  Rev. 

Craig leads this discussion, and you are invited to 

come to as many or as few sessions as you like.  Start 

the new year with insightful and thoughtful 

conversation.  All are invited! 

 

 

NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 
 

Monday, January 23, 2017 
1:00 PM   First Light Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Carillon Bells/SH 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017 
5:30 PM   Ed. Committee Mtg/Lib 

7:00 PM   Trustees Mtg/Lib 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017 

3:30 PM   UMW Exec Mtg/Lib 

5:00 PM   Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Glory Ringers/SH 

    Youth Group/Rm.10 

Thursday, January 26, 2017 
7:30 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

4:15 PM   Cherub & Hallelujah Choirs/CR 

5:20 PM   Chimes/SH 

7:00 PM   Chancel Choir 

        Boy Scouts/SH 

Sunday, January 29, 2016 
8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc 

11:30 PM   UMW Potluck/SH 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 Every week two dedicated volunteers clean 

the pews by organizing the information in the pew 

pockets, replenishing the pens, and straightening the 

pew Bibles in preparation for church on Sunday 

morning.  There are currently 16 pew volunteers who 

rotate services every 8 weeks.  We are looking to add 

to the group of volunteers.  So if you are looking for a 

way to serve in the church but are limited on time, 

please consider becoming part of the “pew crew.”  

Martha Hilker has been faithfully coordinating the 

pew crew for well over a decade, so please contact 

her at 858-273-4393 for more information. 

 

CHAIR YOGA  

Stretching our muscles while deep breathing 

is something everyone knows is important but 

sometimes we don’t know how to get started.  Maybe 

Chair Yoga is the place for you to begin.  You do all 

the same stretches while using a chair to help provide 

stability.  No headstands or pretzel bending, just 

moving body and breath. You are invited to chair 

yoga at 7:30 a.m. through the month of January in the 

Social Hall.   

Please note:  Class time will be changing on 

February 2 from 7:30 to 8 a.m. to allow more 

flexibility to those who need it.  Please call the office 

for more information.   



SHARE YOUR FRIENDSHIP STORIES! 

You are invited to share a story about your 

best friend(s). These stories will be compiled for our 

youth, and published in a special Valentine's insert in 

the Messenger. While Valentine's is often associated 

with romantic love, in the New Testament love is 

mentioned as an important part of friendships within 

the emerging Christian community. The earliest 

disciples supported and encouraged each other. We 

still continue to do that today. We're accepting funny 

stories, serious stories, stories from your childhood or 

present, even stories about your best friend the dog! 

Please submit the stories to Kris Nieder by February 4, 

via email: kris@stmarksumcsd.org. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, IS UMW SUNDAY 

  This presents the opportunity for all the 

women of St. Mark's to become familiar with the 

purpose and program of the United Methodist Women 

(UMW). During the church service, at a time set aside, 

the 2017 Leadership Team will be installed. 

Information displays will be available on the patio to 

explain the work and mission of UMW. All women 

are invited to a potluck lunch in the Social Hall at 11 

a.m.   

 

YOUR PRESENCE  

 Sunday, January 15, church attendance  

was 159. 

 

 

Here is a thank you letter we received from the Veterans Village of San Diego 

mailto:kris@stmarksumcsd.org


SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2017 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc 

10:45 AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

                            New Member Conversation/Lib 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

3:00 PM    Art Show Awards/SH  
 

WOMEN’S MARCH SAN DIEGO 

JANUARY 21, 2017 

You are invited to join Rev. Jeri and others 

from St. Mark’s and the Islamic Center San Diego this 

Saturday, January 21, for the Women's March on San 

Diego.  We will peacefully march in San Diego in 

solidarity with the Women’s March in DC.  We are 

dedicated to a free and open society. Together we 

stand united in our respect for all people and we resist 

the marginalization of anyone. As a diverse, inclusive 

community of compassionate people, we seek to 

strengthen and continue our commitment to work for 

the protection of women’s rights.  We stand firm in 

agreement that women’s rights are human rights. 

Please note we will gather in front of the 

Civic Center Plaza (1200 Third Ave, San Diego, CA 

92101) march on Broadway to Harbor and end in front 

of The County Administration Building.  It is 

suggested that you take the trolley or carpool.  Contact 

Rev. Jeri at 858-273-1480 with any questions.  

Everyone is invited, and everyone means everyone.  

JOSPEH MARTIN GIFTED PIANIST AND 

COMPOSER TO VISIT ST. MARK’S 

We will have a guest musician, Joseph Martin, 

participating in 9:30 a.m. church service this Sunday, 

January 22.  Joseph Martin is a gifted pianist and one 

of the most prolific choral composer/ arrangers today 

and will be with us to conduct and play. Joseph Martin 

is Director of Sacred Publications at Shawnee Press. 

He performs in concert and for church music 

conferences and is a sought-after choral clinician. He 

has published over 1,000 sacred and secular choral 

works, including 32 cantatas, and has won many 

awards. Everyone is invited to come and listen to him 

at 9:30 a.m.   

NEW MEMBERS CONVERSATION 

Have you been coming here a while and 

thought maybe it was time to become a member of the 

church but didn’t know how?  You are invited to learn 

more about membership with Rev. Jeri on Sunday, 

January 22, at 11 a.m., in the Library.  Here you can 

ask questions, share your story, or just sit and listen.  

New Members will be welcomed on Sunday, February 

12 during church.  For more information contact Rev. 

Jeri at jeri@stmarksumcsd.org or 858-273-1480 x. 13. 

 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

  Isaiah 9:1-4 

  Psalm 27:4-9 

  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

  Matthew 4:12-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service and our witness.”  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

♥  Joyce Martin 

♥  James French 

♥  Zeke Prust 

♥  Shelly Johnston 

♥  Eileen Ayars 

♥  Austin Cook 

♥  Tricia Martin 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Vicky Schulke  

♥  Bernice Morrison 

♥  Sylvia Dismukes 

♥  Lee Smith  

♥  Felix Mena 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

♥  Christine Kay 

♥  Jenny Rogers   

♥  Gary Childs  

and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy 

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

  

 

http://sdwomensmarch.com/contact
http://sdwomensmarch.com/contact
tel:(858)%20273-1480

