
SAVE THE DATE The 2017 Women’s Retreat is March 24-26, 

2017. More information will be announced very 

soon! 

St. Mark’s Messenger 
Volume XXXXIII Issue 1                                                                                           January 3, 2017 

 

3502 Clairemont Drive, San Diego, CA 92117                                                       (858) 273-1480 
 

 

DEAR FRIENDS, 

Star of wonder, star of night, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect light. 

 That’s the refrain of the favorite Christmas carol We Three Kings, the theme song for the 

arrival of the magi at the manger on Epiphany.  The official date for Epiphany is January 6--twelve 

days after Christmas.  We will celebrate it in church this Sunday, January 8. 

 A Google search for the word “epiphany” (or for almost any word) brings up a graph 

showing how often the word has been used over the last forty years.  I was interested that the use 

of “epiphany” is higher now than at any other time on the graph.  Why? 

 Could it be that we have a growing interest in or need for the special insight or revelation that 

comes with an epiphany?  Maybe there is a hunger for the kind of spiritual awareness that leads to 

a better, more-fulfilled life.  Maybe there is actually a hunger for change--for the kind of 

transformation that really makes a difference. 

 It makes sense that the symbol of our Epiphany (capital “E”) is a rising star.  Stars have 

always held a certain ineffable, mystical quality, which would reflect the mystery of any epiphany, 

and especially the Epiphany of the twelfth day of Christmas. 

 Did you see the incredibly bright moon and star on New Year’s night?  The star was Venus, 

trailing the moon as it moved across the sky.  It was a wonder-full sight.  While we know the 

science behind it, the sight still excites awe and mystery. 

 2017 is going to be a very good year for St. Mark’s, and it begins with the sighting of a star, 

and the insight that God is leading us to something new.  We are invited into an amazingly 

insightful transformation. 

 What an incredible journey we are undertaking together.  I’m glad you’re here! 

 See you in church. 

 Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS  

 The church office will be closed on Monday, January 16, in observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

holiday.  The office will open on Tuesday, January 17. 

 



COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED IN 2017 

 Do you enjoy meeting new people?  If so, 

you may like hosting the coffee table on Sunday 

mornings after church. You are welcome to sign up 

anytime in the church office.  For more information, 

please feel free to contact Sandi Johnson at 858-278-

8833. 

No baking required. However, if you like to 

bake but don’t want to host coffee table, please call 

the church office and we can get you details on how 

to do that as well! 

 

LET US KNOW!  

Picture-taking and video recording are 

frequently done during church events.  Some of those 

pictures may be published in our church publications, 

slideshows, on our website, or on our social media 

pages. If you do not wish to have your picture 

published, please let an usher know, or contact the 

church office by phone or email. 

 

JANUARY CONCERT AT ST. MARK’S 

The Martin Luther King, Jr., Community 

Choir San Diego Inc. will be performing in the St. 

Mark's Concert Series on Sunday, January 15, at 4:30 

pm.  There will be a reception after the concert to 

meet and greet members of the choir. Everyone is 

invited! 

 

ST MARKS THE CHURCH WITH THE BIG 

HEART 

Whether you are a member of the Missions 

Committee or not we want you to have a voice in our 

2017 activities. 2016 was a great Missions year for St 

Marks. Come hear about Eric Robinson's big team 

that built a house in TJ. They have plans for a new 

project that Eric wants tell you about. Hear about Kris 

Nieder's youth helping at our neighbor Marston 

Middle School. Hear about support of Christian 

Community Service Agency and more. 

We live in difficult times for many of our Clairemont 

neighbors. What can the church with the big heart do 

to help? 

Join us in the Library after Church at 11 AM 

on January 15 for a Missions planning meeting. 

 

SERMON VIDEO AVAILABLE 

Video of each Sunday’s sermon is available via our 

website: stmarksumcsd.org/sermons or our YouTube 

channel: stmarksumcsd.org/youtube 

 

THANK YOU! DOOR OPENER CAMPAIGN 

IS FULLY FUNDED 

Not all knights ride horses and carry lances: 

Our anonymous donor behind the Matching Gift 

Campaign received her honorary knighthood at the 

Medieval Dinner. Who is our mystery champion of 

accessibility? Marilyn Stout! A big thank you to 

Marilyn, and to all the donors who gave to this 

campaign. Our campus is blessed with many generous 

people. This was very evident at the highly successful 

and fun Medieval Dinner. A huge thank you to Dr. 

Pam Ogdin-Rosemier for having the vision for this 

event. Pam and her team of over 80 volunteers put in 

countless hours, donated supplies, creatively 

constructed costumes and sets (including a working 

draw-bridge), shared their gifts of music and dance, 

and cooked a fabulous meal. We are very happy to 

report that the Automatic Door Opener Campaign is 

fully funded! Joan Johnson's family is deeply touched 

that this project is being done in her memory. More 

news to follow as we finalize the date for a dedication 

ceremony. 

MEALS FOR TEENS AT STOREFRONT  

St. Mark’s provides dinner on the fourth 

Monday of each month to Storefront which supports 

homeless youth in the Hillcrest area. A meal is 

delivered to Storefront at 6 PM and the group 

delivering the meal can choose to stay and eat with 

the people there or set out the meal and leave. The 

sign-up sheet is on the announcement board in the 

church office.  When signing up please be sure to 

provide the name of persons or group delivering the 

meal as well as a contact phone number.  For more 

information contact the church office at 858-273-

1480.  

 

GRAB A BITE WITH THE 39’ERS 

 If you are or have ever been thirty-nine, you 

are invited to lunch on January 13, at the Mandarin 

Wok (4227 Balboa Avenue).  This is a monthly 

luncheon that begins at 11:30 AM.  Please call 

Wendy Holman at 858-273-3184 if you plan to 

attend. 

 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT 

 2016 Giving Statements will be available on 

the church patio by the end of the month. Please be 

sure to stop by and pick yours up as soon as they 

become available.  
 



SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2017 

7:45 AM   Pancake Breakfast/SH 

8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc   

12:00 PM    Tongan Fellowship/San 

2:00 PM   UMW Tea/SH 
 

FREE PANCAKES, FREE FELLOWSHIP 

Free delicious pancakes with all the trimmings 

await you Sunday. Come for the food, stay for the 

fellowship.  Breakfast starts at 7:45 in the Social Hall. 

 

THANK YOU TO THE PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST TEAM!   

For over two years Ralph Denton, Max and 

Tim Higgins have faithfully been flipping pancakes 

and sizzling sausage for the many people who come to 

Second Sunday Pancake Breakfast.  Their ministry has 

both warmed and delighted us.  Sadly, the team is 

breaking up.  Ralph Denton is moving this month to 

accept a job offer in Maine. While we celebrate this 

wonderful opportunity for Ralph we know there will 

be sadness in his leaving.  We will miss Ralph’s smile, 

laughter, and hard work in many of St. Mark’s 

ministries. The church who welcomes him will be 

blessed in ways they cannot even imagine.  Thank you, 

Ralph for your faithfulness to our church and the 

community around us. Blessings to you and Kasa as 

you brave the weather in Maine.  We look forward to 

hearing about your cross-country travels. 

If you are interested in helping Max and Tim 

on Second Sunday Pancake Breakfast you can reach 

them at plantpros@aol.com.  No experience necessary. 

 

A GIFT FOR THE STAFF  

During this time of giving, let's not forget to 

thank our dedicated and hard working church staff and 

ministers. Members of the Pastor-Parish Relations 

Committee will be available to collect monetary gifts 

over the next few weeks to present to our church team. 

If you would like to contribute, please give your 

donations to a PPRC committee member, or send it to 

the church office. Be sure to designate your 

contribution as "Staff Gift." Our PPRC members are: 

Andy Guevara, Brad Cannon, Arlene Dempster, 

Debbie Bell, Kathy Martin, Kirk Hinkleman, Robin 

Nuspl and Susan Holko.  

 

YOUR PRESENCE  

 Sunday, January 1, church attendance  

was 127. 

 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Begins at 8:30 a.m. in the New  

Room.  Everyone is invited. Child care is available. 

 Below are the lectionary readings for this week: 

  Isaiah 42:1-9 

  Psalm 29 

  Acts 10:34-43 

  Matthew 3:13-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we joined the United Methodist Church, we 

made vows to commit ourselves to support the 

Church by “our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service and our witness.”  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

♥  Austin Cook 

♥  Tricia Martin 

♥  Ron Hess 

♥  Vicky Schulke  

♥  Bernice Morrison 

♥  Brooke Sutton 

♥  Myron Wingfield and Family  

♥  Sylvia Dismukes 

♥  Lee Smith  

♥  Felix Mena 

♥  Floyd Murphy 

♥  Forrest Sedgwick 

♥  Christine Kay 

♥  Jenny Rogers   

♥  Gary Childs  

♥  The Family of Florence Conrad 

♥  The Family of Sue Baer 

 

and our military personnel, including: 

  Kris Brendal, Army 

  Robert S. Chisholm, Navy 

  Craig Clemans, Marines 

  Paul Clemans, Air Force 

  Blake Cross, Navy 

  Brandon (Dempster) Lewis, Navy  

  Samuel England, Navy 

  Lenny Hezelett, Navy 

  Amanda Hoadley, Navy  

  Michael Hunter, Navy 

  Brady Jackson, Army 

  Jeremy Munson, Navy  

  Milo Riegle, Marines 

  Nathan Streeter, Army 

  Robert Tarango, Navy 

  
 



VIDEO STUDY 

The origins of the Bible and Christianity are 

examined in-depth in the video study First Light: 

Jesus and the Kingdom of God.  Filmed on location in 

Galilee and Jerusalem, these challenging videos 

feature renowned scholars John Dominic Crossan and 

Marcus Borg.  The study will continue for eight 

weeks, starting on Monday, January 9, from 1 to 2:15 

p.m. in the New Room, near the church office.  Rev. 

Craig leads this discussion, and you are invited to 

come to as many or as few sessions as you like.  Start 

the new year with insightful and thoughtful 

conversation.  All are invited! 

 

GREAT NEWS FROM MARSTON 

Marston Middle School students and staff 

collected over 1,000 pantry items for CCSA! St. 

Mark's supported Marston's efforts by providing 

supplies, giving a presentation to 8th graders, and 

lending volunteer support to collect food at a recent 

Marston concert. Marston staff and parents are very 

interested in exploring more partnership opportunities 

with St. Mark's. They've expressed interest in 

collaborating on a spring beach or park cleanup. We 

need a St. Mark's team to make this happen. If you are 

interested in building a stronger relationship with our 

community schools, this could be a great project for 

you.  Contact Kris Nieder at kris@stmarksumcsd.org 

or call the church office to get involved! 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, IS UMW SUNDAY 

  This Presents the opportunity for all the 

women of St. Mark's to become familiar with the 

purpose and program of the United Methodist Women 

(UMW). During the church service, at a time set aside, 

the 2017 Leadership Team will be installed. 

Information displays will be available on the patio to 

explain the work and mission of UMW. All women of 

are invited to a potluck lunch in the Social Hall at 

eleven o'clock.   

 

CCSA WATER    

With all the rain we have had over the past 

few weeks it may seem silly that we pass out water, 

but imagine you’re standing in line to get food to see 

you through the end of the month and someone hands 

you a bottle of water, and they do it with a smile.  That 

is exactly what St. Mark’s has been doing for two 

years and we are inviting you to be part of the team.  

Every fourth Thursday, the wagon is loaded and rolled 

to Christian Community Service Agency (CCSA) at 8 

AM to meet and greet our neighbors.  Sign-ups are in 

the church office.  No prerequisite training needed, 

just a willingness to help.    

 

 

NEXT WEEK @ A GLANCE 
 

Monday, January 9, 2017 
1:00 PM   First Light Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Carillon Bells/SH 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 
6:30 PM   School Board Mtg/Lib 

7:00 PM   Faith Circle/Offsite 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 

9:00 AM   Chapel Time/Sanc 

10:00 AM   Friendship Circle/NR 

2:00 PM   Harmony Circle/NR 

5:00 PM   Peace Ringers/SH 

5:30 PM   Bible Study/NR 

6:00 PM   Glory Ringers/SH 

    Youth Group/Rm.10 

Thursday, January 12, 2017 
7:30 AM   Chair Yoga/SH 

9:00 AM   Chapel Time/Sanc 

4:15 PM   Cherub & Hallelujah Choirs/CR 

5:20 PM   Chimes/SH 

7:00 PM   Chancel Choir 

        Boy Scouts/SH 

Friday, January 13, 2016 
11:30 AM   39ers/Offsite 

Sunday, January 15, 2016 
8:30 AM   Pastor’s Sunday School/NR 

9:30 AM   Church /Sanc 

11:00 AM   Missions Committee/NR 

12:00 PM   Tongan Fellowship 

4:30 PM    MLK Choir Concert 

  

 

 

UPDATE: 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  

Pledges received as of December 26:   

123 for at total of $304,040 

Pledge total for 2016: 

142 pledges for a total of $354,870 

(this does not include the Pentecost 

Campaign in May 2016) 


