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DEAR FRIENDS, 

2017 is the year of water.  At least so far.  We’ve been getting lots of much-needed rain, and 

because we’ve become accustomed to our drought, we are very grateful.  Maybe inconvenienced, but 

grateful.   

 

Flooding can be a serious problem.  I was stuck in a heavy rainstorm last year that virtually 

paralyzed Clairemont, as clogged drains caused water to accumulate at many intersections.  Vehicles got 

stuck and blocked roads.  What was normally about a five-minute drive took an hour. 

 

Those who live in low-lying areas can have their homes damaged or even ruined in heavy rain.  

When I listen to flooding victims being interviewed, there are some common themes.  While they are 

shocked by their loss, they are grateful that they and their loved ones are okay.  And they are grateful for 

the support of their neighbors and the rescue workers who help them. 

 

Once, I saw a post-flood interview with a woman who had lost almost everything.  She was 

holding her dog and likely very concerned about dealing with the situation.  I don’t remember her exact 

words, but she said that while she had this problem (a BIG problem), the rain was a good thing and much 

needed. 

 

Water washes, refreshes, and brings life.  Isn’t it great that, in baptism, water is a symbol of God’s 

grace?  It is all around, renewing and initiating growth in ways we see and other ways we don’t see.  And 

we may not be ready when there is lots of it.  Can we deal with lots and lots of grace?  

 

Water, like grace, is with us from the moment we are born to the moment we pass away.   

 

This Sunday, we will celebrate the sacrament of baptism, and there will be an opportunity for all to 

be baptized, or to renew their baptism, and be grateful. 

 

See you in church!  Rain or shine! 

Craig 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS  

 The church office will be closed on Monday, January 16, in observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

holiday.  The office will open on Tuesday, January 17. 
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COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED IN 2017 

 Do you enjoy meeting new people?  If so, 

you may like hosting the coffee table on Sunday 

mornings after church. You are welcome to sign up 

anytime in the church office.  For more information, 

please feel free to contact Sandi Johnson at 858-278-

8833. 

No baking required. However, if you like to 

bake but don’t want to host coffee table, please call 

the church office and we can get you details on how 

to do that as well! 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 

 

 

The Martin Luther King, Jr., Community 

Choir San Diego Inc. will be performing in the St. 

Mark's Concert Series on Sunday, January 15, at 4:30 

pm.  There will be a reception after the concert to 

meet and greet members of the choir. Everyone is 

invited! 

 

ST MARKS THE CHURCH WITH THE BIG HEART 

Whether you are a member of the Missions 

Committee or not we want you to have a voice in our 

2017 activities. 2016 was a great Missions year for St 

Marks. Come hear about Eric Robinson's big team 

that built a house in TJ. They have plans for a new 

project that Eric wants tell you about. Hear about Kris 

Nieder's youth helping at our neighbor Marston 

Middle School. Hear about support of Christian 

Community Service Agency and more. 

We live in difficult times for many of our 

Clairemont neighbors. What can the church with the 

big heart do to help? 

 

SERMON VIDEO AVAILABLE 

Video of each Sunday’s sermon is available via our 

website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube 

 

 

 

MEALS FOR TEENS AT STOREFRONT  

St. Mark’s provides dinner on the fourth 

Monday of each month to Storefront which supports 

homeless youth in the Hillcrest area. A meal is 

delivered to Storefront at 6 PM and the group 

delivering the meal can choose to stay and eat with 

the people there or set out the meal and leave. The 

sign-up sheet is on the announcement board in the 

church office.  When signing up please be sure to 

provide the name of persons or group delivering the 

meal as well as a contact phone number.  For more 

information contact the church office at 858-273-

1480.  

 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT 

 2016 Giving Statements will be available on 

the church patio by the end of the month. Please be 

sure to stop by and pick yours up as soon as they 

become available.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

The 16th Annual St. Mark's Women's Retreat 

will be held at Pine Valley Bible Conference Center 

on March 24-26, 2017.  This year's retreat will be led 

by Rev. Virginia Brown, and the theme will be 

"Breaking Through Boundaries."  All St. Mark's 

women, friends and neighbors are invited to 

participate in this fun and meaningful weekend 

retreat.  Registration will begin in February.  

 

A GIFT FOR THE STAFF  

During this time of giving, let's not forget to 

thank our dedicated and hard working church staff 

and ministers. Members of the Pastor-Parish 

Relations Committee will be available to collect 

monetary gifts over the next few weeks to present to 

our church team. If you would like to contribute, 

please give your donations to a PPRC committee 

member, or send it to the church office. Be sure to 

designate your contribution as "Staff Gift." Our PPRC 

members are: Andy Guevara, Brad Cannon, Arlene 

Dempster, Debbie Bell, Kathy Martin, Kirk 

Hinkleman, Robin Nuspl and Susan Holko.  

 

ART SHOW COMING SOON 

Do you have any friends or neighbors that 

create art?  If so, it is time to let them know about 

St. Mark’s Lenten Art Show.  For more 

information please come by the church office. 

 

 



SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2017 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc 

11:00 AM   Missions Committee/NR 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

4:30 PM    MLK Choir Concert  
 

EGO 
JANUARY 21, 2017 

You are invited to join Rev. Jeri and others 

from St. Mark’s and the Islamic Center San Diego 

on Saturday, January 21, 2017 for the Women's 

March on San Diego.  We will peacefully march 

in San Diego in solidarity with the Women’s 

March in DC.  We are dedicated to a free and 

open society. Together we stand united in our 

respect for all people and we resist the 

marginalization of anyone. As a diverse, inclusive 

community of compassionate people, we seek to 

strengthen and continue our commitment to work 

for the protection of women’s rights.  We stand 

firm in agreement that women’s rights are human 

rights. 

Please note we will gather in front of 

the Civic Center Plaza (1200 Third Ave, San 

Diego, CA 92101) march on Broadway to Harbor 

and end in front of The County Administration 

Building.  It is suggested that you take the trolley 

or carpool.  Contact Rev. Jeri at 858-273-1480 

with any questions.  Everyone is invited, and 

everyone means everyone.  

 

VIDEO STUDY 

The origins of the Bible and Christianity are 

examined in-depth in the video study First Light: 

Jesus and the Kingdom of God.  Filmed on location in 

Galilee and Jerusalem, these challenging videos 

feature renowned scholars John Dominic Crossan and 

Marcus Borg.  The study will continue for eight 

weeks, starting on Monday, January 9, from 1 to 2:15 

p.m. in the New Room, near the church office.  Rev. 

Craig leads this discussion, and you are invited to 

come to as many or as few sessions as you like.  Start 

the new year with insightful and thoughtful 

conversation.  All are invited! 

 

YOUR PRESENCE  

 Sunday, January 8, church attendance  

was 180. 

OL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

  Isaiah 49:1-7 

  Psalm 40:1-11 

  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

  John 1:29-42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service and our witness.”  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

♥  Shelly Johnston 

♥  Eileen Ayars 

♥  Austin Cook 

♥  Tricia Martin 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Vicky Schulke  

♥  Bernice Morrison 

♥  Brooke Sutton 

♥  Myron Wingfield and Family  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes 

♥  Lee Smith  

♥  Felix Mena 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

♥  Christine Kay 

♥  Jenny Rogers   

♥  Gary Childs  

♥  The Family of Sue Baer 

 

and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy  

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

  
 

http://sdwomensmarch.com/contact
http://sdwomensmarch.com/contact
tel:(858)%20273-1480


HUMAN RELATIONS DAY THIS SUNDAY 
JANUARY 15 

 This special offering is usually taken near Dr. 

Martin Luther King's birthday, and is a request of the 

general church (The United Methodist Churches in the 

United States.) The funds are used to strengthen 

United Methodist outreach to communities in the 

United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social 

justice and work with at-risk youth. 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, IS UMW SUNDAY 

  This presents the opportunity for all the 

women of St. Mark's to become familiar with the 

purpose and program of the United Methodist Women 

(UMW). During the church service, at a time set aside, 

the 2017 Leadership Team will be installed. 

Information displays will be available on the patio to 

explain the work and mission of UMW. All women of 

are invited to a potluck lunch in the Social Hall at 

eleven o'clock.   

 

CCSA WATER    

With all the rain we have had over the past 

few weeks it may seem silly that we pass out water, 

but imagine you’re standing in line to get food to see 

you through the end of the month and someone hands 

you a bottle of water, and they do it with a smile.  That 

is exactly what St. Mark’s has been doing for two 

years and we are inviting you to be part of the team.  

Every fourth Thursday, the wagon is loaded and rolled 

to Christian Community Service Agency (CCSA) at 8 

AM to meet and greet our neighbors.  Sign-ups are in 

the church office.  No prerequisite training needed, 

just a willingness to help.    

 

CHAIR YOGA   

On Thursday mornings, at 7:30 AM, you are 

invited to start the day with intentional breathing and 

gentle movements. Yoga instructor, Heather Foat will 

conduct weekly classes in the Social Hall. The cost for 

each class is donation based with a suggested 

minimum of $5.  Call the church office for more 

information: 858-273-1480.  

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 

As a caring community, St. Mark’s has a 

confidential index of those people you would like to be 

contacted in case of an emergency.  If you would like 

to have this information on file, please identify the 

person you would like us to contact, their phone 

number, and their email address.  You may put this 

information on the back of your attendance card, come 

into the church office and update your information or 

email the information to smumcsdoffice@gmail.com. 

NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 
 

Monday, January 16, 2017 
1:00 PM   First Light Study/NR 

4:30 PM   CCSA Board Mtg/CR 

6:00 PM   Carillon Bells/SH 

Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
6:00 PM   Finance Mtg/Lib 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 

5:00 PM   Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Glory Ringers/SH 

    Youth Group/Rm.10 

Thursday, January 19, 2017 
7:30 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

9:30 AM   Ties of Love/SH 

4:15 PM   Cherub & Hallelujah Choirs/CR 

5:20 PM   Chimes/SH 

7:00 PM   Chancel Choir 

        Boy Scouts/SH 

Saturday, January 21, 2016 
8:00 AM   JW Pepper Event/Sanc/SH  

Sunday, January 22, 2016 
8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc 

10:45 AM   Blood Pressure Screening/NR 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

4:00 PM    Art Show Awards/SH 

  

 

 

UPDATE: 
2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  

 

Pledges received as of January 1:   

123 for at total of $304,040 

Pledge total for 2016: 

142 pledges for a total of $354,870 

(this does not include the Pentecost 

Campaign in May 2016) 

 


